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Turspay, December 18, 1849. 
SENATE, 

The Journal of the preceding day having been 
read, Mr. Mangum moved that the Senate now 
proceed to-elect the Chairmen of the Standing 
Committees, The motion having been adopted, 
Mr. Mange™ stated that, hy a ar- 
rangement made fotir years ago, it Was agreed 
that a majority of each Standing Committee 
should be of the same political complexion as a 
majority of the Senate. He would therefore 
move that the Senate proceed to the election of 
the Chairmen of the Standing Committees, with- 
out balloting. A list had been furnished him of 
such gentlemen as were approved on the other 
side of the Chamber, and he had been requested 
to move their appointment. 

Mr. Hale opposed this arrangement. For one, 
he had not been consulted in regard to it. He 
was entirely ignorant of the basis on which the 
committees were to be formed. He could not con- 
sent to any arrangement that classified the mem- 
bers of the Senate into two great parties, without 
recognising any other distinctions of political 
faith than those which attach to them. He ac- 
knowledged no allegiance to either of those par- 
ties—and he was assured that he had at least one 
political associate on that floor. 

Mr. Mangum then moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed now to elect Ly allot. 

Mr. Clay desired that his name might not be 
placed on the list of any Committees. 

Mr. Mangum proposed severally the following 
nomjoations for Chairmen : 

Mr. King of Alabama, on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Dickinson of New York, on Finance. 

Mr. Hamlin of Maine, on Commerce. 

These gentlemen were separately balloted for, 
the first receiving 47 out of 51 votes, the second 
44 out of 48, the third 39 out of 43. 

Mr. Mangum again proposed that by unani- 
mous consent the Senate should elect the residue 
of the Chairmen collectively. 

Mr. Hale said he did not wish to delay action, 
but he was entirely uninformed as to the manner 
in which the proposed appointees had been agreed 
upon. He thought it advisable to postpone fur- 
ther proceedings till to-morrow. 

Mr. Dickinson remarked that if the Senator 
had waited a moment, he would have heard the 
Senator from North Carolina read the list of ap- 
pointments, and then he could have judged 
whether they met his approbation. 

Mr. Hale said (somewhat ironically) that if he 
were only assured that all the rest of the nomina- 
tions were made with as much discretion as that 
for Chairman of the Committee on Finance, he 
Would be perfectly satisiied. 

Mr. Berrien, Mr. Mason of Virginia, and Mr. 
Mangum, undertook to show that the election of 
Chairmen of the Committees was not required 
to be by ballot, or separately. The rule was 
read, and is as follows: 

“Tn the appointment of the Standing Commit- 
tees, the Senate will proceed dy ballot, severally, to 
appoint the Chairman of each Committee, and 
then by one ballot the other members necessary 
to complete the same.” 

The Chair ruled that a motion to elect the 
residue of the Chairmen without ballot, could 
only be entertained by unanimous consent. Mr. 
Hale meanwhile having left the Chamber, Mr. 
Chase renewed the objection, so that it became 
necessary to resume the balloting for the Chair- 
men severally. 


Mr. Sebastian of Arkansas, nominated for 
Chairman of the Committee on Manufactures, 
received 38 out of 43 votes; Mr. Sturgeon, 35 
out of 37, as candidate for Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture; Mr. Davis of Mississippi, 
32 out of 37, as Chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs; Mr. Houston, 32 out of 37, as 
Chairman of the Committee on the Militia; 
Mr. Yulee, 32 out of 37, as Chairman of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs; Mr. Felch, 39 out 
of 40, as Chairman of the Committee on Public 
Lands; Mr. Downs, 39 out of 40, as Chairman 
of the Committee on Private Land Claims; Mr- 
Atchison, 40 out of 41, as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs; Mr. Norris, 32 out of 
34, as Chairman of the Committee on Claims; 
Mr. Walker, 31 out of 36, as Chairman of the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims; Mr. Butler, 
30 out of 34,as Chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary ; Mr. Rusk, 33 votes, as Chairman 
of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads; Mr. King of Alabama, 26 out of 31 votes, 
as Chairman of the Committee on Pensions; Mr. 
Douglas, 33 out of 40 votes, as Chairman of the 
Committee on Territories. 


Mr. Mangum then proposed the following Sen- 
ators as Chairmen of the several Committees 
hereinafter named, and their election was duly 
confirmed by the Senate, objection having been 
withdrawn: 

Mr. Hunter of Virginia, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Public Buildings. 

Mr. Turney of Tennessee, Chairman of the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. Bradbury of Vermont, Chairman of the 
Committee on Retrenchment. 

Mr. Pearce of Maryland, Chairman of the 
Committee on the Library. 

Mr. Rusk of Texas, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Enrolled Bills. 

Mr. Jones of Iowa, Chairman of the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills. 

Mr. Borland of Arkansas, Chairman of the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. Foote then gave notice that he would to- 
morrow move to go into the election of Chaplain 
for the Senate. 

_[A voice: The usual mode is to let the propo- 
sition come from the other House. I object. ] 

Mr. Foote could see no rational objection to 
the proposition; the Senate, he thought, might at 
least proceed to the election of its own Chaplain. 
In fact, he felt conscientious scruples about pro- 
ceeding any further without the aid of that fanc- 
tionary. 

On motion of 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRES 
The Journal having been — 
Mr. Kaufman offered the follow 
. Resolved, That on to-morrow man eae 
ve a majority of all the votes cast for Sp oo “| 
on the first vote, then, upon the second Tas nk 
en if any member shall receive only one send 
ae & majority of the whole number of Votes; he 
shall be declared elected ; but if no member be 


Mr. Badger, the Senate then ad- 


After considerable discussion, the resolution 
was laid upon the table. 

The House then proceeded to vote four times 
for Speaker. On the 55th vote, Mr. Winthrop 
received 97 votes—Cabell and Winthrop voting 
for Hilliard, Campbell and Howe for Thaddeus 
Stevens, Clingman for David Outlaw, Messrs. 
Hilliard, Morton, Owen, Stephens, and Toombs, 
for C.S. Morehead. The other votes cast were 
as follows: 

For Linn Boyd.—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bayly, 
Bocock, Bowdon, Burt, George A. Caldwell, H. 
Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Edmund- 
son, Ewing, Featherston, Hackett, Haralsen, Har- 
manson, S. W. Harris, Holliday, Holmes, How- 
ard, Inge, R. W. Johnson, Kaufman, La Sere, 
Mason, McClernand, McDowell, McQueen, 
Meade, Millson, Morse, Orr, Powell, Richardson, 
Robbins, Ross, Seddon, F. P. Stanton, R. H. 
Stanton, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Venable, 
Wallace, Welborn, Wildrick, and Woodward. 

For John A. McClernand—Messrs. Albertson, 
Bay, Beale, Bissell, Bowlin, A. G. Brown, W. J. 
Brown, Dimmick, Dunham, Gilmore, Gorman, 
Hamilton, T. L. Harris, Leffler, Job Mann, R.M. 
McLane, McMullen, Miller, Parker, Phelps, 
Robinson, Savage, James ‘Thompson, William 
Thompson, Whittlesey, and Young. 

For. Gesrge W: Juiian—Blessrs.ATien, Gid- | 
dings, and P. King. 

For William Strong -—-Messrs. Bingham, Booth, 
Cable, Carter, Cleveland, Doty, Durkee, Harlan, 
Hoagland, Morris, Peck, Root, Waldo, Went- 
worth, Wilmot, and Tuck. 

For Howell Cobh —Messrsy Boyd, Fuller, Ger- 
ry, Green, Hall, Hammond, Hibbard, Andrew 
Johnson, Jones, Littlefield, McLanahan, McWil- 
lie, Peaslee, Sawtelle, Stetson, and Walden. 

For David T. Disney—Messrs. Buel, F itch, 
Sweeitzer, and Wood. 

For John L. Robinson—Messrs. Disney and 
Potter. 

For James X. McLanahan.—Mr. Strong. 

No choice having been effected— 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Arkansas, the 
House adjourned until to-morrow at 12 o’clock. 








Wenpnespay, DecemBer 19, 1849. 
SENATE. 

Mr. Walker moved that the Rev. Theobald 
Mathew be allowed a seat within the bar of the 
United States Senate during his sojourn in Wash- 
ington. Objection was made by Judge Berrien, 
of Georgia, and the resolution went over one day. 
[The reason of Judge Berrien’s opposition was 
doubtless the same as induced Mr. Tompkins, of 
Georgia, to withdraw the invitation tendered to 
“Father Mathew” to visit the Temperance men 
of that State.] 
Mr. Mangum said he was informed that ballot- 
ing would be required only for the Committees 
on the Judiciary, the Territories, and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. He would therefore proceed 
to move the appointment of the members of the 
other committees. 
Mr. Seward asked to be excused from serving 
on any committees. After a few days he con- 
ceived he would be prepared to attend to any duty 
that might be imposed upon him. “I will remark, 
however,” said Mr.S., “that I cordially concur 
with the nominations that have been made for the 
committees, and I cheerfully give my assent to 
the resolution about to be proposed by the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina.” 
The committees were then severally elected, on 
motion of Mr. Mangum, except the three follow- 
ing, which were balloted for, as follows, on the 
requirement of Messrs. Hale and Chase: 
Mr. Mangum. I now move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to ballot for members of the Committee on 
the Judiciary ; which motion was agreed to. 
Mr. Mangum. Iam instructed to name Messrs. 
Downs, Berrien, Bradbuny, and Dayton, as mem- 
bers of the committee, ¢ stand jn the order in 
which they ure named. 
The Vice President. 
prepare their ballots. 
The ballots having been counted, there appear- 
ed— 


Senators will please to 


For Mr. Downs, of Louisiana - - 43 
For Mr. Bradbury, of Connecticut - 42 
For Mr: Dayton, of New Jersey - - Al 
For Mr. Berrien, of Georgia - - 39 
For Mr. Chase, of Ohio ear e gee 
For Mr. Cooper, of Pennsylvania - “ae 
For Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts - ~ 2 
For Mr. Shields, of IMincis - - he 
For Mr. Seward, of New York - oe 


Messrs. Downs, Berrien, Bradbury, and Day- 
ton, were duly elected members of the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Mangum then said he was instructed to 
name as members of the Committee on Territo- 
ries Messrs. Butler, Underwood, Houston, and 
Cooper. 

The Senate proceeded to ballot, when there ap- 
peared— 

For Mr. Houston, of Texas - - - 

For Mr. Underwood, of Kentucky - 

For Mr. Cooper, of Pennsylvania - - 

For Mr Builer, of South Carolina - 

For Mr. Chase, of Ohio My Roan doe 

For Mr. Turney, of Tennessee - ~— - 

For Mr. Baldwin, of Connecticui - - 

For Mr. Dodge, of Wisconsin - 

For Mr. Hale, of New Hampshire - 

For Mr. Upham, of Vermont a 3 

For Mr. Badger, of North Carolina - 

For Mr. Dawson, of Georgia ee 5 

For Mr. Dickinson, of New York - 

For Mr. Cass, of Michigan - - - 

Messrs. Butler, Underwood, Houston, and 
Cooper, were declared duly elected members of 
the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. Mangum then moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed to ballot for members of the Committee on 
the District of Columbia; which motion having 
been agreed to— 

Mr. M. said he would name, in accordance with 
the general understanding, Messrs. Yulee, Mil- 
ler, Shields, and Berrien. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot, when there 
appeared— 

For Mr. Shields, of Mlinois - 

For Mr. Berrien, of Georgia 

For Mr. Miller, of New Jersey 

For Mr. Yulee, of Florida - 

For Mr. Corwin, of Ohio - 

For Mr. Hamlin, of Maine - ° 

For Mr. Norris, of New Hampshire 

For Mr. Chase, of Ohio Saae 

For Mr. Cooper, of Pennsylvania - 

For Mr. Dodge, of lowa - - 

For Mr. Downs, of Louisiana - 

For Mr* Hale, of New Hampshire 

For Mr. Houston, of Texas - - - 

Messrs. Yulee, Miller, Shields, and Berrien, 
were declared duly elected members of the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

The following is a complete list of the Standing 
Committees of the Senate : 

Foreign Relations —Messrs. King, Foote, Web- 
ster, Benton, and Mangum. 

Finance —Messrs. Dickinson, Hunter, Phelps, 
Douglas, and Pearce. 

Commerce.—Messrs. Hamlin, Soule, Davis of 
Mass., Dodge of Wis., and Bell. 

Manufactures. — Messrs. . Sebastian, 
Clarke, Jones, and Upham. 

Agriculture —Messrs. Sturgeon, Turney, Spru- 
ance, Walker, and Corwin. 

Military Affairs.—Messrs. Davis of Miss., Bor- 
land, Greene, Shields, and Dawson. 

The Militia—Messrs. Houston, Dodge of Wis., 
Morton, Clemens, and Spruance. 

Naval Affairs——Messrs. Yulee, Mason, Badger, 
Bright, and Miller. 

Public Lands —Messrs, Felch, Borland, Under- 
wood, Shields, and Smith. 

Private Land Claims—Messrs, Downs, Whit- 
comb, Davis of Mass, Clemens, and Badger. 

Indian Affairs —Messrs. Atchison, Sebastian, 
Bell, Rusk, and Wales. 

Claims—Messrs. Norris, Whitcomb, Under- 
wood, Stewart, and Baldwin. 

Revolutionary Claims ——Messrs. Walker, Norris, 
Upham, Dodge of Iowa, and Cooper. 

The a Putler, Downs, Ber- 
rien, Bradbury, and Dayton. 

Post Ofie ond Post Roads—Messrs. Rusk, 
Bright, Upham, Soule, and Morton. 

Territories —Messrs. Douglas, Butler, Under- 
wood, Houston, and Cooper. © 
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elected Speaker on said 
the third next vote, if iaycautior 8 prope 
oo two less than a majority, he shall be declar. 
elected ; and so on, requiring one vote less to 
ballot taken until a choice of 


Miss., and Clarke. 
le ee eniet tie Cnatane Oe of the 
Bale Dodge of lowa, Walker, and 


Roads and Canals.—Messra. Bright, Atchison, 
Greene, Foote, and Spruance. 





Pwhlic Buildings—Messrs. Hunter, Davis of} us, 


Pensions —Messrs, King, Jones, Phelps, Stew- 
art, and Dayton. 

The District of Columbia.—Messrs. Mason, Yu- 
lee, Miller, Shields, and Berrien. 

Patents and the Patent Office -—Messrs. Turney, 
Norris, Wales, Whitcomb, and Dawson. 

Retrenchment. — Messrs. Bradbury, Houston, 
Mangum, Felch, and Clarke. 

The Library--Messrs. Pearce, Mason, and Da- 
vis of Miss. 

Enrolled Bilis —Mesers. Rusk and Badger. 

Engrossed Bills—Messrs. Jones, Corwin, and 
Sebastian. 

Printing —Messrs. Borland, Hamlin, and Smith. 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES. 

Mr. Julian, of Indiana, appeared and took his 
seat. 

Mr. Baker, of Illinois, moved that the Rev. 
Theobald Mathew be invited to take a seat upon 
the floor of the House. 

The resolution was adopted, Mr. Burt, of South 
Carolina, and a few Southern members, voting 
against it. 

Mr. Johnson, of Tennessee, moved that, while 
the House was in an unorgayized state, the cler- 
gy of the several denominations be invited to at- 
tend and open its services “with sincere prayer 
to the Giver of 2il Good fora speedy and satistac- 
tory organization and dispatch of the public busi- 
ness.” 

Mr. Houston, of Delaware, moved to amend by 
striking out @he words, “ mith sincere prayer,” &e 

Mr. Cobb, of Alabama, moved to amend by in- 
serting, the clergy “to pray for us continually.” 

The resolution was then laid upon the table. 

Several resolutions were offered, with a view to 
reopen debate on the subject of electing a Speak 
er, but they were laid upon the table. 

The roll was then called three successive times, 
but no choice of a Speaker was effected. 

On the last or 58th trial the vote stood— 
Robert C. Winthrop, of Mass, received = - 
John A. McClernand, of Illinois - - - 
Linn Boyd, of Kentucky 
William Strong, of Pennsylvania - - 
Howell Cobb, of Georgia - - - - 
George W. Julian, of Indiann -~— - - 
James McDowell, of Virginia - - - 
James G. King, of New Jersey - - - 
Charles S. Morehead, of Kentucky - - 
Christopher H. Williams, of Tennessee’ - 
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Thaddeus Stevens, of Pennsylvania - 
James Wilson, of New Hampshire’ - 
Henry W. Hilliard, of Alabama - - - 
A. H. Stephens, of Georgia elle as 
E. Carrington Cabell, of Florida - - 
Emile La Sere,of Louisiona - -~ - 
David Wilmot, of Pennsylvania - - - 
John K. Miller, of Ohio - - - - 
Charles M. Conrad, of Leuisiana 
William H. Bissell, of Illinois = - - - 
Edward W. McGaughey, of Indiana - - 
Humphrey Marshall, of Kentucky - 
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[No choice.] 

Allthe Whig members voted for Mr. 
throp, with the following exceptions : 

For Williams of Tennessee, Ashmun and J. P. 
Caldwell; for Wilson of New Hampshire, Ba- 
ker ; for Hilliard, Cabell; for ThaddeusStevens, 
Campbell and Howe; for A. H. Stephens, Cling- 
man ; for James G. King, Duer, Reynolds, Rum- 
sey, and Thurman; for Cabell, Hilliard; for 
Morehead, Morton, Owen, Stephens, and Toombs ; 
for Conrad, Outlaw; for McGaughey, Wilson; 
for Marshall, Winthrop. 

The residue of the vote was as follows: 

For John A. McClernand—Messrs. Albertson, 
Aske, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bowlin, Albert 
G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Cable, 
Howell Cobb, Disney, Dunham, Ewing, Fitch, 
Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamilten, T. L. 
Tiarris, Hoagland, Kaufman, Lefer, Jc® Mann, 
Mason, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. Mc- 
Lane, McMullen, McWillie, Miller, Olds, Par- 
ker, Phelps, Potter, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, 
Sweetzer, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, 
Willfam Thompson, Whittlesey, and Young. 

For Linn Boyd.—Messrs. Bocock, Bowdon, Burt, 
George A. Caldwell, Colcock, Daniel, Featherston, 
Hackett, Haralson, Harmanson, I. G. Harris, S. 
W. Harris, Holliday, Holmes, Howard, Robert 
W. Johnson, La Sere, McQueen, Meade, Mill- 
son, Morse, Orr, Powell, Ross, Seddon, F. P. 
Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Thomas, Venable, Wal- 
lace, Welborn, and Woodward. 

For George W. Julian—Messrs. Allen, Crowell, 
Giddings, Preston King, and Tuck. 

For Howell Cobb—Messrs. Averett, Boyd, Fui- 
ler, Gerry, Hammond, Andrew Johnson, Jones, 
Littlefield, Sawtelle, and Stetson. 

For William Strong—Messrs. Bingham, Boot 4, 
Carter, Cleveland, Dimmick, Doty, Durkee, Har- 
lan, Morris, Root, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, 
Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, and Peck. 

For James McDowell.—Messrs. W. R. W. Cobb, 
Edmundson, Hibbard, Peaslee, and Strong. 

For Emile La Sere.—Mr. Inge. 

For David Wilmot.—Mr. Juliar. 

For John K. Miller —Mr. McClernand. 

For William H. Bissell—Mr. Richardson. 

Mr. Woodward of South Carolina offered the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That Linn Boyd, the senior member 
of the House, be and he is hereby chosen Speak- 
er pro tempore; and that, upon his assuming the 
chair, the House will proceed to the election of 
Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, Doorkeeper, and Post- 
master ; and upon the election of those officers the 
House will proceed to vote for a permanent 
Speaker, and will continue so to vote from day to 
day until a permanent Speaker shall be elected ; 
and in the mean time the said temporary Speaker 
shall not appoint any committee on behalf of the 
House, nor shall the House itself elect any, or 
entertain any petition, bill, or proposition what- 
ever, looking to legislation, until such permanent 
Speaker shall have been duly elected. 

On motion of Mr. Hampton, this resolution was 
laid upon the table, the yeas and nays having 
first been ordered. On the motion to lay on the 
table , the vote stood, yeas 116, nays 103—the 
Democrats generally voting, nay, the Whigs and 


Free Soil men, yea. 





Tuurspay, Decemprr, 20, 1849. 
SENATE, 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Walker, of Wisconsin, was taken up: 

“ Resolved, That the Rev. Theobald Mathew be 
permitted to sit withim the bar of the Senate dur- 
ing the period of his gojourn in Washington.” 

Mr. Clemens of Alabama had objected to the 
resolution yesterday, and objected to it to-day, 
because the name of Father Mathew was signed 
to an address issued by O’Connell to the Irishmen 
in America, calling upon them to take part 
against the slaveholders; and, although written 
to by slaveholders since his advent in this coun- 
try, he had refused to retract the opinions then 
expressed. 

Mr.Clay regretted that the question of slavery 
should be introduced on all possible occasions, as 
unwise and injurious to the stability of the instie 
tution which, he had no doubt, the Senator from 
Alabama desired to uphold. He spoke in compli- 
mentary terms of Father Mathew, and thought 
the resolution due to him for his great services 
to the cause of Humanity, and as an Irish patriot 

Mr. Seward followed in a few pertinent obser- 
vations, closing with an allusion to the subject of 
slavery, as follows: 

Mr. President, I shall join in this homage as an 
act of reverence to virtue alone, if for no other 
reason; but I must be permitted to say with all 
freedom, and trust that the freedom will be con- 
ceded to me, as I am at all times ready to concede 
it to others, that this act of respect shall aot be 
allowed to be defeated because any peculiar opin- 
ions may be entertained by the person who is the 
subject of it, in regard to the institution of slavery. 
I must be allowed to say, with all respect, that I 
hope the American Senate will give evidence, by 
the unanimity with which we pass this resolution, of 
the sentiment which is almost unanimous amongst 
that if slavery be an error, or if it be a crime, or 
if it be a sin, we deplore its existence amongst us, 
and deny the nsibility of its introduction 
here ; and that, therefore, we should not withhold 
this token of rsspect from virtue, merely because 
it happens to be found residing in the mind of a 
person who has expressed an opinion unfavorable 





to the existence of slavery, but who is celebrated 
for his devotion to virtue and the rights of man. 

Mr. Davis of Mississippi was glad that the 
Senator from New York had made this avowal. 
Now, asa representative of slaveholders on that 
floor, he would not vote a compliment to a known 
ally of O’Connell. He wished it to be distinctly 
understood that he yielded all homage to the 
services of Father Mathew in Ireland, and to 
every Irishman not allied with O’Connell and 
abolitionism ‘he felt all that he did for a brother; 
but, as to O'Connell and his band, and all the 
horde of abolitionists, foreign and domestic, if he 
had the power to exclude them all from the 
chamber, he would not hesitate 2 moment to do it. 

Mr. Walker of Wiscousin made a few remarks, 
stating that he had introduced the resolution 
with the best motives, and without any reference 
whatever to the question of slavery, with which it 
was not at all connected. 


Mr. Hale. I shall vote for this resolution ; but 
I desire to say, that if the vote ! shall give were to 
be governed by the reputation which Father Ma- 
thew bears as an anti-slavery man, 1 should be 
constrained to vote nga’n.. it. If it were to he 
voted for upon the grwune « « corapliment io Fa- 
ther Mathew, upon his nierits as an aaoti-slavery 
man, T should be compelled to vote against its 
adoption ; and I rise now merely for the purpose 
of stating this, that it may not be supposed that I 
am desirous of extending this courtesy to him up- 
on any such considerations; and, if the distin- 
guished Senator from Kentucky will allow me, I 
will correct an error into which he has fallea. 

Mr. Clay. Certainly, aw always happy to be 
set right. 

Mr. Hale. I believe that Father Mathew has 
not gone so far as to say that he has changed any 
opinion that he has heretofore expressed in regard 
to the subject of slavery. 

Mr. Clay. Will the Senator front New Hamp- 
shire allow me to interrupt him? I do not think 
that I said that Father Mathew had retracted his 
opinion ; but, from the language used by him in 
reply to the invitation of Garrison and others, it 
is evident that his views in relation to the institu- 
tion of slavery in this country are not such as 
have been attributed to him 

Mr. Hale. I believe that the Senator from 
Kentucky is right. When Father Mathew was 
in Boston, I am aware that he was called upon to 
sanction, by his presence, the proceedings of a 
meeting to be held in commemoration of the 
emancipation of the slaves in the West Indies, 
and that he refused to doso; but he did not inti- 
mate to the committeeof invitation—and | read 
the account of the occurrence with a good deal of 
attention—what his views were on the subject. 
He took the course of non-intervention. He chose 
to be silent in regard to the subject; and upon 
that ground, if it were a matter that had connec- 
tion with this proposition, I should withhold from 
it my vote; but I put it upon a very different 
ground. J regard it as it is regarded by the Senator 
from Kentucky, as a tribute to his virtues, to his 
philanthropy, to his meritorious exertions in an- 
other and a different field of labor. I shall vote 
in favor of the resolution, although I disapprove of 
the course he has taken upon the slavery question. 
If the Senator from Miesissippi [Mr. Davis] will 
allow me a word: he said that if he had the power 
he would exclude from this floor every one who 
sympathizes with the abolitionists, foreign and 
domestic. 

Mr. Davis. 
domestic. 

Mr.Hale. Well, sir, itis sufficient that slavery 
has not got the power ; and I venture to say, that 
if I had the power, I would not exclude all, but I 
would exclude so many, that when we came to 
have the committees of the Senate appointed, they 
should wear a little different complexion from 
what they do now. [Laughter.] I would restore 
the equilibrium, but not shut them all out. I 
would have perhaps three-fifths of those who were 
left here of my own way of thinking, and leavea 
wholesome minority to keep the balance-wheels of 
Government properly in “notion, so that we should 
have free and fair discusfian unon the avbjest. | 
hope I have made myself ‘understood, for ¥ would 
by no means seem to sanction Father Mathew’s 
course in this respect. My objections to him are 
as deep upon that ground as those of the Senator 
from Alabama. They are of another color alto- 
gether, it is true, but go quite as far as his. Up- 
on the ground I| have stated, I shall certainly vote 
for the resolution ; but with reluctance, I confess, 
fearing that I shall be misunderstood as sanction- 
ing his course upon the subject of slavery, which 
I disapprove as much as anybody. 

Mr. Badger, of North Carolina, moved to lay 
the resolution on the table. There was no pre- 
cedent for such a resolution, and, if passed, it 
would furnish a precedent that might greatly em- 
barrass them hereafter in discussions of the com- 
parative merits of individuals sought to be spe- 
cially honored. He withdrew his motion for a 
time. 

Mr. Cass regretted the turn the debate had 
taken. The questions discussed would be upon 
them soon enough. He did not know or inquire 
the opinions of Father Mathew on the stbject of 
slavery. The resolution was but a complimenta- 
ry notice to a distinguishe@ man, and he warmly 
supported it. 

Mr. Foote, of Mississippi, declared himself in 
favor of the resolution. He eulogized the great 
Apostle of Temperance in glowing terms, and 
thought that almost the unanimous vote of the 
Senate would have been given for the resolution, 
but for the extraordinary speech of the Senator 
from New York. He hoped that Senator had 
done gross injustice to Father Mathew by repre- 
senting him as “a mere abolition incendiary.” 
He could not believe the reports concerning his 
opinions on slavery to be true. 

And now, sir, let me turn my attention particu- 
larly, fora moment or two, to the Senator from 
the Empire State, who has so unauthorizedly ad- 
vocated: the resolution of the honorable Senator 
from Wisconsin, [Mr. Walker,] on the ground 
that Father Mathew is an avowed abolitionist in 
opinion, and is ox that account worthy to receive 
special honor at the hands’ of an American Sen- 
ate. Why, sir, the honorable Senator must have 
forgotten where he was;{ke must have become 
suddenly oblivious of his official oath, which binds 
him to support the Contetitution of the United 
States, whose sacred provisions guaranty perpetu- 
al protection to slavery against all foes, either for- 
eign or domestic. 

Sir, what object did the honorable Senator from 
New York propose to attain by this extraordina- 
ry display of the morning? Is it his object mere- 
ly to monopolize the s¢igathies of the whole Irish 
and Catholic population ef the Republic; and, by 
making this resolution odious to all who respect 
the vitel principles which are embodied in our 
political compact, and driving from its support all 
but the avowed anti-slavery members of this body, 
thus to establish exclusive claims to the future 
political support of this numerous and respectable 
class of American voters? Is it the acquisition of 
Presidential honors in 1852 that has bedazzled the 
fancy of the honorable Senator from New York, 
and prompted him to utter that calumnious and 
deeply dishonoring panegyric upon the famed 
Missionary of Temperance, which has awakened 
in this hall so profound a sentiment of surprise, 
of indignation, and of ‘error? Did I regard 
Father Mathew as deserving any part of the 
commendation bestowed upon him, in connection 
with the cause of abolition, by the honorable Sen- 
ator from New York, instead of recognising him 
as a noble philanthropist, I should feel compelled 
to class him with thieves, and robbers, and mur- 
derers, and midnight incendiaries. 

Sir, there wasa classic saying in the olden time, 
which all of us doubtless remember: “ Quod teti- 
git id ornavit”” ‘The conduct of the honorable 
Senator from New York,and that of his abolition 
associates and allies, here and elsewhere, is ex- 
actly the reverse of this: whatever they touch they 
dfile; contact with them and their accursed 
cause (politically speaking) is rank pollution; 
their counsels are pregnant with destruction; the 
downfall of our free institutions is the natural and 
inevitable result of their malevolent devices. On 
this particular occasion the honorable Senator 
from New York, professing @ desire to evince his 
personal respect for one whe stands but little in 
need of his superserviceable | praises, has signally 
discredited the subject of his laudations, and 
awakened more or less of prejudice in bosoms 
where, but for the officious zeal of which I am 
complaining, naught but sentiments of kind re- 
spect and generous sympathy would have found 
admittance. 

In conclusion, I will take the liberty of warn- 
ing that Senator that a period has almost arrived 
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when even his eloquent tongue will be stilled 


upon his favorite topic. The time is not far dis- 
tant when even such a formally prepared, prosy, 
and well-conned speech as that which he uttered 
this morning in our hearing will be impatiently 
listened to, if listened to at all, by this august as- 
sembly ; when the enlightened and patriotic peo- 
ple of this great Republic will indignantly de- 
nounce the noisy agents of faction who have 50 
long disturbed the public repose by unseemly and 
profitless wranglings, and command them to be si- 
lent, and silent forever. 

Yes, sir, the day is not distant—it is even now 
at hand—when faction shall no longer be permit- 
ted to encumber the machinery of Government ; 
when a patient and forbearing people will submit 
no further to be burdened with all the enormous 
expenses of Government without any of the ben- 
efits of actual legislation; when a few wicked and 
reckless demagogues in Congress will be no longer 
permitted to embroil our public councils with se- 
ditions declamation, and put the happiness of the 
whole Republic in imminent peril, in order to 
earn for themselves a little dishonorable notorie- 
ty; and when the wretched champions of aboli- 
tion and free soil shall mourn in sackcloth and 
ashes over all the mischief which they have en- 
gendered, and seek in retirement and obscurity 
that immunity for offeuces perpetrated, and for 
still greater offences projected but counteracted, 
for which they will be indebted alone to the mag- 
nanimity of the people whom they havo sought 
to betray and to ruin. 


Mr. Mangum of North Carolina was in favor 
of the resolution : 


Sir, in conferring honor upon a distinguished 
philanthropist, what may be his opinions on the 
subject of slavery I neither know nordo I inquire. 
I have no sensibility, sir, that can be excited by 
such small matters as the expression of any sen- 
timents as a mere individual opinion. I suppose 
that nobody can misconceive my general senti- 
ments in connection with the subject of slavery ; 
but, sir, this institution, whether for weal or for 
wo, may defy such weak assaults. It is bused 
upon a foundation that may defy danger from 
such a cause, and scorn to exhibit any apprehen- 
sion in relation to its stability or justification. 
Sir, I do not suffer that consideration to weigh a 
feather. 

Mr. Butler of South Carolina thought the res- 
olution extraordinary and unnecessary. But he 
did not wish to be understood as censuring Father 
Mathew. He believed, indeed, that gentlemen 
from both sections of the Union were mistaken as 
to his opinions on the Slavery Question. He was 
under the impression that Father Mathew held 
that the people of the whole country had an equal 
right in the Territories of the Union. He op- 
posed the resolution on general grounds. 

Mr. Dickinson of New York sustained the res- 
olution. 

Mr. Badger reasserted his objection. 

Mr. Downs of Louisiana was in favor of the 
resolution. Some, he said, seemed disposed to 
vote against it, in consequence of the speech in 
favor of it by the Senator from New York. My 
mind has not been influenced by that fact. I 
think of his effort very much as the Senator from 
Mississippi has characterized it. Very likely he 
took that ground to start this issue, and to throw 
us in a false position and weaken our cause. I do 
not wish or intend to be influenced by him in any 
way. I do not wish to fall into perhaps the very 
trap he has set for us. I wish to vote on this, as 
on all other occasions, entirely uninfluenced by 
what he says or does. If he thinks I shall vote 
against this resolution because he advocates it, I 
wish, for one, to show him that he cannot influ- 
ence me in that way any more than in any other. 
I wish him not to spring a new issue on us. 


Mr. Pearce of Maryland was opposed. If you 
make a precedent now, it will be followed up, and 
the end will be that the Senate of the United 
Statoa will heeome 9-sort of const io give certifi. 
cates of merit and good behaviour. 

Mr. Douglas of [linois supported the resolu- 
tion. The disagreement of the Senators from 
New York and New Hampshire showed that, 
when they came to talk of Father Mathew’s sla- 
very opinions, they knew nothing of what they 
were talking. 

Mr. Hale. Was it the Senator from New York, 
or the Senator from New Hampshire, or either of 
them, that introduced the subject of slavery in 
connection with Father Mathew? 

Mr. Douglas. So far as I heard, it was one of 
them. 

Mr. Hale. I understood it to be introduced by 
the Senator from Alabama, | Mr. Clemens.] 

Mr. Douglas. That may be. I did not hear the 
remarks made by him. 

Mr. Seward. Will the honorable Senator men- 
tion what remark of the Senator from New York 
spoke of the ch«racter of Father Mathew’s opin- 
ions upon the subject of slavery ? 

Mr. Douglas. I cannot repeat the precise sen- 
tence. 

Mr. Seward. The idea, if you please. 

Mr. Douglas. I understood the Senator from 
New York to advocate this resolution as an en- 
couragement of anti-slavery sentiments, and 
have noticed that the same construction has been 
given to it throughout the debate. I should be 
very happy to hear that I misunderstood the hon- 
orable Senator. 

Mr. Seward. The Senator from New York sub- 
mitted to misapprehension rather than interrupt 
the debate by explanation. The Senator from 
New York received his information as to the ob- 
jection to this resolution from the Senator from 
Alabama, whose sole objection was that Father 
Mathew, once upon a time, signed an address in 
Ireland, with Daniel O’Connell, to the Irish in 
America, relative to the subject of slavery, and 
when called upon had not retracted it. The Sen- 
ator from New York argued that he had the same 
right to express his opinions ; and that the tribute 
proposed to be paid to bim should not be withheld 
from him simply because he has sympathized with 
what the Senator from New York had considered 
tho cause of human freedom. 

Mr. Douglas. I am happy to hear this explana- 
tion, for I am allowed to consider the explanation 
as a disavowal of any intention to advocate here 
peculiar sentiments upon the subject of slavery. 
I think it is doing injustice to the character of 
this distinguished philanthropist to attempt to 
connect his name with the subject of slavery on 
this side or on the other. 

Mr. Douglas went on to make some strictures 
upon the general character of the debate, dis- 
claiming, however, any purpose to apply his re- 
marks to any member personally. ® 

Mr. Clemens rose to state more in detail his 
reasons against the resolution. 

During his speech an explanation was made by 
Senator Berrien concerning the position of Fa- 
ther Mathew, the invitation that had been given 
him by Southern Temperance Societies, and then 
withdrawa, &e. 

Mr. Clemens of Alabama then proceeded— 

The Senator from New York has spoken of his 
interference with the subject of slavery as a rec- 
ommendation; and the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire adds, that Father Mathew is not enough of 
an abolitionist for him. Both Senators claim that 
this officious intermeddling with the property and 
the rights of others is a very praiseworthy exhi- 
bition of Christian charity, and sympathy for the 
wrongs of the slave. I never doubted, sir, that 
such were the opinions of those gentlemen. Their 
acts for years past have been too unequivocal to 
admit of misconstruction. I know that the cruel- 
ties of the slaveholder, and the sufferings of the 
down-trodden African, have formed the chief sta- 
ple of all their discourses. Let me tell them that 
it would be well to look a little at home. There 
are at your own doors objects of charity enough, 
without hunting for slaves upon whom to bestow 
it. There are at this very momert, in all your 
great cities, thousands of homeless wretches, des- 
titute of food and raiment, and without a thought 
or an instinct that is not colored by crime. There 
are hordes of wretched females toiling by day and 
by night for a miserable pittance, which only 
adds to the horrors of starvation by protracting 
the agonies of the sufferer. There are bands of 
little children to whom beggary has descended as 
an inheritance, and for whom a State prison is a 
welcome asylum. Misery in all its forms—poy- 
erty in allits rags—sickness and starvation are 
around you; and yet, with a miserable h isy, 
you must travel away to the South, ad waste 
your sympathies upon a population who are bet- 
ter clothed, better fed, who work less and live 
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more happily than four-fifths of yourselves. You 
compel a poor factory girl to perform an amount 





of labor which is not exacted from healthy and ro- 
bust men by the planters of the South—separate her 
from her friends and relations—allow no one to 
visit her without a written pass from an overseer, 
and all the whjle thank God that you are free 
from the curse of African slavery. Nay, more: 
you assume to be of a better and a purer race. 
You unblushingly assert, on sll occasions, that 
while the pistol and the bowie knife give law +o 
the South, you are in the constant observance of 
moral and religious precepts. Sir, 1 admit with 
regret that there are occasional scenes of violence 
among us, and that sometimes we forget the value 
of human life; but our offences have always a 
touch of manliness in them. There are no petty 
larcenies— no outrages upon unprotected fe- 
males—-no midnight assassinations for money. 
When we stoop to imitate the brute creation, we 
take the licn, not the hyena, for our model. But, 
while I make the admission that we are not alto- 
gether free from crime, let me ask how stands the 
case with you? The city of New York alone fur- 
nishes more State prison convicts than the whole 
fifteen Southern States together. You tear down 
churches: burn up convents, inhabited by a few 
helpless nuns; get up processions in honor of 
a brutal prize-fighter; and raise riots at the bid- 
ding of a worthless player, in which scores of 
lives are sacrificed, without dresming that there is 
anything in al this unhecomiug the descendants 
jef the pilgriza Sacre Look ai home, 1 say ; cor- | 
rect your own iniquities, relieve your own suffer- 
ers, and then, but not till then, you may prate of 
the crime and misery which slavery engenders. 

I regret, Mr. President, that this debate has 
sprung up. I regret still more the course it has 
taken ; not, however, from prudential considera- 
tions—not because, as the Senator from Kentucky 
has intimated, it is imprudent to discuss mat- 
ters in rele‘ion to slavery—but because this ques- 
tion must soon be met in another form, and I was 
Willing te let it slumber tillthen. But I may as well 
now say that the time for prudential action is past. 
The disease is a desperate one, and requires des- 
perate remedies. For one, sir, I yield no inch of 
ground—no, not one hair’s breadth. Whenever 
this anti-slavery sentiment shows itself, whatever 
form it may assume,I am ready to do battle 
against it. The time for half measures has gone 
by. You must let us alone, or take the conse- 
quences. 


Mr. Mason, of Virginia, strongly opposed the 
resolution : 


Sir, what has been done? Heto whom you 
propose to pay this compliment in the resolution 
now before us, as a man of peace—as one clothed 
with the robes of the church—as one exercising 
among men a moral power unparalelled in the 
world, by the success of his mission in a great and 
philanthropic effort—did lend the authority of 
that position to interfere in that question here 
while a foreigner and ina foreign land. Has he 
retracted? No! And weare told that we are 
to endorse it. With that sin unexpiated, we are 
told that the American Senate should pay a com- 
pliment that I have said has been paid specially 
but once. Now, sir,] mean not to express any 
distrust of that gentleman’s mission. I entertain 
for him feelings of unbounded respect and grati- 
tude for the great mission in which he is embark- 
ed. I regret extremely that in any unguarded 
moment, if it were so, or with any fixed and set- 
tled design, he ever lent his name to any purpose 
of such utter disrespect to the American People 
and their institutions. But he did it. And 1 
humbly submit to you, if you pay this compli- 
ment which is now asked of the American Sen- 
ate, what authority have we that he may not feel 
himself called upon to connect his mission in some 
manner with the destruction of slavery in the 
Southern States? , 

Mr. Houston of Texas was in favor of the res- 
olution : 


I bid him welcome. It has nothing to do, in 
my opinion, with all the noise of political strife, 
and [ am not prepared to combine it with the 
Tariff, Nullification, Abolition, or anything of 
that kind, or manufactures of any shape, unless 
it is the manufacture of intemperate men into so- 





ber, respectable citizens. This is as far asl will 
; go, sir. But I do not think, atall times when this 
anestion may arise, we should consider thot the 
time flags passed by when prudential considera- 
tions should be entertained and cherished in this 
body. They are, sir, in the American People; 
they are a' the citizen’s hearthstone; they are in 
your churches of sacred worship; they are in 
your court-houses; they are even upon your 
muster-grounds, and are hardly yet excluded 
from the grog-shops in America. Prudential 
considerations! Sir, while liberty is outraged, 
while man cannot approach his dignity, or while 
the Union is worth preserving, prudential con- 
siderations are attached to the great mind of so- 
ciety. I will cherish it properly on all occasions ; 
I will oppose it on no occasion ; but I will venture 
everything to avert the evils threatened; and I 
will never provoke them. I am not a garrulous 
old man, nor am [a testy old woman, sir, to threat- 
en this Union. [Laughter.] 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Yulee, Foote, Walker, Davis of Miss., Downs, 
and Calhoun. 

Mr. Calhoun said— 


Mr. President, 1 intend to limit my remarks 
simply to the question of laying upon the table. 
It is now ascertained that there is no precedent 
whatever to justify the resolution. We are there- 
fore to make a precedent of this case ; for, let our 
vote be either affirmative or negative, it is a pre- 
cedent. Now, sir, setting all other considerations 
out of view, | am not willing to make a precedent. 
It appears to me that the Senate itself ought to 
come to the conclusion, from this very debate, of 
the impropriety of making this a precedent. It 
has now occupied us for hours, bringing up a dis- 
cussion which, so far as the gentleman-is con- 
cerned whois the subject-matter of it, must wound 
his feelings much more than the compliment 
would heal them. The Senate now sees that Mr. 
Mathew cannot possibly receive the united invi- 
tation of this body. It must be a divided vote. 
The compliment, if it be passed, will be weaken- 
ed ; and [ submit it to every Senator, whether it 
will not be more acceptable to his feelings to lay 
it upon the table, upon the ground that we do not 
choose to make a precedent, than to vote for it 
dividedly. 

The Senator from Louisiana behind me [Mr. 
Downs] urges the reason for making this a pre- 
cedent, that it is extraordinary ;. that the occasion 
is peculiar, and can scarcely hereafter be repeat- 
ed. Sir, the very fact that it is extraordinary, is 
a motive for not making it a precedent. If you 
vote it down in a strong case, it will establish the 
rule so that it cannot be broken over hereafter. 
And if you vote affirmatively upon it, it will 
draw after it a train that it will be impossi- 
ble to resist. You may refuse this on the ground 
that there is no precedent; but, if you make a 
precedent, then, when you come to object here- 
after to a resolution of this kind, it becomes a 
question of merit. Now, sir, gentlemen know, 
upon a question of merit, how difficult it is to 
decide. 

Sir, I must say that, in many respects, we do 
not respect ourselves as much as we ought. There 
is not a parliamentery body in the world that ex- 
tends compliments of this kind. In the British Par- 
liament it is a high honor to be introduced by a 
distinguished member of either House privately. 
No foreigner or other man ought to expect sucha 
compliment from the United States. We owe 
more to ourselves than to give it; and especially 
as this goes far beyond any other—admitting him 
within the bar of the Senate. Sir, I do hope the 
Senate will pause before they give an affirmative 
vote: I hope they will consider it and settle it, 
that compliments of this kind are not to be ex- 
pected from us. 


On the motion to lay the resoluiion on the ta- 
ble the vote stood—yeas 19, nays 34. The ques- 
tion then being put on the resolution, it was 
adopted—yeas 33, nays 18—as follows: 


Yras-—Mesers. Baldwin, Bell, Bradbury, Bright, 
Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davis of Mass., 
Dickinson, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Downs, 
Felch, Greene, Hamlin, Houston, Jones, Man- 
gum, Miller, Norris, Seward, Shields, Smith, 
Soulé, Stewart, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, 
Wales, Walker, and Whitcomb—33. 

Nays—Messre. Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Bor- 
land, Butler, Calhoan, Clemens, Davis of Missis- 
sippi, Dawson, Foote, Hunter, Mason, Morton, 
Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Turney, and Yulee—18. 

[All the nays from the slave States—all the 
yeas from the free States, except nine—two from 
Kentucky, one from Tennessee, one from North 
Carolina, one from Maryland, two from Louis- 
iana, one from Texas, and one from Delaware. ] 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
After the reading of yesterday’s journal— 
Mr. Giddings he said, to propound a ques- 
tion to his colleague, [Mr. Vinton.] He was in- 
formed that his colleague presided last night at 
a caucus of the Whig party, and from which 
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caucus a proposition had been sent to the Demo- 
cratic caucus, proposing to apportion the offices 
of the House, without consulting others who wera 
in the minority. He wished to know if it was so. 

Mr. Stanly said he trusted in God that the 
Whig party and Democratic party intended to 
org2nize the House, irrespective of the factions in 
all parts of the House. 

_ Mr. Ashmun said he would answer the ques- 
tion which had been propounded. The gentie- 
man from Ohio had asked whether the Whig cau- 
cus Which met last night sent a proposition to the 
Democratic side, to upportion the offices of the 
House among them? He answered, most emphati- 
cally, No: there had been nothing like it. 

Mr. Preston King inquired if there had been 
any written communication between the two cau- 
cuses ? 

Mr. Stanly replied: Nothing that the 
be ashamed of, when disclosed . a Sema 

_Mr. Ashmun still retaining the floor with a 
view to continuing his statement— 

Mr. Toombs called him to order, on the ground 
that he was violating the rule prescribed by the 
resolution of the 14th instant, which prevents 
any debate or other business until a Speaker 
shall have been elected. 

Mr. Stanly appealed to the gentleman from 
Georgia to allow the gentleman from Masssachu- 
_— ~we a fair s!acement. 

Mx. Toombs suid “he was oppossd in the rule 
which had been adopted, but nevertheless he 
would insist on its being enforced, and protested 
against its being made a convenience of, to be 
used only in some cases and not in others. 

Mr. Bart moved that the resolution be re- 
seinded. 

Mr. Ashmun said that an inquiry having been 
permitted by the House to be made, he was pro- 
mr by unanimous consent, to give an answer 
Mr. Toombs insisting on his point of order— 
The question was taken, whether the gentleman 
from Mussachusetts was in order, and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Ashmun then said that he was not about 
to debate the rule, but, by general consent, by 
oe: courtesy of the House, was about to pro- 
cee 

Mr. Toombs wished the gentleman to under- 
stand that it was not by general consent, as he 
for one was opposed to his proceeding. _ 

Mr. Ashmun remarked that, when the question 
was put, no objection was made until he had pro- 
ceeded to answer. He could only say that he was 
at the Whig caucus, and that no such thing was 
done as had been intimated by the gentleman from 
Ohio. He (Mr. A.) was at the Whig caucus, and 
a resolution was passed appointing three members 
from the Southern States and three members 
from the Northern States to confer with a like 
number of members from the Democratic caucus, 
with a view to an organization of the House on 
just and fair principles. 

Mr. Giddings said he had another question 
which he wished to propound to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, and was proceeding to make 
an inquiry, when 

Mr. Evans, of Maryland, raised 2 point of or- 
der, that the gentleman from Ohio had no right 
to put further interrogatories to’ the gentleman 
from Massachusetts without general consent. 

And the question having been taken whether 
Mr. Giddings was in order or not, it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. Giddings was then understood to inquire 
whether the continuance of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and its extension to the Terri- 
tories was the basis of the arrangement ? 

Mr. Ashmun replied, that neither that nor any 
other subject but the organization of the House 
formed the basis of the arrangement. 

Mr. Stanton, of Kentucky, interfered, and said 
that if it would be agreeable to the House, the cor- 
respondence which took place between the two 
parties might be read. 

And Mr. Stanton having sent the papers to the 
Clerk’s table, the following was read as the ema- 
nation of the Whig caucus: 

“ T'o the Chairman of the Democratic Caucus in the 
Hail of the House of Representatives : 

“ Resolved, That the members of the Whig 
perty propose to the members of the Douwoersti 
party the appointment of a committee of six gea 
tlemen, to meet a committee of the same number 
on the part of the Whig party, to consult upon and 
report to their respective meetings a mode of defi- 
nite organization of the House of Representatives 
upon just and fair principles, and that Messrs. 
White of New York, Conrad of Louisiana, Breck 
of Kentucky, Vinton of Ohio, Stanly of North 
Carolina, and Ashmun of Massachusetts, be the 
committee on the part of the Whigs. 

“ Samvue. F. Vinton, 
Chairman of the Whig Meeting. 
“James Brooks, Secretary.” 





The following response of the Democratic cau- 
cus was also read : 

“ Resolved, That the chairman of this meeting 
appoint six members of the Democratic party, to 
confer with the committee appointed by the Whig 
meeting, and report the result of their conference 
to a meeting of the Democratic party to be held 
in this hall to-morrow night. 

“Mr. Stanton of Tennessee, Mr. Thompson 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. Bayly of Virginia, Mr. 
McClernand of Illinois, Mr. Harris of Alabama, 
and Mr. Potter of Ohio. 

“ J, Tuompson, 
Chairman of the Democratic Meeting. 
“ Attest: R. H. Stanton, Secretary” 


The reading of this correspondence was follow- 
ed by much laughter on both sides of the House ; 
and before quiet was restored— 

Mr. Root rose to make a suggestion. 

[Loud cries of “call the roll,” “call the roll.”] 

Mr. Root. Gentlemen ought not to be in so 
great a hurry to have the roll called; they should 
wait for.the joint committee to report. We are 
told that the ox knoweth his master, and the ass 
his master’s crib; but certainly there have been 
many strange animals here within a few days 
without either master or crib. [Laughter.] 

Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee, rose to a point of 
order ; that no debate could be allowed under the 
resolution passed on the 14th instant. 

Mr. Root said that he would move to rescind 
the resolution, and proceed to discuss this ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Van Dyke called the gentleman to order, 
on the ground that his motion was not debatable. 

Mr. Root was proceeding further to speak on 
his motion to rescind the resolution of the 14th 
instant, when . 

Mr. Stanly raised the question of order, that 
no debate was in order under that resolution. 

There wag @ general demand that the question 
should be taken on the point of order. 

The Clerk then stated the question, as follows : 
The gentleman from Ohio had made a motion to 
rescind the resolution cutting off debate until a 
Speaker shall have been elected, and after so do- 
ing was proceeding to make remarks, when he was 
— to order by the gentleman from North Car- 
olina. 

But, before the Clerk put the question to the 
House whether the gentleman from Ohio was in 
order— 

Mr. Giddings rose and said he intended to de- 
bate the question of order. 

Mr. Van Dyke called the gentleman to order, 
on the graund that a question of order was not 
debatable. 

Mr. Giddings proceeded. His colleague [Mr. 
Root] had proposed to show the reason why the 
resolution should be rescinded, when he was call- 
ed to order. 

Loud and long cries of “ order,” “order.” 

Mr. Giddings, however, persisted in holding 
the floor, saying that he intended te debate the 
question of order, and to show that his colleague 
had a right to proceed in his remarks. 

Mr. Van Dyxe and others insisted on the point 
of order; and the question being taken, Mr. Gid- 
dings was decided to be out of order, and he took 
his seat, remarking that it was not the first time 
he had been choked on that floor. 

The question was then taken in the case of Mr. 
Root, and he was also declared to be out of order 
in procveding to debate his motion to rescind the 
resolution of the 14th instant. 

The question on the motion to rescind the reso- 
lution prohibiting debate was next put, and it 
was disagreed to by the following vote—yeas 90, 
nays 130. 

Mr. Albertson then offered the following reso- 
lution: : 

Resolved, That James McDowell, of Virginia, 
be and he is hereby chosen Speaker pro tempore ; 
and that, upon his assuming the chair, the House 
will proceed to the election of Clerk, Sergeant-at- 
Arms, Deorkeeper. and Postmaster ; and upon 7 
election of those officers the House will procee 
to vote for a permanent Speaker, and will continue 
so to vote from day to day until 4 permanent 
Speaker shall be elected ; and in the mean time 

Speaker shall not appoint any 
committee on behalf of the House, nor shall the 
House itself elect any, or entertain any ang 
bill, or proposition whatever, looking to legislation, 
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until such permanent Speaker shall have been 
ected. 

only Wread said that, believing the resolution 

to be out of order, he wonld move to lay it on the 

table; which motion was agreed to, as follows— 

yeas 127, nays 94, 

A motion now to adjourn failed--yeas 74, nays 
$4. 

The roll was called for the 59th time, with the 
following result : 

Edward Stanly, of North Carolina - 
John A. McClernand, of Illinois- =~ 
Linn Boyd, of Kentucky - . , 
William Strong, of Pennsylvania - 
Robert C. Winthrop, of Massachusetts 
David Wilmot, of Pennsylvania - - 
John K. Miller, of Ohio . 
E. Carrington Cabell, of Florida - 

Robert C. Schenck, of Ohio - 

Howell Cobb, of Georgia - - 

James McDowell, of Virginia - 

Thaddeus Stevens, of Pennsylvania 

Richard J. Bowie, of Maryland - 

R. M. McLane, of Maryland - 

Charles S. Morehead, of Kentucky 

James M. H. Beale, of Virginia - 

Emery D. Potter, of Ohio - . 

Charles M. Conrad, of Louisiana 

R. W. Johnson, of Arkansas - 

Edward W. McGaughey, of Indiana 

David K. Carter,of Ohio - = - ‘. “ 

McCleruand, Stanly, and Wilmot, received the 
following votes : 

For John A. McClernand.-- Messrs. Albertson, 
Ashe, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bowlin, Boyd, 
A‘bert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Cable, How- 
ell Cobb, Disney, Dunham, Ewing, Fitch, Gerry, 
Gilmore, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, Thomas L. 
Harris, Hoagland, Holmes, Kaufman, Leffler, Lit- 
tlefield, Job Mann, McDowell, Robert iki. Mc- 
Lane, McMullen, MeWillie, Miller, Millson, 
Morris, Olds, Parker, Phelps, Potter, Robbins, 
Robinson, Savage, Sawtelle, Sweetzer, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, Wm. Thomp- 
son, Whittlesey, and Young. 

Por EK daard Stanly, —_Moosre, Alexander, An- 
derson, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, 
Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, 
Casey, Chandler, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Deber- 


~ 
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ry, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Na- , 


than Evans, Freedley, Gould, Grinnell, Hallo- 
way, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Houston, James L. 
Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Marshall, 
Matteson, McKissock, F. E. McLean, Moore, 
Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phcenix, Pit- 
man, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, 
Rumsey, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Shepperd, Silvester, Taylor. John B. Thompson, 
Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat- 
kins, White, Williams, and Winthrop. 

For David Wilmot —Messrs. Allen, Durkee, 
Giddings, Julian, Preston King, Root, and Tuck. 


The House then adjourned. 
THE N ATION AL ERA. 
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xt Severat Reviews are noticed on our 4th 
page, among them, two of the Foreign Quarter- 
lies, republished by Lzonard Scott § Co., New 
York, and for sale by W. Adam, Pennsylvania 
avenue, Washington. 


Tue Cuitp’s PLavuouse —The author of the 
Child’s Playhouse, on our fourth page, pleases 
us so well, that we shall be very happy to hear 
from her again. 


Historica Sketcn or THE Prusstan Revo.v- 
T1oN.—The second part of the series of chapters 
on the Prussian Revolution, by our European cor- 
respondent, is commenced in this week’s Eva, (see 
4th page.) The author has made himself familiar 
with the causes and course of revolutions in Eu- 
rope. 


SE 


AN APOLOGY. 


The important Congressional proceedings and 
the President’s Message have crowded out much 
editorial, and left very little room for correspond- 
ents. It will be impossible, for two or three num- 
bers to come, to give much varfety in the Eva. 
This week, however, disposes of one long docu- 
ment, and the next, we hope, will finish the rest. 

We have on hand some very valuable contribu- 
tions, which shall appear as soon as we can make 
room. Our poetical correspondents, specially, 
have laid us under many obligations. 

Many new publications, lately received, will be 
noticed in our next. We hope the publishers, to 
whom we are indebted for so many favors, will 
excuse unavoidable delay. 


—o—__— 


INDEX TO THE THIRD VOLUME OF THE ERA. 


We had intended to print in this number, an 
index to the 3d volume of the Eva; but it oceu- 
pied so much room, that, with the President’s 
Message, it would scarcely have admitted any- 
thing else. We shall therefore issue it in an ex- 
tra sheet, which will be sent to all our sub- 
scribers, when the process of renewing their sub- 
scriptions shall have been completed. 


THE FRIEND OF YOUTH. 


The third number of the Friend of Youth was 
mailed to subscribers last Monday. Its contents 
are peculiarly attractive, and are as follows: 

Contaisutep—Henry Hanson's Unlucky Day, 
by Martha Russell; Ewhanasia, by Dr. William 
Elder ; Honor thy Father and thy Mother, by Mary 
Irving, (concluded ;) Gzometrical Question. 

Setecteo —The Child and the Queen; The Noble- 
Hearted Sailor Boy ; Taking a Lesson; Lazy Bea- 
vers ; Henry Box Brown; Unrolling a Mummy ; 
The Bishop and the Birds; The Peaches ; Poverty 
a Blessing; The Arab and his Barb; Untutored 
Eloquence. 

Poretry.—The Mouse and the Cake; I'll never 
use Tobacco ; Self-Communion, by Mrs. Bailey. 

Eprroriau.— Christmas ; New Books; Chapter 
for Mothers and Daughters ; Contentment, or Ella’s 
Wants ; Unspoken Falsehood. 

Price 50 cents a year; five copies for $2. Ad- 
dress Mrs. Margaret L. Bailey, Washington, D. C- 


MR. ROBINSON OF INDIANA. 


From a note addressed to us by this gentleman, 
and from the corrected report of his speech in the 
Congressional Globe, we learn that we did in- 
justice to him in representing him as a Non-Inter- 
ventionist. We regret this error the more, be- 
cause our paper has an extensive circulation in 
his district. We are assured that he was elected 
as a Wilmot Proviso man, continues unchanged, 


and will support, without wavering, that policy-. 


We wish it were in our power to name him among 
the few Democrats who refused to vote for a Sla- 
very Propagandist for Speaker. 


GODEY'S LADY’S BOOK. 


The notice we are about to take of this “ Lady’s 
Book,” as it is styled, is somewhat different from 
our usual notices of such publications. We find 
the following choice morsel in the Columbia (S. C.) 
Telegraph, which recently denounced Godey’s 
Magazine, because Gracr GREENWoOoD, one of its 
editors. was an occasional contributor to the Nu- 
tional Era: 

Lerrer rrom Mr. Gopvry.—The following let- 
ter from Mr. Godey needs but a few words of 
comment. Our readers all recollect that we did 
not charge the Book with containing Abolition, 
but merely cited the affinities of its conductors, 
as an argument against lining Northern pockets 
with Southern cash. 

We have no special objection to Mr. Godey’s 
Book, farther than to the whole class of which it is 


& sample, and therefore give him the fall benefit 
of his own disclaimer : 
“Purtaverrnta, December 1, 1849. 

“ Gentiewen : I have just been made aware, by 
an article in the ‘South Carolinian, that you 
have made an attack on the ‘Lady’s Book,’ for en- 
tertaining and publishing opinions against the in- 
stitutions of the South. I have been publishin 
the Lady’s Book for twenty years, and if in that 
time one line can be found aspersing in any wav 
Southern institutions, I am willing to fall gh 
your censure. If I am responsible for publishin 
articles from writers who write for Abolition : 
pers, how much more open t 
proprietors of ‘Sartain’s Magazine’ be, whose 
contributors are mostly of that class, and who 
have published articles of that character, two of 
which I enclose. Why, then, should I be Slamed? 
Teall upon you, as gentlemen and brother pub- 
lishers, to do me but simple justice in this matter, 
Where the fault belongs, there let the censure 


ill 
fall, Isend you a January number. You wi 
see that po! Greenwood’s name is 9 apa 
from the cover, where it was placed nomina y * 
editor, she never having had the least on ro 
over its columns. I have bot seen the article in 
your paper alluded to, and should like to receive 
it. Surely, living in a different part of the coun- 
try should not make me liable for an offence | 
never committed. " Si} 

«| trust, gentlemen, you will do me justice in 
this case, or show me that J am guilty. 

“ Very respectfully, yours, L. A. Gopey. 


To the Editors of the Telegraph.” 

Mr. Godey has chosen his market; let him 
peddle his wares there, to his heart’s content. Let 
him try which is the better paymaster, Freedom 
or Slavery. While by base compliances he is 
paying court to the latter, he can hope for no 
favor from the friends of the former. The Téle- 
graph, while admitting his letter to its columns, 
evidently despises the writer, and docs not even 
thank him for dismissing Grace Greenwood from 
the editorship. 

We have had the “ Curiosities of Literature :” 
cannot somebody furnish a book on the Mean- 
nesses of Literature? What ample materials in 
this country! Godey’s Lady’s Book would stand 
at the head of the list. 


THE ELECTION OF A SPEAKER. 


Ere this our readers have been apprized of the 
election of a Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives. For the detailed proceedings on Saturday 
last, which led to this result, they are referred to 
our Congressional report. 

The struggle has terminated as from the be- 
ginning we apprehended it would, but our morti- 
fication is no less poignant. We have little faith 
in the nerve and firmness of Northern men, when 
involved in a contest with sluveholders. 

The Washington Union is exultant. [t says: 
“Qn every account, therefore, we hail the elec- 
tion of Howell Cobb as a victory to the Demo- 





cratic party, and a cheering sign to the whole 
country of the triumph of truth and of principle.” 

Before the meeting of Congress, the Union la- 
bored to show Mr. Winthrop’s unfitness for the 
Chair of Speaker, because he was a Wilmot Pro- 
viso man; and to unite Southern Whigs with 
Democrats in opposition to him on this single 
ground. It made the Slavery Question the prom- 
inent issue in the election for Speaker. 

The Democratic caucus took the same ground, 
and nominated for the offices of Speaker, Clerk, 
Sergeant-at-Arms, and Doorkeeper, men openly 
committed against the Wilmot Proviso. 

During the protracted struggle that ensued, it 
was openly and emphatically proclaimed by 
Southern Democratic members, that no man ad- 
hering to the policy of the Proviso could receive 
their votes for any office. 

The Northern Democrats voted generally with 
no reference whatever to the views of their can- 
didate on the Slavery Question: the Southern 
Democrats never gave a single vote to any candi- 
date not known to be opposed to the policy of 
Slavery-Restriction, and the agitation of the Sla- 
very Question—ezcept in two instances, that of 
Mr. Potter and that of Mr. Brown; but, the mo- 
ment they learned that the former had given some 
votes, during his public career, on the side of 
Freedom, and refused, as candidate for the Speak- 
ership, to give any pledges of any kind, they in- 
timated their hostility so plainly, that he felt 
obliged to withdraw his claims; and no sooner 
had they learned that the laiter had pledged him- 
self to constitute the Committees of the House so 
as fairly to represent the sentiment of the coun- 
try on the subject of Slavery, than they dropped 
him wita one consent. 

In every possible way was the demonstration 
made complete that the Southern Democratic 
members regarded adhesion to the policy of Sla- 
very Restriction as a total bar to office. Acquies- 
cence in the doctrine and policy of Slavery Exten- 
sion they made a test of Democracy, a condition 
to any office in the gift of the House. 

To put this beyond all doubt, and to coerce the 
Northern Democrats into submission to this test, 
the Washington Union, Thursday or Friday last, 
published the following : 

“The following telegraphi¢e despatch was re- 
ceived by the South Carolina delegation in Con- 
gress, on Wednesday evening about nine o’clock. 
from the Legislature of the State, now in session 
at Columbia: 

Resolution by the South Carolina Legislature, Decem- 
ber 19, 1849. 

Resolved, That we cordially approve of the course 
of those Southern members in Congress who have 
refused to vote for any member of that body ar 
Speaker in the slightest degree tainted with un- 
soundness upon the slavery question; and that 
we fully respond to the sentiment of our delega- 
tion, expressed by one of them, that if slavery be 
abolished in the District of Columbia by Congress 
or the Wilmot Proviso be adopted, the Union 
would be dissolved. 

The Georgia Legislature have adjourned, to 
meet on the second Monday in January, with a 
view to decide on the course which the State shall 
adopt when the action of Congress on the slavery 
question is decided. We are informed that the 
expressed tone of the Legislature of Georgia is in 
unison with that of South Carolina, and that there 
is not a dissentient in either Legisiature.” 

Now for the result. Caucuses were held of 
both the old parties. The Whig caucus =ppointed 
a Committee of Conference; the Democratic cau- 
cus did the same, many of the Northern Demo- 
crats dissenting. The Whig Committee, by in- 
struction of the Whig caucus, proposed that, after 
three more trials for Speaker viva voce, if there 
should be no election, the candidate on the fourth 
trial, having a plurality of votes, should be electec. 
The Democratic Committee submitted the propo- 
sition to the Democratic caucus, which rejected it, 
but resolved, should the proposition be adopted in 
the House, to concentrate on Howell Cobb. The 
caucus that passed this resolution, numbered, we 
learn, not-more than forty or fifty members, 
chiefly slaveholding members, and not constitu- 
ting one-half of the Democratic strength. How 
such a resolution could be deemed binding on the 
whole party, according to Democratic usage, we 
cannot understand, unless it be Democratic usage 
always to submit to slaveholding dictation. 

What followed needs little comment. Early in 
the session of Saturday, a Southern Demo- 
crat introduced the proposition of the Whig cau- 
cus, for election by plurality. The Free Soil 
Men, some of the Southern men who believed it a 
violation of the spirit of the Constitution, and 
some of the Northern Democrats, including nearly 
the whole of the Ohio delegation, who were un- 
Willing to be reduced"to the necessity, as they 
termed it, of choosing between Messrs. Cobb and 
Winthrop, voted against it. The Whigs gen- 
erally, by the aid of Southern Democrats chiefly, 
who anticipated the election of Howell Cobb, car- 
ried it through the House. The Northern Dem- 
ocrats, all Wilmot Proviso Men but three or 
four, elected by constituencies devoted to the 
policy of the Proviso, followed the lead of the 
Slavery Propagandists of their Party, and grad- 
ually concentrated upon the candidate they had 
dictated, until, on the last and decisive trial, but 
five Northern Democrats, outside of the zanks of 
the Free Soil Men proper, were found voting 
against Slavery-Extension ! These five were, Amos 
Wood of Ohio, ® noble exception in his delega- 
tion—Ex-Governor Doty of Wisconsin, Ex-Gov- 
ernor Cleveland and General Booth of Connec- 
ticut, and Mr. Peck of Vermont—not one of whom 
could be persuaded from the beginning to the end 
of the struggle to vote against the policy of their 
constituents and their own convictions of right.’ 
Let them be remembered and honored by the 
friends of Freedom. All the rest of the North- 
ern Democrats submitted to the degrading test 
made by the Slavery Propsgandisis, and by their 
votes secured the triumph of the principle of Sla- 
very Extension in the organization of the-House, 
and sanctioned the assumption that adhesion to 
the Wilmot Proviso is a disqualification for hold- 
ing office in the House of Representatives. 

For this they must account to their constitu- 
ents. Ifthe People they represent are willing to 
submit to such degradation, to be proscribed by 
Slavery-Propagandists, on account of their Wil- 
mot Proviso notions, then let them approve of the 
course of their representatives. We know that 
Some of these gentlemen are sincere friends of 





the Wilmot Proviso, but their plea was that their 
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constituents would be displeased should they, by 
refusing to vote for Howell Cobb, hazard the 
election of a Democratic Speaker. If their con- 
stituents could thus so completely subordinate the 
great question of Slavery Extension, to mere par- 
ty considerations, then they are a great deal more 
to be condemned than their representatives. Let 
the question be settled between them. Let us 
know whether there be any non-slaveholding con- 
stituency in the free States willing to send men 
to Congress to organize the House and the Sen- 
ate on the principle of Slavery Extension. 

We have spoken frankly, but with no un- 
friendly feelings, of our Democratic friends. We 
shall have a word for our Whig friends in an- 
other paper. 


THE SENATE USAGES — THE APPOINTMENT OF 
COMMITTEES. 


The least Democratic branch of this Govern- 
ment is the Senate; the members being elected 
for six years, and by the Legislatures of the sev- 
eral States, are too far removed from the People 
to sympathize deeply with popular ideas and 
principles. 

We speak of the general character of that 
body. Itis essentially conservative, as opposed to 
progress. It dislikes agitation, eschews radicalism, 
and seeks repose. And as itis composed of but 
few members, it is liable to fall under the domina- 
tion of some powerful Class Interest. It is easier 
for the designing few to monopolize power in an 
assembly of fifty or sixty men, than in one of two 
or three hundred. 

The Senate is the stronghold of the Slave 
Power. It reigns almost supreme throughout its 
organization. We ask the reader's attention to 
the character and relatitns of the chairmen of the 
Standing Committees. Of the entire number, 
twenty-seven, eleven are from the free, sixteen 
from the slaveholding States. 

Of these eleven, one, Mr. Douglas, is a slave- 
holder, identified with the Slave Interest; and 
three, Messrs. Dickinson, Sturgeon, and Walker, 
are in subjugation to this Interest, so that there 
are, in fact, but seven members in any degree 
representing the sentiment of the free States, 
chairmen of committees. 

Then look at the character of some of the ap- 
pointments in other respects: Dickinson, a man 
never suspected of being particularly bright, at 
the head of the Committee of Finance! Sebastian 
of Arkansas, who has probably never seen a fac- 
tory, Chairman of the Committee on Manufactures ! 
Turney of Tennessee, a State characterized, in 
common with’ all the Southern States, except 
Maryland and Virginia, by an absence of inven- 
tive genius, at the head of the Committee on 
Patents! Rusk of Texas, a State whose postage 
expenses are borne by the revenue received in 
the commercial States, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads! 

Very appropriate appointments, are they not ? 

But this is not the worst. The chair of every 
important committee is filled either by a slave- 
holder, or a man willing to do the work of slavery. 
Foreign Relations are in the custody of King of 
Alabama: Military Affairs under the care of 
Davis of Mississippi: Naval Affairs under that 
of Yulee of Florida—-a State and a Senator of the 
least possible distinction: Indian Affairs under 
the headship of Atchison of Missouri, who has 
avowed his purpose to drive Mr. Benton from the 
Senate: Finance under the superintendence of 
Dickinson of New York, the humblest creature of 
the Slave Power: the Territories under the 
guardianship of Douglas of Illinois, who owns a 
plantation of slaves, and who disobeyed the in- 
structions of the Legislature of his State on the 
subject of Freedom and Free Soil: the Judiciary 
controlled by Butler of South Carolina, who de- 
nies the right of the people of California to or- 
ganize a State, and introduced a bill, at the last 
session of Congress, to make postmasters and 
custom-house officers slave catchers. Meantime, 
the District of Columbia is protected by Mr. 
Mason of Virginia, and the Library by Mr. 
Pearce of Maryland—the only Whig who: is 
chairman of 4 Gommittee—a gentleman who, with 
his slaveholding colleagues, during the last Con. 
gress refused to allow to the National Era a place 
in the Library of Congress, although all other 
Washington papers are placed in that Chamber. 

Every important branch of the public service, 
so far as the Senate is concerned, is placed under 
the guardianship and control of Slavery. 

Now, look at the composition of the committees. 
On each of sixteen of thetwenty-seven committees 
the majority is composed of slaveholders. On the 
Committee on Foreign Relations there is but one 
member from a free State; on Indian Affairs, not 
one member; on the Territories, but one non- 
slaveholder. Only on the unimportant committees 
are the members from the free States allowed a 
majority. The Committee on the Territories is 
constituted with the express view of securing to 
slavery all it claims in free territory. The Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to which will be referred 
the application of California for admission as a 
State, is controlled by Butler of South Carolina, 
Downs of Louisiana, and Berrien of Georgia, con- 
stituting a majority—all of whom are uncompro- 
mising supporters of the extreme pretensions of 
slavery. The Library of Congress, from which is 
sought to be excluded everything not in harmony 
with the interests of the “ peculiar institution,” 
is in the keeping of Pearce of Maryland, Mason 
of Virginia, and Davis of Mississippi. Not a 
member from a free State is allowed to participate 
in such censorship. 

At no period in the history of the Govern- 
ment have the views, rights, and interests of the 
non-slaveholders of the country, constituting, as 
they do, nine-tenths of its population, been so ut- 
terly disregarded in the organization of the Com- 
mittees of the Senate. And yet these committees 
were constituted by and with the consent of 
Northern Whigs and Democrats. Not the slight- 
est opposition or dissent was manifested in any 
quarter, except by Messrs. Hale and Chase. 
Even when these gentlemen insisted upon the ap- 
plication of the rule which requires balloting, at 
no time could more than two or three votes from 
the free States be obtained against the nominees 
for Chairmen and Committees. Even in relation 
to the composition of the Committees on the Ter- 
ritories, the Judiciary, and the District of Co- 
lumbia, Messrs. Hale and Chase could not pre- 
vail upon any Northern men to stand with them. 
So far from it, we find Mr. Sewarp of New York, 
who has in past times distinguished himself for 
his zeal for Human Rights, emphatically declar- 
ing in his place— 

“]T will remark, however, that I cordially concur 
mith the nominations that have been made for the Com- 
mittees, and I cheerfully give my assent to the 
resolution about to be proposed by the Senator 
from North Carolina.” 

With profound regret do we record such a dec- 
laration as this. We wish it were in our power 
to say that it was a slip of the tongue. 

A word now, as to the manner in which these 
results are accomplished. Ata certain stage of 
proceedings, secret caucuses of the two old organ- 
izations are called. The slaveholding members 
are prompt in their attendance; the members 
from the free States are rather remiss. In Demo- 
cratic caucus, the candidates for Chairmen are 
selected, as are the members, to constitute the 
majorities of the committees. The Whig caucus 
is notified of this, and the privilege is extended 
to it, of selecting the members to compose the 
minorities. The entire process of selection and 
virtual election is carried on in secret-—the People 
cannot see in what way, on what principles, to 
what énds, it is conducted. The entire work of 
organizing the committees is done without any 
responsibility whatsoever to Public Opinion. 

The next step is, for a distinguished member 
to arise in his place, in open Senate, and ask the 
unanimous consent of that body to the nomina- 
tions which he holds in his hand—the secretly 
prepared nominations. For four years, and until 
this session, this consent his been given—the Sen- 
ate tamely, without question or inquiry, going 
through a mere form, to ratify the elections al- 
ready made where the public eye was not suffered 





to penetrate. It seemed to act independently, in- 





telligently—but in fact there was no independ- 
ence, no intelligent actiop, no freedom of choice. 
Thanks to Messrs. Hale and Chase, this abom- 
inable usage has received a blow at this session 
which vvill tell hereafter. They stood alone—no 
Senator from the free States ventured to sustain 
them in their manly opposition to the dictation 
of the twin tyrants, Secret Caucus and Slavery. 
But this will not always be so. The People will 
see the necessity of sending men to the Senate of 
equal nerve and fidelity, and independent of the 
trammels of party. 


—_-oa—— 


THE U. 8. SENATE AND FATHER MATHEW, 


_—— 


Our readers will be rather interested in a cu- 
rious Senatorial debate reported on our first page- 

Mr. Walker, of Wisconsin, introduced a reso- 
lution to grant Father Mathew the honor of a 
seat on the floor of the Senate during his sojourn 
in Washington. 

A Senator from Alabama said he could not vote 
for it because the Apostle of Temperance had 
signed a certain anti-slavery address some years 
ago. 
Mr. Seward, of New York, hoped that would 
not be deemed an objection in an American Sen- 
ate; whereupon the slaveholding members gen- 
erally took fire, and blazed out with unusual 
fierceness. Their eloquence was “scathing,” the 
Union thinks; in which remark, no doubt, the 
tempestuous orators fully concur. 

Mr. Seward took the matter quite coolly, seem- 
ing rather disposed to enjoy the scene which his 
inoffensive remarks had provoked. These wind- 
mill heroics are doubtless designed to awaken 
wholesome alarm in the hearts of anti-slavery 
people, but they awaken, very different feelings. 

The indulgence of bad temper and braggart 
threats on every trivial occasion, begets contempt 
rather than awe. ‘ 

As to the resolution itself, it was a very unim- 
portant matter. Had it not been for the extrav- 
agant course of some of the slaveholding members, 
it is not improbable that several Northern Sen- 
ators might have concurred in the opinion of Mr. 
Calhoun, whose remarks, we think, were just and 
tothe point. But, sectional feeling having been 
aroused, not a single Northern Senator voted 
against the resolytion. 

By the way, we are curious to know what busi- 
ness the new Senator from Alabama, Mr. Clem- 
ens, has in the Senate. Speaking of the Slavery 
Question, he assumes that “the time for pruden- 
tial action is past”—meaning, we presume, the 
time for deliberation and discussion. Why, then, 
is he in the Senate of the United States? If he 
believe what he says, he had better go home, 
muster a company of militia, and tell those who 
have nothing but broom handles to get guns if 
they can, and busy themselves in running bullets. 
Ee would make quite as good a corporal as Sen- 
ator. 


—— =< 


THE UNION. 


A dinner was lately given to Garrett Davis of 
Kentucky, formerly a member of Congress from 
that State, by the Louisville bar. One of the 
regular toasts was as follows: 

“ The Union: Entire, indivisible, and sacred; 
the strength and glory of the Republic. Next to 
our Maker, it challenges our highest reverence. 
We pledge our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred 
honor, to maintain it.” 

The Disunionists, in counting the States to be 
relied upon, should the flag of Disunion be un- 
furled, reckon Kentucky in the number, because 
of the failure of the Emancipationists on the 
Convention Question. Not one of all the States 
is more devoted to the Union than Kentucky. At 
the dinner where the foregoing toast was given, 
many large slaveholders were present. They 
may resist all attempts at the abolition of slavery, 
but they will be just as stern in confronting any 
attempt at the abolition of the Union. 

It might be well for the Southern Nullifiers to 
try the experiment of dissolving the Union. That 
they desire and intend to do so, we have little 
doubt. We give them-credit for sincerity, when 
they ayow deadly hatged to the Union. Their 
prejudices against the North are inveterate. They 
look with far more complacency on alliance with 
England than union with the free States. They 
imagine themselves oppressed by the General Gov- 
ernment, and the greater the prosperity of the 
North, the deeper the injustice done to them 
Were the Union dissolved, they suppose that the 
South and Southwest would constitute one homo- 
geneous Confederacy, with institutions safe from 
disturbance, or discussion. Their commerce 
would be unfettered. Thelooms of Britain would 
consume their cotton, and supply them in return 
with all the fabrics they needed, at the lowest 
prices. At their pleasure, as it became necessary 
to extend the area of slave-labor, they could an- 
nex the adjoining provinces of Mexico, without 
being threatened with the Wilmot Proviso. 

Meantime, the Northern, Middle, and West- 
ern States would be divided. New England 
would constitute one Confederacy; New York, 
Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, another; the 
Western States a third; Oregon a fourth. Their 
divisions and rivalries and conflicts would pre- 
vent them from becoming formidable to the great 
Southern Confederacy, which would find in their 
mutual discords the means of subserving its own 
purposes. New England would be impoverished, 
the Western Confederacy be rendered dependent 
to a great extent, upon the Southern, which, 
united within itself, and strengthened by alliance 
with England, could easily give law to the Con- 
tinent. 

Such are their speculations. But, there are 
more ways than one of viewing a question. 

How many sincere Disunionists could be mus- 
tered in favor of the last resort? How many of 
those now brawling most fiercely, mean nothing 
more than to intimidate the Northern men? When 
the hour for action should come, many of the de- 
claimers would be missing. 

Let us suppose the Wilmot Proviso question 
settled on the side of Freedom. The bill, admit- 
ting California as a State, with a Constitution 
prohibiting Slavery, has received the sanction of 
the President, and is law. The Senators of the 
new free State have taken their seats. Straight- 
way, a Southern Convention is called to deliber- 
ate upon “the mode and measure of redress.” 
How many States would be represented in it? 
Could Delaware, Maryland, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Louisiana, 
Texas, be looked to for any efficient aid in car- 
rying out revolutionary purposes? But, suppose 
delegates from every Southern State represented, 
what then? California is admitted as a State— 
would it be in the power of the whole South to 
thrust her out? California, as a State, interdicts 
Slavery. How could a Southern Convention re- 
peai the interdict ? The evil of slavery-restriction, 
as they might regard it, has been consummated— 
how could it be remedied? The legislation by 
which this result had been reached, could not be 
reconsidered. What, then, would the Southern 
Convention do? Dissolve the Union, by way of 
avenging the South? That would be beyond its 
power. It might recommend it, but is it certain 
it could even do that? Which of the delegates 
from Delaware, North Carolina, Maryland, Ken- 
tucky, Missouri, Louisiana, or Tennessee, would 
like to return home, after giving a vote recom- 
mending a dissolution of the Union? But, sup- 
pose the recommendation made, the Convention 
adjourned. The Federal Government would go 
on as usual. Congress would meet, and debate, 
and pass bills, and the President would sanction 
them, None of the functions of Government 
would be interrupted. The recommendation of 
the Southern Convention would be submitted to 
the Legislatures of the Southern States—fifteen in 
number. But, the legislative power cannot mend 
the State Constitution, much less abolish the 
Union. The proposition for a dissolution of the 
Union; as submitted by the Southern Convention, 
would have to undergo long and thorough discus- 
sion. Parties at once would be formed in several 
Legislatures, and corresponding parties in the 

several States, for a Dissolution of the Union or 





against it. This point reached, in how many 





State Legislatures could the requisite majorities 
be found, in favor of submitting to the People the 
question of the amendment of their Constitutions 
so as to abolish the Union? In many, the nulli- 
fying party would be cried dowa—in some, they 
would succeed; but how then would they give 
a definite practical shape to the project? It 
would not be in their power to dissolve the Union ; 
South Carolina, and. Georgia, and Alabama, and 
Mississippi, might, by majority votes of their 
respective populations, resolve to sec-d+, but that 
would not unsettle the Union. The Union would 
still exist in all its power. Representatives and 
Senators would be elected from the rest of the 
States—and if from the free States alone, they 
would constitute a quorum to do business. Con- 
gress might pass a bill recognising the secession 
of the States named, but, things in the Capitol 
and at the White House would flow on in their 
usual course, 

What would have been gained by the Dis- 
unionists? A position of total insignificance and 
helplessness. What single grievance now com- 
plained of would have been redressed? Califor- 
aia would continue closed against slaves. The 
question in relation to the other Territories, if 
before unsettled, would now be very promptly de- 
cided, and how could the seceded States help 
themselves? Then, as to their fagitive slaves— 
what would become of them? The privilege of 
pursuit and recapture would be forfeited. Withal, 
they are the last States which should venture on 
revolutionary violence. The Slave System could 
not live amidst civil commotion. Its greatest se- 
curity now is in the repose secured by the Union 
of these States 

In view of all these considerations, we say, let 
all those who contemplate a Dissolution of the 
Union, try the experiment. The sooner the bet- 
ter. It cannot essentially impair the Union—it 
will most certainly demonstrate the utter futility 
of all attempts to break up the existing Con- 
federacy. 

KENTUCKY. © 

The Louisville Examiner, which has hitherto 
been published weekly, will appear hereafter 
ina monthly form. We regret the necessity of 
this change. The Examiner is one of our best ex- 
changes, und its services to the cause of Freedom 
in Kentucky can scarcely be overrated. No jour- 
nal has handled the Slavery Question with more 
ability and judgment, and better temper. We 
hope that asa monthly it will receive more liberal 
encouragement. 

The friends of Emancipation in that State man- 
ifest no disposition to give up the contest. The 
new Constitution will probably leave the question 
of slavery as it stood under the old one. Recently, 
in the Convention, the greater part of the report 
of the committee on the subject was superseded 
by a vote adopting the provisions of the present 
Constitution in relation to slavery, with an addi- 
tional provision for the removal of emancipated 
slaves, as follows: 

“The General Assembly shall pass laws pro- 
viding that any free negro or mulatto hereafter 
emigrating to, or being emancipated in, and refus- 
ing to leave this State, or, having left, shall re- 
turn and settle within this State, shall be deemed 


guilty of a felony, and punished by confinement 
in the penitentiary thereof.” 


This is barbarous enough to satisfy the Per- 
petualists. 


ee 


COMMUNICATION. 


To the Editor of the National Era: 

Dear Six: I retain so much of my ancient party 
predilections as to make me desirous that both of 
the old parties should be treated impartially by 
the organs of the Free Soil party. 

On this account, I regret exceedingly to see a 
disposition to visit with severe denunciation any 
swerving, on the part of Whigs elected to Congress 
by the aid of Free Soil votes, from the Free Soil 
candidates; while the departure of Democrats 
thus elected, unless their action is flagrant, as in 
the case of Mr. Waldo, of Connecticut, is either 
eulogized or passed over in silence. 

I cannot understand how Cleveland and Booth, 
in voting for candidates who voted for Cobb, can 
be said to have voted throughout for a Free Soil 
candidate, any more than Campbell and Crowell, 
who voted for Mann. Nercan I understand how 
Doty’s vote for Disney, an avowed opponent of 
the Wilmot Proviso, can be called a vote for a 
Free Soil candidate. 

The idea that has always been pressed in Mas- 
sachusetts is, that it is not enough that a candidate 
should be in favor of the Proviso preventing sla- 
very extension, but that that question must be the 
test of party organization. Without this being 
the test, there would be nothing for the distinctive 
Free Soil party to rest upon in this State; for, 
under the old Whig organization, no opponent to 
that Proviso could be elected to any office. 

These remarks are caused by the perusal of the 
remarks in the Era of the 13th. 

Messrs. Sprague and Howe are held to a strict 
account for their votes in favor of a candidate not 
professing to belong to the distinctive Free Soil 
party, while all the Democrats elected by Free 
Soil votes thus voting are gently passed over, and 
Messrs. Cleveland and Booth are distinctly com- 
plimented for their firmness. 

I regret exceedingly that events which have oc- 
curred since your article was written, and intelli- 
gence of which has reached us by telegraph, hardly 
justify your eulogy upon the firmness of action of 
the Free-Soilers per se. 

To accept of a promise made under such circum- 
stances as was that of Mr. Brown, with the 
Speaker’s chair almost within his clutches, while 
the whole action of his public life, down to the 
very moment of his making it, had been of the 
most objectionable character, directly counter to 
the spirit of that promise, and also one of the 
firmest and most ultra and unscrupulous support- 
ers of Polk’s Administration—the most Southern 
of any we have ever had—to be thus easily, 1 say, 
satisfied, excites in my mind the fear, that this 
great principle might be committed to the keeping 
of more discreet minds. Boston. 

December 14, 1849. 

We fear that the “ancient party predilections” 
of our unknown correspondent have led him to 
misapprehend our remarks. Certainly it was our 
fixed purpose to be impartial, and we believe that 
we were. The article to which “ Boston” refers, 
contains no denunciations of Messrs. Crowell, 
Campbell, or Howe, nor does it eulogize Messrs. 
Cleveland or Booth. It simply states facts, which 
the record shows to be true. 

Mr. Mann voted for Mr. Winthrop from the 
beginning, but we never blamed Messrs. Crowell 
and Campbell for giving their suffrages to him. 
So long as they did this, they occupied precisely 
the same position as Whigs, that Messrs. Cleve- 
land and Booth occupied as Democrats. 

But Messrs. Crowell and Campbell gave up 
Mr. Mann, and their indpendent positions, and 
voted afterwards for Mr. Winthrop, thus recog- 
nising the caucus candidate of the Taylor party, 
We stated this fact without any denunciation ; 
but we could not make a similar Statement in re- 
lation to Messrs. Cleveland, Doty, Booth, and 
Peck, for the simple reason, that they had never 
given up their independent position and voted for 
Mr. Cobb, the caucus candidate of the Democratic 
party. 

As to Mr. Howe, he identified himself at first 
with the Free Soil Men, and voted with them 
against Mr. Winthrop. After a while he left 
them, and went over to the candidate of the Tay- 
lor caucus. We censured this step, because it 
was calculated to throw doubt over the position of 
the rest of the Free Soil Men, and encourage in 
the old parties the hope that they would at last 
allgive way. Wecould not thus censure the four 
Free Soil Democrats above mentioned, for they 
had never identified themselves with the Free 
Soil men proper in Congress, nor could they ever 
be induced to support Mr. Cobb. 

It is true that Messrs. Cleveland, Booth, Doty, 
and Peck veted for men who voted for Cobb, but 
so did the Free Soil members vote at one time for 
Mr. Strong, though he had supported Mr. Cobb, 
and at another time for Mr. Stevens, though he 
had supported Mr. Winthrop. We think they 
did right ; for they sought to establish, in the or- 
ganization of the House, certain principles, and 
they knew that either Stevens or Strong repre- 
sented those principles. In passing, we may re- 
mark, that Mr. Disney is not “an avowed oppo- 
nent of the Wilmot Proviso,” but he is a professed 
friend of it, and his constituency in Hamilton 
county, Ohio, is pledged with great unanimity to 
sustain the measure. 





Concerning the Brown affair, we have already 


lately elicited. 


Maine - - - 
New Hampshire 
Vermont - - 
Massachusetts - 
Rhode Island - 
Connecticut 
New York - 
New Jersey 
Delaware - 
Pennsylvania 
Maryland - 
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South Carolina - 
Georgia- - - 
Alabama - - 
Mississippi - - 


Louisiana - 


Tennessee - - 
Kentucky - - 
Misscuri_ - 
Ohio- - - 


Indiana - 


Illinois - - - 
Michigan - - 


Arkansas - 
Florida - - - 


Texas - - - 


Wisconsin - - - 


Towa- - - - -} 


Capitals) 2. 


Nat. Alberton, Ia. D. 
H. P. Alexander, N.Y. w. 
Ch’s Allen, Mass. w.F.s. 
Wm. J. Alston, Ala. 

J. M. Anderson, Tenn. 
G. R. Andrews, N. Y. 
Wn. S. Ashe, N.C. 
George Ashmun, Mass. 
T. H. Averett, Va. 

E. D. Baker, IL. 

W. V. N. Bay, Mo 
Thomas H. Bayly, Va. 
J. M. H. Beale, Va. 
Henry Bennett, N. Y. 
K.S Bingham, Mich. F.s. 
Wn. H. Bissell, Ill. 
David A. Bokee, N. Y 
Thomas S. Bocock, Va. 
Walter Booth, Conn. F. s. p. 
F. W. Bowdon, Ala. 
Richard I Bowie, Md. 
Jimes B. Bowlin, Mo. 
Linn Boyd, Ky. 

Daniel Breck, Ky. 
George Briggs, N. Y. 
James Brovuks, N. Y. 

A. G. Brown, Miss. 

Wm. J Brown, Ia. 

Alex. W. Buel, Mich. 
Lorenzo Burrows, N. Y. 
Armistead Rurt S. C. 
Chester Butler, Pa. 
Thomas B. Butler, Conn. 
E. C. Cabell, Fla. Cc. 
Joseph Cable, O. 
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Thomas Corwin - 
Jesse D. Bright 
James Whitcomb- - 
James Shields - - - 
S.A. Douglas - - - 
Lewis Cass- - - - 
Alpheus Felch- - - 
Solon Borland- - - 
ee 
pan -welee « - 
ackson Morton - - 
-J.Musk- - . - 
. Houston - - - - 
aac P Walker - - 
enry Dodge - - - 
George W.Jones- - 
Augustus C. Dodge - 
RecarituLation.—Democrats (in Roman) 33 ; 
Whigs (in Italics) 25; Free-Soilers (in Small 


expressed our opinion. It has served, at least, one 
| purpose, and that is, to bring to light the fact 
that the slaveholders are in the habit of exacting 
pledges from candidates for the Speakership, 
That such pledges have been exacted in former 
times, no one will doubt, in view of the disclosures 
which the movements of the Free Soil Men so 
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MEMBERS OF THE THIRTY-FIRST CONGRESS. 


SENATORS, 

Hannibal Hamlin - 
James W. Bradbury - 
Moses Norris, Jun. - 
Joun P. Hate - - 
William Uphami - - 
S. 8S. Phelps - - - 
Daniel Webster - - 
John Davis - - .- 
Albert C. Greene - 
John H. Clarke - 
Truman Smith - - 

R. S. Baldwin - .- 
William H. Seward 
Daniel S. Dickinson 
William L. Dayton 
Jacob W. Miller - 
John Wales + «© 
Presley Spruance 
James Cooper - 
Daniel Sturgeon 
—- Stewart - 

James A. Pearce 
J.M. Mason - 

M. T. Hunter - 
orge kk. Badger - 
|W. P. Mangum- - 
AP: 
Ree 

W.C. Dawson - - 
} J. M. Berrien - - - 

Benjamin Fitzpatrick 

William R.King- - 
Jefferson Davis - - 
H.S. Foote- - - 
Pierre Soulé 
S.W. Downs - 

H. L. Turney - 

John Bell - --. 
Henry Clay - 

J. R. Underwood 
T. H. Benton - 
David R. Atchison 
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1855 
1851 
1851 
1853 
1851 
1853 
1855 
1851 
1851 
1856 
1851 
1853 
1855 
1853 
1855 
1853 
1855 
1853 
1853 
1855 
1851 
1853 
1855 
1853 
1851 
1853 
1855 
1853 
1851 
1853 
1855 
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1851 
1855 
1855 
1853 
1861 
1853 
1855 
1853 
1851 
1855 
1851 
1853 
1855 
1851 
1853 
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Butler - - 
Calhoun - - 


Sebastian - - 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


Geo. W. Julian Ia. w F.s. 
D. S. Kaufman, Texas 
John B. Kerr, Md. 
Daniel P. King, Mass. 
George G. King, R. I. 
James G. King, N. J. 
John A. King, N. Y. 
Preston King, N.Y. pb. 
Thomas B. King, Ga. 
Emile La Sere, La. 
Shepherd L effier, Iowa. 
Lewis C. Levin, Pa. 

N. S. Littlefield, Me. 
Horace Mann, Mass. 
Job Mann, Pa. 

H. Marshall, Kv. 

John C, Mason, Ky. 

O. B. Matteson, N.Y. 
John A. MeClernand, Iil. 
Joseph E. McDonald, Ia. 
James McDowell, Va. 

E. D. MeGanghey, la. 
Thos. McKissock, N. Y. 
J.X. McLanahan, Pa 
Robert M. McLane, Md. 
Finis E. McLean, Ky 
Favette McMullen, Va. 
John McQueen, S. C. 
William Me Willie, Miss. 
James Meacham, Vt. 
Richard K. Meade, Va 
John K. Miller, O. 

John S. Millson, Va. 
Heury D. Moore, Pa. 
Chas. S. Morehead, Ky. 
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1853 | 
1853 | 
1855 | 
1851 | 


George A. Caldwell, Ky. 
J. P. Caldwell, N.C. 
Samuel Calvin, Pa. 

L. D. Campbell, O. 

David K. Carter, O. 
Joseph Casey. Pa. 

J. R. Chandler, Pa. 
Charles E. Clark, N. Y. 
C. F. Cleveland, Conn. F. s 
T. L. Clingman, N.C. 
Howel! Cobb, Ga. 

W. R. W. Cobb, Ala, 
William F. Coleock, S. C. 
Orsamus Cole, Wis. 
Harmon S. Conger, N. Y. 
Charles M. Conrad, La. 
Moses B. Corwin, 0. 
John Crowell, O. 

J. R. J. Daniel, N.C. 
Edmund Deberry, N.C. 
Jesse C. Dickey, Pa. 

M. M. Dimmick, Pa. 
David T. Disney, O. 
Nathan F. Dixon, R. I. 
James D. Doty, Wis. F s. b. 
William Duer, N. Y. w. 
James H. Duncan, Mass w-. 
Cyrus L. Dunham, Ia. D. 
Chas. Durkee, Wis. bp F.s 
H. A. Edmundeon, Va. D. 
Alex. Evans, Md. 

Nathan Evans, O. w. 
Andrew Ewing, Tenn 

W. F. Feathers n, Miss. 
Graham N. Fitch, la. D. 
Orrin Fowler, Mass. 
John Freedley, Pa. 

T. J. D. Fuller, Me. 

M. P. Gentry, Tenn. 
Elbridge Gerry, Me. 

J. R. Giddings,O.  w. 
Alfred Gilmore, Pa 

k. K. Goodenow, Me. 
Willis A. Gorman, Ia 
Daniel Gott, N. Y. 
Herman D. Gould, N.Y. 
James S. Green, Mo. 
Joseph Grinnell, Mass. 
Thomas C. Hackett, Ga. 
Willard P. Hall, Mo. 
Ransom Holloway, N.Y. w. 
Wm. T. Hamilton, Md, 
Edward Hammond, Md 
Mos+s Hampton, Pa. 
Hugh A. Haralson, Ga. 
Andrew J. Harlan. Ia. 
J.H Harmanson, La. 
Isham G. Harris, Tenn. 
Samson W. Harris, Ala. 
Thomas L. Harris, II. 
Andrew K. Hay, N. J. 
Thos. S. Haymond, Va. 
William H+ bard. Vt. 
William Heary, Vt. 
Harry Hibbard, N. H. 

H, W Hilliard, Ala. 
Moses Hoagland, O 

Alex. R. Holliday, Va. 
Isaac E. Holmes, S.C. c 
John W. Houston, Del. 
V. E. Howard, Texas. 
John W. Howe, Pa. 
David Hubbard, Ala. 
William F. Hunter, O. 
Samuel W. Inge, Ala. 
Wm. T. Jackson, N.Y. 
Andrew Johnson, Tenn. v. 
James L. Johnson Ky. w 
R. W. Johnson, Ark. D. 
George W. Jones, Tenn. . 


CINCINNATI CORRESPONDENCE. 


. Cincinnati, Dec, 20, 1849. 
To the Editor of the National Eva: 

Before the receipt of this, you will have learned, 
I doubt not, with equal surprise and sorrow, of 
the death of the Rev. James H. Perkins, of this 
city. It is seldom that an event occurs 80 well 
calculated to cast a general gloom over the minds 
of an intelligent and sympathizing community, as 
the sudden and untimely death of this good man. 
The circumstances are as follow: 

Mr. Perkins had suffered for some five or six 
years, and often intensely, from palpitation of the 
heart—being frequently unfitted by this distress- 
ing affection for the discharge of his duties in the 
pulpit. At one time he was compelled to give 
up the pastoral charge of his church on this ac- 
count. He has been subject to a rush of blood 
to the head; and this, combined with dyspeptic 
symptoms, to which he was also subject, produced, 
at times, deep melancholy. One day last week, a 
severe affection of the heart was brought on by 
the agitation he suffered in consequence of the 
supposed loss of two of his children. 

Not finding them in the city, after some search, 
the public crier was employed, with no better 
success. The search was abandoned, and, in des- 
pair, and fatigued, Mr. P. walked home to his 
residence on Walnut Hills, a distance of nearly 
four miles, where he found his children, who had 
preceded him. When he reached his residence, 
(about 1 P. M,) he was exhausted; but after 
lying down for a time, arose and dined. He could 


not, however, overcome the excitement into which 
he had been thrown ; was restless and nervous to 
a degree never known before ; and, continuing so 
until about five o’clock, told his wife that he 
would take a walk, to calm his nerves, but would 
not be gone long. He went out, but did not re- 
turn, and nothing was seen of him afterwards by 


Jonathan D. Morris, O. 
Isaac E Morse, La 
Jeremiah Morton, Va. 
William Nelson, N. Y. 
Henry Nes, Pa. 
William A. Newell, N. J. 
A. Jackson Ogle, Pa. 
Edson B. Olds, O. 

+ James L. Orr, S. C. 
John Otis, Me. 

David Outlaw, N.C. 
Allen F. Owen, Ga. 
Richard Parker, Va. 
Charles H. Peaslee, N. 
- Lueins B. Peck, Vt. F. 
John S. Phelps, Mo. . 
J. Phillips Phoenix, N. Y. w. 
Charles W. Pitman, Pa. w. 
Emery D. Potter, O. 
Paulus Powell, Va. 
Harvey Putnam, N. Y. 
Robrt kK. Reed, Pa 
Gideon Reynolds, N. Y. 
W. A. Richardson. Ill. 
Flijah Risley, N. Y. 
John Robbins, Jr., Pa. 
John I. Robinson, Ia. 
Julius Rockwell, Mass. 
Joseph M. Root, O. w.F. s: 
Robert L. Ruse, N. Y. 
Thomas Ross, Pa. 

Thos. Rumser, Jr.,N. Y. 
Wn. A. Sackett, N.Y. 
Jobn A. Savage, Tenn. 
Cullen Sawtelle, Me. 
Robert C. Schenck, O. 
A.M.Schermerhorn.N.Y. 
J. L. Schoolcraft, N. Y. 
James A. Seddon Va. 

A. H. Shepperd, N. C. 
Peter H Sylveeter, N. Y. 
E.G. Spalding, N. Y. 
Wm. Spr2gue, Mich. 
Fdward Stanly, N. C. 

F. P Stanton, Tenn. 
Richard P. Stanton, Ky. 
A. H. Stephens,Ga. cc. 
Thacdeus Stevens, Pa. 
Charles Stetson, Me. 

. William Strong, Pa. 
Charles Sweetzer, O. 
John L. Taylor, O. 

J. H. Thomas, Tenn. 
Jacob Thompson, Miss. 
James Thompson, Pa. 

J. B. Thompson, Ky. 
Wm. Thompson, Iowa 
John RK. Thurman. N.Y. 
Robert Toombs, Ga. c. 
Amos Tuck, N. H._ dD. F. 
Walter Underhill, N. Y. 
John Van Dyke, N. 

A. W. Venable, N. C. 
Samuel F. Vinton, O. 
Hiram Walden, N. Y. 
Loren P. Waldo, Ct. 
Daniel Wallace, S C. 

A. G, Watkins, Tenn, 
M. J. Welborn, Ga. 
John Wentworth, III, 
Hugh White, N. Y. 
Wn. A. Whittlesey, O. 
Isaac Wildrick, N. J. 

C. H. Williams, Tenn. 
David Wilmot, Pa. pb. 
James Wilson, N. H. 
Kobt. C. Winthrop, Mass. 
Amos E. Wood, O. 

Jos. A. Woodward, S. C. 
Timothy K. Young, Ill. 
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About six o’clock the same evening, a perso 
came upon the ferry-boat, crossing to Jamestown 
about three miles above the city, just as she y . 
starting on her last trip to the Kentucky sheve, 
In a few minutes it was ascertained by the an 
receiving the ferriage, that he had gone, and h ‘a 
overcoat, wrapper, vest, cap, and spectacles were 
found near the wheel-house, all of which as Ww n 
as & memorandum book, were the next day id . ti 
fied, as belonging to Mr. Perkins. —— 

It is supposed by those well acquainted wit} 
his peculiar mental constitution and his physic i 
sufferings, that the walk, instead of allaying hi 
excitement, still further increased it, till Hester 
was temporarily dethroned. In a wanderin 
mood, not knowing whither he went, he reached 
the ferry, (more than a mile from his house.) and 
In an excitement of the brain, made more intense 
by the warm air in the cabin of the boat, threw 
himself into the stream. 

No one, who knew him, can believe that he 
would have done such an act deliberately, in the 
| full possession of his faculties. Mr. P. in the 

common affairs of life, was a man of a sensible 
well-balanced mind. He was eminently practi- 
cal—devoting his time, energy, and means, to the 
| relief of the poor and suffering of every class. 





| He was President of the City Relief Union. of 


| which he was the main originator—an instituiion 
which has for some time been doing more than 
any other for the poor. For some days before 
his decease, his mornings were spent in its rooms, 
in listening to the tales of the suffering, and giv- 
ing orders for their relief. His comprehensive 
plans for the diminution of suffering and crime 
his increasing charities, his fine social qualities. 
his mental endowments—indeed, his whole char. 
acter, was such as to endear him to all who knew 
bim, either personally or by reputation. As the 
Cincinnati Gazette well remarks—“ If any knew 
him except to love him, or named him but to 
praise, they are of those who are themselves un- 
known and unloved. It is not transcending the 
truth to say, that not one of the hundred thousand 
souls comprising our population, could have been 
taken away, who would have been so generally 
missed, or so deeply mourned.” 

Mr. Perkins was an Unitarian; but, it is well 
known, differed with that sect on a number of 
points in theology, so much so as to be unaccept. 
able in his ministrations to many of them. He 
was generally considered as occupying a middle 
place between his Church and the “ Orthodox.” 
He was a warm friend of the cause of Freedom, 
and was known to your readers by his Tales, pub- 
lished during the present year,in the Evv. Only 
two days before his decease, he made an agrec- 
ment with the writer of this, to furnish a new se- 
ries of articles, beginning with the new volume, 
for your paper. How are his expectations and 
ours blasted ! Yours, P. 


REMARKS OF MR. ALLEN, OF MASS., 


IN THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DEC. 15, 


| 





Iso, 

Me. Auten said: My constituents will think 
we are giving too much importance to the scene 
which has just been exhibited. Instead of the 
soothing language with which | regret that some 
of our friends have addressed the actors in this 
theatrical display, as if there was any actual dan- 
ger of the dissolution of the republic? they would 
look with calm indifference upon the transactions 
of this hour. They would derive new confidence 
in the stability of the Union from this effort to 
alarm their fears. Whenever men undertake in 
earnest the great and hazardous work of subvert- 
ing established government, instead of flashy ora- 
tory and the machinery of concerted applause, 
there is heard the language of calm determina- 
tion—and the countenance, thoughtful and selemn 
in its expression, bears testimony to the high re- 
solve which animates the breast. I mast be per- 
mitted to say, that when I heard the loud and de- 
clamatory threats of the gentleman from Geor- 
gia to scatter into fragments this Union of thirty 
States, and saw the simultaneous gathering. asat 
some signal, of so many Southern menibers in the 
centre of this Hall, each with uplifted handsela; 
ping at every extravagant selly of the vociferous 
orator, I was reminded of an exhibition somewhat 
similar, a description of which | have met with in 
some of my early readings. 

It is related that when the poet and essayist, 
Oliver Goldsmith, was about to exhibit one of his 
earliest comedies upon the English stage, the 
stage-manager protested that it was a poor play, 
and his literary friends thought its success quite 
hazardous. But in compassion to the poverty of 
Goldsmith, and to furnish him with a little capi- 
tal for “home consumption,” the latter agreed to 
take seats in conspicuous positions of the house, 
and carry the comedy triumphantly through by 
their vehement preconcerted applause. To what 
extent the scene at Covent Garden is paralleled 
by this exhibition in one of the Halls of Con- 
gress, I will not undertake at this remote day to 
determine. In their results there will be a re- 





markable coincidence. For history has recorded 
of one, as I think it will record of the other, that 
the performance was ruiued by the obstreperous 
applause that was to insure its success. Whiut- 
ever sensation of surprise or indignation may be 
awakened as intelligence of this morning’s pro- 
ceedings shall go forth to the country, | feel ss- 
sured, that elsewhere, as here, the sense of the 
ludicrous will predominate over every other emo- 
tion. Gentlemen talk of subverting this mighty 
Union! Why, sir, their united force could not 
remove one of the marble columns which support 
this Hall. Should the people of Georgia and 
South Curolina so far entertain the avowed sen- 
timents of some of their Representatives on this 
fioor, as to desire to secede from a Union which, 
with them or without them, shall endure, it be- 
hooves those States to come before Congress with 
their respectful memorials. Without doubt they 
will receive due consideration, and, should not the 
welfare of the whole country forbid, the two dis- 
affected States will be released, by gtneral con- 
sent, from the Confederacy. Yet, the country 
will cherish the hope, springing from the associ- 
ations of other times, that wiser and more patri- 
otic desires and purposes will control the unre- 
flecting impulse which leads to disunion and an- 
archy. 

I should not have entered into this debate, hut 
for language which has fallen from the lips of 1 
member from South Carolina. He denounced 
the correspondence between the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Wilmot] and the gentleman 
from Indiana {Mr. Brown] as disgraceful to the 
Free-Soil party. I am a Free Soil member of this 
House, and I ask if the opponents only of the 
Ordinance of ’87 have a right. to interrogate can- 
didates about their opinions upon the Slavery 
question? That gentleman knows, and the 
House knows, that when he and his friends in- 
dignantly assailed the member from Indiana yes- 
terday, for his correspondence with the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, it was asserted by half 
a dozen Southern members. that to each the gen- 
tleman from Indiana had, in some form, pledged 
himself to Southern interests on the Slavery 
question. And if there is any difference in ch:r- 
acter between verbal and written pledges, I will 
add that written pledges also were demanded from 
that quarter of the Union. [There was a general 
denial among gentlemen that written pledges 
were called for. “ Written pledges?”] Yes, writ- 
ten pledges. Ask the gentleman from Alabama, 
{Mr. Hubbard,] whether he exacted any written 
pledges. 

[For this colloquy, and the written pledges re- 
ferred to, see Eva of last week | 

Mr. Allen proceeded : The ancient and respect- 
able organ of the Administration in this city has 
republished this morning a correspondence which 
took place two years since between the presiding 
officer of this House in the last Congress and « 
late member from Massachusetts, | Mr. Palfrey,] 
in which the former, then a candidate for the 
chair, refused to disclose his purposes respecting 
the appointment of the Committees on'the Terri- 
tories and the District of Columbia. .The answer 
of my colleague [Mr. Winthrop] is referred to 
asan example of dignified silence worthy of im- 
itation by all candidates for the chair. He should 
be taken upon trust, in ignorance of his opinions. 
Such is the argument derived from that corres- 
pondence. i know not what immunities are thrown 
round the Speaker of this House which protect 
him from all inquiry, while yet a candidate, in 
relation to his views of duty on subjects of vital 
interest. The member who addressed him | Mr. 
Palfrey] was not satisfied with his silence, and 
refused to give him his vote. Other members, 
entertaining similar opinions with Mr. Palfrey, 
nevertheless, magnanimously assisted in elevating 
my colleague to the chair. And, what was the con- 
sequence? The Committee on the Territorics 
withheld all action for the restriction of slavery 
until it was peremptorily ordered by the House 
forthwith to report a bill enforcing such restric- 
tion ; and the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia refused, during the whole session of Con- 
gress, to report a bill for the abolition of the slave 
trade in the capital of the nation. At thesecond 
session of the same Congress, the Chair reappoltt- 
ed the same committee; and to the end of the 30th 
Congress there was the same neglect to initiate 
measures for the abolition of that nefarious tra!- 
fic. And yet, while that committee folded pe 
arms in inaction, there were exbibited, 7 aos 
view, scenes involving all the unmitigated horr 

: f which caused the 
of the slave trade, the recital of wh1ch - Apetones 
ears of the nation to tingle, and its heart to g 
sick. Pie 

A gentleman from the Democratic side of od 
House, in his address to us this morning, “ 
plained that the committees of the last seal 
consisted of six members friendly to » ms esit® 
party of the late Speaker, and three 0 I. Tet 

lities. I take his facts, but use them 70! 
politics in any 
purposes than his, And | ask Feet rict 
instance, unless the Committee on this 








his family or friends. 





presents an exception, the committees appointed 
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by the Chair did not repo 
cratignene entertained by 


: : 1 , 
L thea triashoep explained by saying that it was 


the usage to constitute the Committees of — 

d Means and of Foreiga Affairs, of six of one 
pasty and three of the other, for the —— . 
jasuring action on Executive ee while the 
other Committees are divided, five - an th 

Then, sir, | am to understand tha ren e 
usage to appoint the Executive Commi ye 
they are sometimes called, for action, and the 
Committee on the District of Columbia to prevent 
“la the remarks which have fallen from me, 
: : , antly referred to the action 
in which I have reluctantly “ 
of the last Congress, I trust no one will for a 
moment suppose that [ harbor any unfriendly 
feeling towards my colleague. Representing, as 
he does, in part, the State of Massachusetts, I 
would glidly give him my vote for the Chair of 
this House, did not my views of the duties of 
that Chair differ from his own. But with the 
light of the experience of the past, and in view 
of the importance of the Committees on the Ter- 
ritories and the District of Columbia, I must 
have some assurance, from the expression at some 
time of the opinions: of the candidate, regarding 
the continuance of the slave trade in this Dis- 
trict, as well as the extension of slavery into the 
Territories, before I can be justified in giving 
him my vote. I think there should be no disguise 
or concealment on these vital questions. And I 
propose, With leave of the House, publicly on this 
floor, to interrogate on these matters candidates 
who may be presented for the Chair. 

One word to the friends of the Ordinance of 
1787, and to its application to the free Territo- 
ries of the United States. The cry of Disunion 
has been raised in advance. If the Legislature 
of the country shall prevent the extension of 
slavery into these Territories, the Government is 
to be overthrown. How isit to be done? The ad- 
vocates for the unlimited period of slavery say 
“they will teach you” Teach them a lesson 
which shall protect this House from such threats 
hereafter ; which shall save, not the Union, which 
is safe, but the — all such scenes as 

-e have witnessed this day. “ 

ba = the purpose of showing to the world that 
you justly appreciate the speeches to which we 
have listened with so much pain, come together, 
for once, if you must again part, and elect a 
Speaker known to be in favor of the restriction of 
slavery. Why should you not do it? You are 
divided into parties, cailed Whig and Democratic. 
t is an artificial division at the present day, not 
founded on any distinctive principle. I defy any 
man, on either side of this House, to tell me on 
what subject you are divided, according to your 
party names—be it tariff, bank, sub-treasury, in- 
ternal improvements, or anything else. Let any 
man trace, if he can, the line of demarkation, on 
either side of Which the two parties may be ranged. 
3ut there is a principle which divides the whole 
Hlouse into two, and but two parties. Act upon 
that principle, and an organization may be at once 
effected, which shall give security to freedom, 
establish the prosperity of the nation, and advance 
the cause of justice and humanity. 


CONGRESS. 
THIRTY-FIRST CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION, 


Frivay, December 21, 1849. 
SENATE, 

The Vice President, authority being given by 
the Senate, appointed Mr. Chase to fill the vacan- 
cy in the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Norris. 
The Committee on Printing was authorized to 
employ a clerk, at the usual per diem compensa- 
The Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The House transacted no business to-day. 

About an hour was consumed in motions de- 
signed to while away the time, and at one o’clock 
the House adjourned. 

{Committees of Conference having been appoint- 
ed by the Whig and Democratic caucuses, the 
Whigs and Democrats in the House were indis- 
posed to do anything till after their report.] 


rtin conformity with the 
the Chair and its po- 








tion. 


Saturpay, Decemper 22, 1849. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Mr. Stanton of Tennessee rose to submit a prop- 
osition to the House, but, attempting to preface it 
with remarks, he was called to order by Mr. 
Root. Inthe confusion that ensued, Mr. Toombs 








of Georgia got the floor, but yielded it for a mo- 
ment, when Mr. Inge of Alabama moved that the 
resolution prohibiting debate be rescinded. Mr. 
Toombs then took the floor, and announced his 
purpose to debate the resulution, and show rea- 
sons why it should be rescinded. The scene that 
followed was indescribable. Mr. Root, who had 
been put down the day before, under the rule, 
loudly called to order. He agreed with the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, in opposition to the rule, 
but while it was in existences, let all be treated 
alike. Mr. Toombs persisted in holding the floor, 
denouncing all attempts to call him to order, as 
disorderly. -Where was their rule, he cried, for 
calling him to order? No rules had yet been 
adopted. While he retained the floor, no member 
had a right to call him to order. 

The whole House was now in utter disorder. 
Some cried one thing, some another. One moved 
that the gentleman from Georgia have leave to 
proceed by general consent; another moved an 
adjournment ; others called for the roll; others 
shouted order, order; members rose from their 
seats and crowded the aisles, talking, debating, 
laughing. Mr. Toombs meanwhile held on his 
way, denouncing the House for its tyranny and 
disorder. “ What is the question?” cried some- 
body. “On the motion of the gentleman from 
Alabama to rescind the resolution,” replied the 
Clerk. “Go it, Toombs! Call the roll! Order! 
Order!” were the confused exclamations heard 
on every side. Amidst the “confusion worse 
confounded,” the Clerk proceeded to call the roll, 
and Mr. Toombs proceeded with his speech, and 
the members “proceeded with their discordant 
cries. At last the speaker completed his argu- 
ment and “sat down, the membors got tired of 
making a noise, and in the lull, the call of the 
roll was completed. The result was a refusal of 
the House to rescind the resolution. 

Mr. F. P. Stanton called for the reading of his 
proposition; which was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the House will proceed immedi- 
ately to the election of a Speaker, viva voce ; and 
if, after the vote shall have been called three 
times, no member shall have received a majority 
of the whole number of votes, the roll shall again 
be called, and the member who shall then receive 
the largest number of votes, provided it be a ma- 
Jority of a quorum, shall be declared to be chosen 
Speaker. 

Several motions were now made—one to ad- 
journ till Wednesday, another to adjourn till to- 
morrow ; but at last, Mr. Stanton having obtained 
the floor, moved the adoption of his resolution. 


Mr. Meade of Virginia offered the following 
amendment : : 


Resolved, That after the vote has been taken for 
Speaker next after the adoption of this resolution, 
the House shall proceed to vote between the four 
members receiving the greatest number of votes ; 
and if neither receive a majority, the House shall 
then vote between the three members receiving 
tte largest vote; and if no choice be made, the 
P Touse shall choose the Speaker from the two 
members who shall have last received the great- 
est number of votes; and no votes shall be count- 
ed that are not given to one or other of the per- 
Sons thus designated; and the same rule shall 
apply in the election of the other officers of the 
House. 

A motion was made to lay both the original 
resolution and substitute upon the table, but it 
failed—yeas 94, nays 124—the Whigs generally, 
and Some of the Democratic members, voting 
against laying upon the table—the Free Soil 
members, the Free Soil Democrats, and some of 


the State Ri hts i 
the table. men of the South, voting to lay 


Mr. Kaufman of Texas then offered an amend- 


an or substitute, which was laid upon the ta- 
e—yeas 51, nays 168, 


The question was then taken on Mr. Meade’s 
Proposition, and it wag rejected—yeas 12, nays 201. 

The question then recurring on the original 
resolution offered by Mr. Stanton, Mr. Giddin 
“a following to the Clerk’s desk : . 
._ Whereas the election of Speaker of this: 
re = ho the highest and most ‘aapertaeh aan 
ment upon its members; and whereas also 
= a consent of every House of R . 
mec | nee the adoption of our Constitation, a 

“jority of all the votes given has been regarded 
by petty aon to a choice of that officer ; and where- 
as freedom of debate hae ever been regarded 


Aon ~ ig safeguards of American liberty : 
Resolved, That a change in such election so as 














to elect a Speaker by a plurality of votes, while 
the minority are not permitted to discuss the pro- 
priety or constitutionality of such a change, will 
be oppressive in its operation, of dangerous ten- 
dency, and ought not to be adopted, 

Mr. Stanton raised a point of order—the Clerk 
submitted it to the House—the yeas and nays 
were called for on the point of order, but the 
House refused to order them by a vote of nays 
146, yeas 30. ° 

A motion to adjourn failed. 

The Clerk stated the question to be on the 
original proposition of Mr. Stanton. 

[This was a mistake, The question was upon 
the point of order raised by Mr. Stanton, on 
which the House simply refused the yeas and 
nays. If that had been sustained, then the ques- 
tion would have been on Mr. Stanton’s proposi- 
tion. If it had not been sustained, the question 
wovld have been on the resolution of Mr. Gid- 
dings] 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, sev- 
eral members answered to their names, when Mr. 
Holmes rose, and, amidst loud cries of order, pro- 
tested against the proceedings, as entirely out of 
order. No vote had yet been taken on the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from Ohio. 

The Clerk said that the proposition had been 
decided out of order. Mr. Holmes denied it, and 
declared that, if gentlemen chose to violate the 
rights of a member, he would stand up for that 
member, even though it was Mr. Giddings. There 
was great laughter, with cries of order! order! 
Here a lively conversation took place between 
several members, during which the Clerk pro- 
ceeded with the roll; but he was again interrupt- 
ed by Mr. Holmes, who declared that he would 
hot give upa principle, even though Mr. Gid- 
dings would. Here was great laughter. The 
Clerk proceeding with the call, Mr. Holmes cried 


Yout to Mr. Giddings, “Do you give it up?” 


[Roars of laughter.] “No,” said Mr. G., “but 
the Clerk has entered it upon the Journal as be- 
ing rejected. 

The call of the roll was then completed, and 
Mr. Stanton’s proposition for making a Speaker 
by plurality, after three more votes, was adopted, 
as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bingham, Bokee, Bowie, 

3reck, Briggs, William J. Brown, Burrows, 

Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, G. A. Cald- 

well, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chand- 

ler, Clark, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, ( rowell, 

Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, 

Dunham, ‘Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Ew- 

ing, Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, 

Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Hallo- 

way, Hamilton, Hammond, Hampton, Hay, Hay- 

mond, H-bard, Henry, Hibbard, Houston, Jack- 
son, Andrew Johnson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, 

Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, 

John A. King, Leffler, Littlefield, Horace Mann, 

Job Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McKissock, 

McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morse, Nes, Newell, 

Ogle, Otis, Peaslee, Phoenix, Pitman Putnam, 

Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sack- 

ett, Savage, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 

Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, 

Sprague, Stanly, Fred. P. Stanton, Richard H. 

Stanton, Stevens, Stetson, Taylor, John B. Thomp- 

son, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, 

Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Win- 

tnrop—113. 

Nays—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Ashe, Av- 
erett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, 
Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, 
Burt, Cabell, Cable, Campbell, Carter, Cleve- 
land, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Colcock, Cole, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, 
Durkee, Edmundson, Featherston, Fitch, Gid- 
dings, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Haralson, Har- 
lan, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hilliard, Holliday, 
Holmes, Howard, Howe, Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, 
Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, 
Preston King, La Sere, Mason, McClernand, Mc- 
Dowell, McGaughey, McLanahan, McLane, Mc- 
Mullen, McQueen, McWillie, Mead, Miller, 
Millson, Morehead, Morris, Morton, Olds, Orr, 
Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Peck, Potter, Powell, 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Ste- 
phens, Strong, Sweetzer, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, James Thompson, William Thompson, 
Toombs, Tuck, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wal- 
lace, Welborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wild- 
rick, Wilmot, Woodward, Wood, and Young—106. 

Mr. Stanly rose and withdrew his name as & 
candidate. Mr. McClernand did the same. The 
roll was ‘thee called for the 60th tae, with fie 
following result : 

For Mr. H. Cobb- 95 
Winthrop - - 90 
Wilmot - - - 9 
Morehead - - 4 
Strong - - - 4 
Cabell - - - 4 
There being no choice, the roll was called 

again, and again. On the 62d trial, it stood— 

Howell Cobb, of Georgia, received - 97 

Robert C. Winthrop, of Massachusetts- 97 

David Wilmot, of Pennsylvania - 

William Strong, of Pennsylvania - - 

Charles S. Morehead of Kentucky - 

E. D. Potter, of Ohio - - - - 

Linn Boyd, of Kentucky - - - 

E. Carrington Cabell, of Florida - - 

C. Durkee, of Wisconsin - - - 

A. H. Stephens, of Georgia - - - 

The House had now reached the contingency 
contemplated in the proposition of Mr. Stanton. 
It had exhausted the three votings therein provi- 
ded for, without a result, and had arrived at that 
point where, in fulfilment of the agreement enter- 
ed into between the two parties, a Speaker was to 
be elected by a plurality vote. 

The most intense interest was manifested in 
every part of the Hall; and as theroll was called 
for the last time, Mr. Venable, one of the tellers, 
checked the votes and announced in a distinct and 
audible voice, as a vote was added to the name of 
Mr. Winthrop or Mr. Cobb, the aggregate num- 
ber of votes which either had received. 

When the name of Mr. J. Cable was called, 
that gentleman rose and said: “Under protest, I 
vote for Howell Cobb.” 

When the name of Mr. Harlan was called, Mr. 
H. rose and was understood to say, that, from con- 
versations he had heard on this floor, from per- 
sonal conversations, and from a knowledge of the 
qualifications of the two gentlemen, he inclined 
to the belief that, as it was now reduced to a cer- 
tainty that one of the two would be elected, it 
would be safe for him to cast his vote for Howell 
Cobb. He therefore did so. 

When the roll was completed, the Tellers re- 
ported that the whole number of votes given in 
was 222; of which— 


For Mr. Potter - 
McGaughey- - 
Boyd - - - - 
Bowie- - - = 
Durkee - - - 


mee COW 
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Howell Cobb, of Georgia, had received - - 102 
Robert C. Winthrop, of Massachusetts - 100 
David Wilmot, of Pennsylvania - - - 8 
Charles S. Morehead, of Kentucky - - 4 
William Strong, of Pennsylvania seg 
Alexander H. Stephens, of Georgia, - - 1 
William F. Colcock, of South Carolina - 1 
Charles Durkee, of Wisconsin - - - 1 
Emery D. Potter, of Ohio - - - at % 
Lian Boyd, of Kentucky - - - ot 

The following is the vote in detail : 

For Howell Cobl—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, 


Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bingtam, Bissell, Bo- 
cock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, 
William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, J. Cable, George 
A. Caldwell, Carter, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Ed- 
mundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Ger- 
ry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Ham- 
ilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, 
1} G. Harris, S. W. Harris, T. L. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hoagland, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, A. 
Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La 
Sere, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, Mc- 
Clernand, McDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, 
Robt. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Me- 
Willie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, 
Olds, Orr, Parker. Peaslee, Potter, Powell, Rich- 
ardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Saw- 
telle, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Stetson, Strong, Sweetzer, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, James Thompson, William Thompson, Ven- 
able, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Went- 
worth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, and Young. 

For Robert C. Wthrop.—Messrs. Alexander, 
Alston, Anderson, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Ken- 
nett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Bur- 
rows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph 
P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Cor- 
win, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, 
Dunean, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fow- 
ler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Hunter, Jackson, J. L. 
Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, Geo. G. King, 
Jas.G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, 
Marshall, Matteson MeGaughey, McKissock, 
Finis E. McLean,’ Meacham, Moore, Morehead, 
Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, 


man, Putnam, Reynolds, Risley, R Rose, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Gch aaerkarn;tehest. 


Seent Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, 
Stanly, Thaddeus Stev Taylor Jno. B. Thomp- 
- Thurman, Tuck, Underbill, Ven Dyke, Vin- 


hite, Wi 
For deat Wee semen Nen, Booth, Dur- 
kee, Giddings, Howe, Julian, P. King, and Root. 




















For A H. Stephens —Mr. E. C. Cabell. 
te 2 ha Strong.— Messrs. Cleveland, Doty, 

For William F. Colcock—Mr. Holmes. 

For Charles 8. Morehead —Messrs. Morton, 
Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

Fer Charles Durkee—Mr, Wilmot. 

For Emery D. Potter —Mr. Wood. 

For Linn Boyd—Mr. Woodward. 

When the names had been read by tie Clerk, 
a slight murmur of approbation, not amounting 
~ a expression, passed over parts of the 

all, 

Mr. Stanly moved the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Hon. Howell Cobb, a Rep- 
resentative from the State of Georgia, be, and he 
is hereby, declared duly elected Speaker of the 
House for the thirty-first Congress, 

[This was intended to forestall all question of 
the legality of the election on the plurality prin- 
ciple.] 

The yeas and nays were ordered, on motion of 
Mr. Root ; and those who voted in the negative 
were the following : 


Messrs. Allen, Andrews, Averett, Bayly, Burt, 
E. C. Cabell, Campbell, Colcock, Croweil, Daniel, 
Durkee, Featherston, Giddings, Hilliard, Holli- 
day, Holmes, Howe, Hubbard, Hunter, Julian, 
Preston King, McGaughey, McQueen, Morton, 
Outlaw, Owen, Root, Alexander H. Stephens, 
Toombs, Tuck, Venable, Wallace, Wilmot, and 
Woodward—34, 


One hundred and forty-nine voted in the affir- 
mative. 


The Speaker was then conducted tothe Chair 
by Messrs. Winthrop and McDowell. After a 
momentary pause, he rose and said: 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

It would be useless to disguise the fact that I 
feel deeply embarrassed in taking this chair under 
the circumstanees attending my election. 

lam conscious of the difficulties by which this 
position is surrounded at the present time. 

The peculiar organization of this body, as ex- 
hibited in our proceedings since we first met--the 
nature and character of the various important 
and exciting questions of public policy which will 
engage our attention during the present session 
of Congress, conspire to render the duties of the 
office peculiarly embarrassing, onerous, and re- 
sponsible. 

I may be permitted, therefore, to ask in advance 
your generous afd and support in the effort I 
shall make firmly, faithfully, and impartially, to 
discharge its duties. 

The country has been looking with anxiety to 
our efforts to effect an organization. The people 
will continue to regard with intense interest eve- 
ry step we take in our legislative course. Our 
duties will be laborious, our responsibilities great. 
Let us, then, in view of these considerations, in- 
voke, in the discharge of these duties, a patriot- 
ism as broad as the Union, and as comprehensive 
as the nature and character of her various inter- 
ests and institutions. Guided by this spirit, un- 
der the blessing of Heaven, our action will result 
in the continued prosperity of our common coun- 
try. 

Accept, gentlemen, my grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the honor you have conferred on m2 in 
selecting me as your presiding officer during the 
present Congress. 

The Speaker now took the usual oath of office, 
which was administered by Mr. Linn Boyd, of 
Kentucky; after which, the House adjourned, after 
a session of six hours. 





PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


Fellow-Citizens of the Senate 
and House of Representatives: 

Sixty years have elapsed since the establish- 
ment of this Government, and the Congress of 
the United States again assembles to legislate for 
an empire of freemen. The predictions of evil 
prophets, who formerly pretended to foretell the 
downfall of our institutions, are now remembered 
only to be derided, and the United States of Amer- 
ica at this moment present to the world the most 
stable and permanent Government on earth. 

Such is the result of the labors of those who 
have gone before us. Upon Congress will emi- 
nently depend the future maintenance of our sys- 
tem of free government, and the transmission of 
it, unimpaired, to posterity. 

We are at peace with all the nations of the 
world, and seek to ma‘ntain our cherished rela- 
tions ofamity with them. During the past year we 
have been blessed, by a kind Providence, with an 
abundance of the fruits of the earth ; and although 
the destroying angel, for a time, visited extensive 
portions of our territory with the ravages of a 
dreadful pestilence, yet the Almighty has at length 
deigned to stay his hand, and to restore the ines- 

mable blessing of general heslth to a pedpie who 

ave acknowledged his power, deprecated his 
wrath, and implored his merciful protection. 

While enjoying the benefits of amicable inter- 
course with foreign nations, we have not been in- 
sensible to the distractions and wars which have 
prevailed in other quarters of the world. Itisa 
proper theme of thanksgiving to Him who rules 
the destinies of nations, that we have been able 
to maintain, amidst all these contests, an independ- 
ent and neutral position towards all belligerent 
Powers. 

Our relations with Great Britain are of the 
most friendly character. In consequence of the 
recent alteratioa of the British navigation acts, 
British vessels, from British and other foreign 
ports, will, (under our existing laws,) after the 
first day of January next, be admitted to entry 
in our ports, with cargoes of the growth, manufac- 
ture, or production of any part of the world, on 
the same terms, as to duties, imposts, and charges, 
as vessels of the United States, with their car- 
goes; and our vessels will be admitted to the same 
advantages in British ports, entering therein on 
the same terms as British vessels. Should no or- 
der in council disturb this legislative arrange- 
ment, the late act of the British Parliament, by 
which Great Britain is brought within the terms 
proposed by the act of Congress of the ist of 
March, 1817, it is hoped, will be productive of 
benefit to both countries. 

A slight interruption of diplomatic intercourse 
which occurred between this Government and 
France, | am happy to say, has been terminated, 
and our Minister there has been received. It is, 
therefore, unnecessary to refer now to the circum- 
stances which led to that interruption. I need 
not express to you the sincere satisfaction with 
which we shall welcome the arrival of another 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary from a sister Republic, to which we have so 
long been, and still remain, bound by the strong- 
est ties of amity. 

Shortly after I had entered upon the discharge 
of the Executive duties, I was apprized that a 
war steamer belonging to the German Empire was 
being fitted out in the harbor of New York, with 
the aid of some of our naval officers, rendered 
under the permission of the late Secretary of the 
Navy. This permission was granted during an 
armistice between that Empire and the Kingdom 
of Denmark, which had been engaged in the 
Schleswig-Holstein war. Apprchensive that this 
act of intervention, on our part, might be viewed 
as @ violation of our neutral obligations, incurred 
by the treaty with Denmark, and of the provis- 
ions of the act of Congress of the 20th of April, 
1818, I directed that no further aid should be 
rendered by any agent or officer of the Navy; 
and I instructed the Secretary of State to apprize 
the Minister of the German Empire accredited 
to this Government of my determigation to exe- 
cute the law of the United States, and to mrzin- 
tain the faith of treaties with all nations. The 
correspondence which ensued between the Depart- 
ment of State and the Minister of the German 
Empire is herewith laid before you. The execu- 
tion of the law and the observance of the treaty 
were deemed by me to be due to the honor of the 
country, as well as to the sacred obligations of 
the Constitution. I shall not fail to pursue the 
same course, should a similar case arise, with any 
other nation. Having avowed the opinion, on ta- 
king the oath of office, that, in disputes between 
conflicting foreign Goveraments, it is our inter- 
est, not less than our duty, to remain strictly neu- 
tral, 1 shall not abandon it. You will perceive, 
from the correspondence submitted to you, in con- 
nection with this subject, that the course adopted 
in this case has been properly regarded by the 
belligerent Powers interested in the matter. 

Although a Minister of the United States to 
the German Empire was appointed by my prede- 
cessor in August, 1848, and has for a long time 
been in attendance at Frankfort-on-the-Main, and 
although a Minister appointed to represent that 
Empire was received and accredited here, yet no 
such Government as that of the German Empire 
has been definitively constituted. Mr. Donelson, 
our representative at Frankfort, remained there 
several months, in the expectation that a union of 
the German States, under one constitution or 
form of Government, might at length be organ- 
ized. It is believed, by those well acquainted 
with the existing relations between Prussia and 
the States of Germany, that no such union can 
be permanently established without her co-opera- 
tion. In the event of the formation of such a 
union, and the organization of a central power in 

, of which she should form a part, it 
would become necessary to withdraw our Minis- 
ter at Berlin ; but while Prussia exists as an in- 





dependent and diplomatic relations are 
aatainnd whe, there som be no necessity for 
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have es 7 cnet Donelson, sod di- 

rected the archives of the legation, at Frankfort, to 

be transferred to the Amerionn legation at Berlin. 
Having been apprized that a considerable num- 
a. 

~ & 

















ber of adventurers were engaged in fitting out a 
military expedition, within the United States, 
against a foreign country, and believing, from the 
best information [ could obtain, that it was desti- 
ned to invade the island of Cuba,I deemed it due 
to the friendly relations existing between the Uni- 
ted States and Spain; to the treaty between the 
two nations; to the laws of the United States, 
and, above all, to the American honor, to exert 
the lawful authority of this Government in sup- 
pressing the expedition and preventing the inva- 
sion. To this end, I issued a proclamation, en- 
joining it upon the officers of the United States, 
civil and military, to use all lawful means withio 
their power. A copy of that proclamation is 
herewith submitted. The expedition has been 
suppressed, So long as the act of Congress of 
the 20th of April, 1818, which owes its existence 
to the law of nations and to the policy of Wash- 
ington himself, shall remain on our statute book, 
I hold it to be the duty of the Executive faithful- 
ly to obey its injunctions. 

While this expedition was in progress, I was 
informed that a foreigner, who claimed our pro- 
tection, had been clandestinely, and, as it was 
supposed, forcibly, carried off in a vessei from 
New Orleans to the Island of Cuba. I immedi- 
ately caused such steps to be taken as I thought 
necessary, in case the information Thad received 
should prove correct, to vindicate the honor of the 
country, and the right of every person seeking 
an asylum on our soil to the protection of our 
laws. The person alleged to have been abducted 
was promptly restored, ands the circumstances of 
the case are now about to undergo investigation 
before a judicial tribunal. I would respectfully 
suggest that although the crime charged to have 
been committed in this case is held odious, as be- 
ing in conflict with our opinions on the subject of 
national sovereignty and personal freedom, there 
is no prohibition of it, or punishment for it, pro- 
vided in any act of Congress. The expediency 
of supplying this defect in our criminal code is 
therefore recommended to your consideration. 

I have scrupulously avoided any interference 
in the wars and contentions which have recently, 
distracted Europe. 

During the late conflict between Acwria and 
Hungary, there seemed to be a prospect that the 
latter might become an independent nation. 
However faint that prospect at the time appeared, 
I thought it my duty,in accordance with the gen- 
eral sentiment of the American people, who 
deeply sympathized with the Magyar patriots, to 
stand: prepared, upon the contingency of the es- 
tablishment by her of a permanent Government, 
to be the first to welcome independent Hungary 
into the family of nations. For this purpose I 
invested an agent, then in Europe, with power to 
declare our willingness promptly to recognise her 
independence in the event of her ability to sus- 
tain it. The powerful intervention of Russia in 
the contest extinguished the hopes of the strug- 
gling Magyars. The United States did not, at 
any time, interfere in the contest; but the feel- 
ings of the nation were strongly enlisted in the 
cause, and by the sufferings of a brave people, 
who had made a gallant though unsuccessful ef- 
fort to be free. 

Oar claims upon Portugal have been, during 
the past year, prosecuted with renewed vigor, and 
it has been my object to employ every effort of 
honorable diplomacy to procure their adjustment. 
Our late Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon, the Hon. 
George W. Hopkins, made able and energetic, 
but unsuccessful, efforts to settle these unpleasant 
matters of controversy, and to obtain’ indemnity 
for the wrongs which were the subjects of com- 
plaint. Our present Chargé d’Affaires at that 
Court will also bring to the prosecution of these 
claims ability and zeal. The revolutionary and 
distracted condition of Portugal in past times has 
been represented as one of the leading causes of 
her delay in indemnifying our suffering citizens. 
But I must now say it is matter of profound re- 
gret that these claims have not yet been settled. 
The omission of Portugal to do justice to the 
American claimants has now assumed a character 
so grave and serious that I shall shortly make it 
the subject of a special message to Congress, with 
a view to such ultimate action as its wisdom and 
patriotism may suggest. 

With Russia, Austria, Prussia, Sweden, Den- 
mark, Belgium, the Netherlands, and the Italian 
States, we still maintain our accustomed amicable 
relations. 

During the recent revolutions in the Papal 
States, our Chargé d’Affaires at Rome has been 
unable to present his letter of credence, which, 
indeed, he was directed by my predecessor to 
withhold until he should receive further orders. 
Such was the unsettled condition of things in 
those States, that it was not deemed expedient to 
give him any instructions on the subject of pre- 
senting his credential letter different from those 
with which he had been furnished by the late Ad- 
ministration until the 25th of June last; when, 
in consequence of the want of accurate informa- 
tion of the exact state of things at that distance 
from us, he was instrneted to oxerciee\ hic. own 
discretion in presentifg himseli to th& then ex- 
isting Government, if in his judgment sufficiently 
stable; or, if not, toawait further events. Since 
that period Rome has undergone another revolu- 
tion, and he abides the establishment of a Gov- 
ernment sufficiently permanent to justify him in 
opening diplomatic intercourse with it. 

With the Republic of Mexico, it is our true 
policy cto cultivate the most friendly relations. 
Since the ratification of the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo, nothing has occurred of aserious charac- 
ter to disturb them. A faithful observance of the 
treaty, and a sincere respect for her rights, can- 
not fail tosecure the lasting confidence and friend- 
ship of that Republic. The message of my pre- 
decessor to the House of Representatives, of the 
8th of February last, communicating, in compli- 
ance with a resolution of that body, a copy of a 
paper called a Protocol, signed at Queretaro, on 
the 30th of May, 1848, by the Commissioners of 
the United States and the Minister of For:ign 
Affairs of the Mexicai: Government, having been 
a subject of correspondence between the Depart- 
ment of State and the Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of that Republic accred- 
ited to this Government, a transcript of that cor- 
respondence is herewith submitted. 

The Commissioner on the part of the United 
States for marking the boundary between the two 
Republics, though delayed in reachingSan Diego 
by unforeseen obstacles, arrived at that place 
within a short period after the time required by 
the treaty, and was there joined by the Commis- 
sioner on the part of Mexico. They entered up- 
on their duties ; and, at the date of the latest in- 
telligence from that quarter, some progress had 
been made in the survey. The expenses incident 
to the organization of the commission, and to its 
conveyance to the point where its operations were 
to begin, have so much reduced the fund appro- 
priated by Congress, thata further sum, tu cover 
the charges which must be incurred during the 
present fiscal year, will be necessary. ‘I'he great 
length of frontier along which the boundary ex- 
tends, the nature of the adjacent territory, andthe 
difficulty of obtaining supplies, except at or near 
the extremes of the line, render it also indispen- 
sable that a liberal provision should be made to 
meet the necessary charges during the fiscal year 
ending on the 30th of June, 1851. I accordingly 
recommend this subject to your attention. 

In the adjustment of the claims of American 
citizens on Mexico, provided for by the late trea- 
ty, the employment of counsel, on the part of the 
Government, may become important for the pur- 
pose of assisting the Commissioners in protecting 
the interests of the United States. I recommend 
this subject to the early and favorable considera- 
tion of Congress. 

Complaints have been made in regard to the 
inefficiency of the means provided by the Govern- 
ment of New Grenada for transportings%o United 
States mail across the Isthmus of Panama, pursu- 
ant to our Postal Convention with that Republic, 
of the 6th of March, 1844. Our Chargé d’A ffaires 
at Bogota has been directed to make such repre- 
sentations to the Government of New Grenada as 
will, it is hoped, lead to a prompt removal of this 
cause of complaint. 

The sanguinary civil war with which the Re- 
public of Venezuela has for some time past been 
ravaged, has been brought to a close. In its pro- 
gress the rights of some of our citizens, resident 
or trading there, have been violated. The resto- 
ration of order will afford to the Venezuelan Gov- 
ernment an opportunity to examine and redress 
these grievances, and others of long standing, 
which our representatives at Caraccas have hith- 
erto ineffectually urged upon the attention of that 
Government. 

Theextension of the coast of the United States 
on the Pacific, and the unexampled rapidity with 
which the inhabitants of California especially are 
increasing in numbers, have imparted new conse- 
quence to our relations with the other countries 
whose territories border upon that ocean. It is 
probable that the intercourse between those coun- 
tries and our possessions in that quarter, particu- 
larly with the Republic of Chili, will become ex- 
tensive and mutually advantageous in proportion 
as California and regon shall increase in popu- 
lation and wealth. It is desirable, therefore, that 
this Government should do everything in its 
to foster and stren Ge subbinee wae 

gthen its relations with those 


States, and that the spirit of amity be 
should be mutaal sind cordial. y between us 


I recommend the observance of the same course 
towards all other American States. The United 
States stand as the great American Power, to 
which, as their natural ally and friend, they will 
always be disposed first to look for mediation and 
assistance, in the event of. any collision between 
them and any Europear nation. Assuch, we may 
often kindly mediate in their behalf, without en- 
tangling ourselves in vey Wars or unn 
controversies. Whenever the faith of our treaties 
with any of them 309 require our interference, 
we must necessarily interpose.  - : " 

A convention has been negotiated with Brazil, 





providing for the sitisfaction of American claims 
on that Government, and it will be submitted to 
the Senate. Since the last session of Congres*, 
we have received an Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary from that Empire, and 
our relations with it are founded upon the most 
amicable understauding. 

Your attention is earnestly invited to an amend- 
ment of our existing laws relating to the African 
slave trade, with a view to the effectual suppres- 
sion of that barbarous traffic. It is not to be de- 
nied that this trade is still, in part, carried on by 
means of vessels built in the United States, and 
owned or navigated by some of our citizens. The 
correspondence between the Department of State 
and the Minister and Consul of the United States 
at Rio de Janeiro, which has from time to time 
been laid before Congress, represents that it is a 
customary device to evade the penalties of our 
laws by means of sea letters. Vessels sold in 
Brazil, when provided with suck papers by the 
Consul, instead of returning to the United States 
for 2 new register, proceed at once to the coast of 
Africa, for the purpose of obtaining cargoes of 
slaves. Much additional information, of the same 
character, has recently been transmitted to the 
Department of State. It has not been considered 
the policy of our laws to subject an American cit- 
izen, who, in a foreign country, purchases a ves- 
sel built in the United States, to the inconvenience 
of sending her home for a new register, before 
permitting her to proceed on a voyage. Any al- 
teration of the laws which might have a tendency 
to impede the free transfer of property in vessels 
between our citizens, or the free navigation of 
those vessels between different parts of the world, 
when employed in lawful commerce, should be 
well and cautiously considered ; but I trust that 
your wisdom will devise a m¢thod by which our 
general policy, in this respect, may be preserved, 
and at the same time the abuse of our flag, by 
means of sea letters, in the manner indicated, may 
be prevented. 

Having ascertained that there is no prospect of 
the reunion of the five States of Central America, 
which formerly composed the Republic of that 
name, we have separately negotiated with some 
of them treaties of amity and commérce, which 
will be laid before the Senate. 

A contract having been concluded with the 
State of Nicaragua, by a company composed of 
American citizens, for the purpose of constructing 
a ship canal through the territory of that State, 
to connect the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, I have 
directed the negotiation of a treaty with Nicara- 
gua, pledging both Governments to protect those 
who shall engage in and perfect the work. All 
other nations are invited by the State of Nicara- 
gua to enter into the same treaty stiplations with 
her; and the benefit to be derived by each from 
such an arrangement will be the protection of 
this great inter-oceanic communication against 
any Power which might seek to obstruct it, or to 
monopolize its advantages. All States entering 
into such a treaty will enjoy the right of passage 
through the canal on payment of the same tolls. 

The work, if constructed under these guaran- 
ties, will become a bond of peace instead of a sub- 
ject of contention and strife between the nations 
of the earth. Should the great maritime States 
of Europe consent to this arrangement (and we 
have no reason to suppose that a proposition so 
fair and honorable will be opposed by any,) the 
energies of their people and ours will codperate in 
promoting the success of the enterprise. I do not 
recommend any appropriation from the National 
Treasury for this purpose, nor do I believe that 
such an appropriation is necessary. Private enter- 
prise, if properly protected, will complete the 
work, should it prove to be feasible. The parties 
who have procured the charter from Nicaragua, 
for its construction, desire no assistance from this 
Government beyond its protection; and they pre- 
fess that, having examined the proposed line of 
communication, they will be ready to commence 
the undertaking whenever that protection shall 
be extended to them. Should there appear to be 
reason, on examining the whole evidence, to en- 
tertain a serious doubt of the practicability of 
constructing such a canal, that doubt could be 
speedily solved by an actual exploration of the 
route. 

Should such a work be constructed, under the 
common protection of all nations, for equal bene- 
fits to all, it would be neither just nor expedient 
that avy great maritime State should command 
the communication. The territory through which 
the canal may be opened ought to be freed from 
the claims of any foreign Power. No such Power 
should occupy a position that would enable it here- 
after to exercise so controlling an influence over 
the commerce of the world, or to obstruct a high- 
way which ought to be dedicated to the common 
uses of mankind. 

The routes across the Isthmus, at Tehuantepec 
and Panama, are also worthy of our serious con- 
sideration. They did not fail to engage the atten- 
tion of my predecessor. The negotiator of the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was instructed to 
offer », very lerge sum ef monvy for the right-of 
transit across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. The 
Mexican Government did not accede to the propo- 
sition for the purchase of the right of way, proba- 
bly because it had already contracted with private 
individuals for the construction of a passage from 
the Guasacualeo river to Tehuantepec. I shall not 
renew 2ny proposition to purchase, for money, a 
right which ought to be equally secured to all na- 
tions, on payment of a reasonable toll to the own- 
ers of the improvement, who would, doubtless, be 
well contented with that compensation and the 
guaranties of the maritime States of the world, in 
separate treaties negotiated with Mexico, binding 
her and them to protect those who should con- 
struct the work. Such guaranties would do more 
to secure the completion of the communication 
through the territory of Mexico than any other 
reasonable consideration that could be offered ; and 
as Mexico herself would be the greatest gainer by 
the opening of this communication between the 
Gulf and the Pacific ocean, it is presumed that she 
would not hesitate to yield her aid, in the manner 
proposed, to accomplish an improvement so im- 
portant to her own best interests. 

We have reason to hope that the proposed rail- 
road across the Isthmus at Panama will be success- 
fully constructed. under the protection of the late 
treaty with New Grenada, ratified and exchanged 
by my predecessor on the 10th day of June, 1548, 
which guaranties the perfect neutrality of the Isth- 
mus, and the righisof sovereignty and property of 
New Grenada over that territory, “with a view 
that the free transit from ocean to ocean may not 
be interrupted or embarrassed” during the exist- 
ence of the treaty. It is our policy to encourage 
every practicable route across the Isthmus, which 
connects North and South Amrrica, either by 
by railroad or canal, which the energy and enter- 
prise of our citizens may induce them to complete ; 
and I consider it obligatory upon me to adopt that 
policy, especially in consequence of the absolute 
necessity of facilitating intercourse with our pos- 
sessions on the Pacific. 

The position of the Sandwich Islands, with ref- 
erence to the territory of the United States on the 
Pacific ; the success of our persevering and benev- 
olent citizens who have repaired to that remote 
quarter in christianizing the natives and inducing 
them to adopt a system of government and laws 
suited to their capacity and wants; and the use 
made by our numerous whale ships of the harbors 
of the islands as places of resort for obtaining re- 
freshments and repairs, all combine to render their 
destiny peculiarly interesting to us. It isour duty 
to encourage the authorities of those islands in 
their efforts to improve and elevate the moral and 
political condition of the inhabitants; and we 
should make reasonable allowances for the diffi- 
culties inseparable from this task. We desire that 
the islands may maintain their independence, and 
that other nations should concur with us in this 
sentiment. We could in no event be indifferent 
to their passing under the dominion of any other 
Power. The principal commercial States have 
in this a common interest, and it is to be hoped 
that no one of them will attempt to interpose 
obstacles to the entire independence of the 
islands, 

The receipts into the Treasury for the fiscal 
year ending on the thirtieth of June last were, in 
cash, forty-eight millions eight hundred and thir- 
ty thousand ninety-seven dollars and fifty cents 
(#48,830,097 50,) and in Treasury notes funded, 
ten millions eight hundred and thirty-three thou- 
sand dollars, ($i0,833,000.) making an aggregate of 
fifty-nine millions six hundred and sixty-three, 
thousand ninety-seven dollars and fifty cents, 
($59,663,097.50 ;) and the expenditures for thesame 
time were, in cash, forty-six millions seven hun- 
dred and ninety-eight thousand six hundred and 
sixty-seven dollars and eighty-two cents, ($46,- 
798,667.82,! and in Treasury notes funded, ten 
millions eight hundred and thirty-three thousand 
dollars, (¢10,833,000,) making an aggregate of 
fifty-seven millions six hundred and thirty-one 
thousand six hundred and sixty-seven dollarsand 
eight-two cents, ($57,631,66752) — i 

The accounts and estimates, which will be sub- 
mitted to Congress-in the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, show that there will probably be 
a deficit, occasioned by the expenses of the Mexi- 
can war and treaty, on the first day of July next, 
of five millions eight hundred and twenty-eight 
thousand one hundred and twenty-one dollars 
and sixty-six cents, ($5,829,121.66,) and on the 
first day of July, 1851, of ten millions five hun- 
dred and forty-seven thousand and ninety-two 
dollars and seventy-three cents, ($10,547,092.73,) 
making in the whole a probable deficit, to be pro- 
vided for, of sixteen millions three hundred and 
seventy-five thousand two hundred and fourteen 
dollars and thirty-nine cents, ($16,275,214 39) 
The extraordinary expenses of the war with Mex- 
ico, and the purchase of Californiaand New Mex- 
ico, exceed in amount this deficit, together with 
the loans heretofore made for objects. I 
therefore recommend that authority be given to 





borrow whatever sum may be necessary to cover 
that deficit. I recommend the observance of strict 














economy in the appropriation and expenditure of 
the public money. oe 2 

I recommend a revison of the existing tariff, and 
its adjustment on a basis which may augment the 
revenue. I do not doubt the right or duty of Con- 
gress to encourage domestic industry, which is 
the great source of national as well as individual 
wealth and prosperity. 1 look to the wisdom and 
patriotism of Congress for the adoption of a sys- 
tem which may place home labor at last on a sure 
and permanent footing, and, by due encourage- 
ment of manufactures, give a new aud increased 
stimulus to agriculture, and promote the devel- 
opment of our vast resources, and the extension 
of our cemmerce. Believing that to the attain- 
ment of these ends (as well as the necessary aug- 
mentation of the revenue and the prevention of 
frauds) a system of specific duties is best adapted, 
I strongly recommend to Congress the adoption 
of that syst-m, fixing the duties at rates high 
enough to afford substantial and sufficient en- 
couragement to our own industry, and, at the same 
time, so adjusted as to insure stability. 

The question of the continuance of the Sub- 
Treasury system is respectfully submitted to the 
wisdom of Congress. If continued, important 
modifications of it appear to be indispensable. 

For further details and views of the above, 
and other matters connected with commefce, the 
finances, and revenue, I refer to the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

No direct aid has b.en given by the General 
Government to the improvement of agriculture, 
except by the expenditure of small sums for the 
collection and publication of agricultural statis- 
tics, and for some chemical analyses, which have 
been, thus far, paid for out of the Patent fund. 
This aid is, in my opinion, wholly inadequate. 
To give to this leading branch of American in- 
dustry the encouragement which it merits, I re- 
spectfully recommend the establishment of an 
Agricultural Bureau, to be connected with the 
Department of the Interior. To elevate the social 
condition of the agriculturist, to increase his 
prosperity, and to extend his means of usefulness 
to his country, by multiplying his sources of in- 
formation, should be the study of every states- 
man, and a primary object.with every legislator. 

No civil Government having been provided by 
Congress for California, the people of that ‘Ter- 
ritory, impelled by the necessities of their politi- 
cal condition, recently met in Convention, for 
the purpose of forming a Censtitution and State 
Government, which the latest advices give me 
reason to suppose has been accomplished; and it 
is believed they will shortly apply for the admis- 
sion of California into the Union as a sovereign 
State. Should such be the case, and should their 
Constitution be conformable to the requisitions 
of the Constitution of the United States, I rec- 
ommend their application to the favorable con- 
sideration of Congress. 

The people of New Mexico will also, it is be- 
lieved, at no very distant period, present them- 
selves for admission into the Union. Preparatory 
to the admission of California and New Mexico, 
the people of each will have instituted for them- 
selves a republican form of Government, “ lay- 
ing its foundations in such principles, and organ- 
izing its powers in such form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect their safety and happi- 
ness.” 

By awaiting their action, all causes of uneasi- 
ness may be avoided, and confidence and kind 
feeling preserved. With a view of maintaining 
the harmony and tranquillity so dear to all, we 
should abstain from the introduction of those ex- 
citing topics of a sectional character, which have 
hitherto produced painful apprehensions in the 
public mind; and I repeat the solemn warning of 
the first and most illustrious of my predecessors, 
against furnishing “any ground for character- 
izing parties by geographical discriminations.” 

A collector has been appointed at San Fran- 
cisco, under the act of Congress extending the 
revenue laws over California; and measures have 
been taken to organize the custom-houses at that 
and the other ports mentioned in that act, at the 
earliest period practicable. The collector pro- 
ceeded overland, and advices have not yet been 
received of his arrival at San Francisco. Mean- 
while, it is understood that the customs have con- 
tinued to be ccllected there by officers acting un- 
der the military authority, as they were during 
the administration of my predecessor. It will, I 
think, be expedient to confirm the collections thus 
made, and direct the avails (after such allow- 
ances as Congress may think fit to authorize) to 
be expended within the Territory, or to be paid 
into the Treasury, for the purpose of meeting ap- 
propriations for the improvement of its rivers 
and harbors. 

A party, engaged on the coast survey, was dis- 
patched to Oregon in January last. According 
to the latest advices, they had not left Califor- 
nia; and directions have been given to them, as 
soon as they shall have fixed on the sites of the 
two light-houses and the buoys authorized to be 
constructed and placed in Oregon, to proceed 
without delay io Thake revonnvissunces of the 
most impertant points on the coast of California, 
aud especially to examine and determine on sites 
for light-houses on that coast, the speedy erection 
of which is urgently demanded by our rapidly 
increasing commerce. 

I have transferred the Indian Agencies from 
Upper Missouri and Council Bluffs to Santa Fe 
and Salt Lake, and have caused to be appointed. 
sub-agents in the valleys of the Gila, the Sacra- 
mento, and San Joaquin rivers. Still further 
legal provisions will be necessary for the effec- 
tive and successful extension of our system of 
Indian intercourse over the new Territories. 

I recommend the establishment of a branch 
mint in California, as it will, in my opinion, 
afford important facilities to those engaged in 
mining, as well ss to the Government in the dis- 
position of the mineral lands. 

I also recommend that commissions be organ- 
ized by Congress to examine and decide upon the 
validity of the present subsisting land titles in 
California and New Mexico; and that provision 
be made for the establishment of offices of Sur- 
veyor General in New Mexico, California, and 
Oregon, and for the surveying and bringing into 
market the public lands in those Territories. 
Those lands, remote in position and difficult of 
access, ought to be disposed of on terms liberal to 
all, but especially favorable to the early emigrants. 

In order that the situation and character of 
the principal mineral deposites in California may 
be ascertained, I recommend that a geological and 
mineralogical exploration be connected with the 
linear surveys, and that the mineral lands be di- 
vided into small lots suitable for mining, and be 
disposed of, by sale or lease, so as to give our citi- 
zens an opportunity of procuring a permanent 
right of property in the soil. This would seem 
to be as important to the success of mining as of 
agricultural pursuits. 

The great mineral wealth of California, and 
the advantages which its ports and harbors, and 
those of Oregon, afford to commerce, especially 
with the islands of the Pacific and Indian 
oceans, and the populous regions of Eastern Asia, 
make it certain that there will arise in a few years 
large and prosperous communities on our western 
coast. It therefore becomes important that a line 
of communication, the best and most expeditious 
which the nature of the country will admit, 
should be opened within the Territories of the 
United States, from the navigable waters of the 
Atlantic, on the Gulf of Mexico, to the Pacific. 
Opinion, as elicited and expressed by two large 
and respectable Conventions, lately ansembled at 
St. Louis and Memphis, points toa railroad as 
that which, if practicable, will best meet the 
wishes and wants of the country. But while this, 
if in successful operation, would be a work of 
great national importance, and of a value to the 
country which it would be difficult te estimate, 
it ought also to be regarded as an undertaking 
of vast magnitude and expense, and one which 
must, if it be indeed practicable, encounter many 
difficulties in its construction and use. There- 
fore, to avoid failure and disappointment; to ena- 
ble Congress to judge whether, in the condition 
of the country through which it must pass, the 
work be feasible; and, if it be found so, whether 
it should be undertaken as a national improve- 
ment or left to individual enterprise ; and, in the 
latter alternative, what aid, if any, ought to be 
extended to it by the Government, I recommend, 
as a preliminary measure, a careful reconnois- 
sance of the several proposed routes by a scientific 
corps, and a report as to the practicability of 
making such a road, with an estimate of the cost 
of its construction and support. 

For further views on these and other matters 

connected with the duties of the Home Depart- 
ment, I refer you to the report of the Secretary 
of the Interior. 
é I recommend early appropriations for continu- 
ing the river and harbor improvements which 
have been elready begun, and also for the con- 
struction of those for which estimates have been 
made, as well as for examinations and estimates 
preparatory to the commencement of such others 
as the wants of the country, and especially the 
advance of our population over new districts, and 
the extension of commerce, may render necessary. 
An estimate of the amount which can be advan- 
tageously expended within the next fiscal year, 
under the direction of the Bureau of Topograph- 
ical Engineers, accompanies the report of the Sec- 
retary ef War, to which I respectfully invite the 
attention of Congress. 

The cession of territory made by the late treaty 
with Mexico has greatly extended our exposed 
frontier, and rendered its defence more difficult. 
That treaty has also brought us under obligations 
to Mexico, to comply with which a military force 
is requisite. But our military establishment is 
not materially changed, as to its efficiency, from 
the condition in which it stood before the com. 
mencement of the Mexican war. Some addition 
to it will therefore be necessary ; and I recom- 
mend to the favorable consideration of Congress 
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rt of the Secretary of War. 

e Secretary of War. 
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The accompanying report of the Secretary of 
the Navy presents a fall and satisfactory account 
of the condition and operations of the naval ser- 
Vice during the past year. Our citizens engaged 
in the legitimate pursuits of commerce have en- 
Joyed its benefits. Wherever our national ves- 
sels have gone, they have been received with re- 
spect, our officers have been treated with kindness 
and courtesy, and they have on all occasions pur- 
sued & course of strict neutrality, in accordance 
with the policy of our Government. 

he naval force at present in commission is as 
large as is admissible, with the number of men au- 
thorized by Congress to be employed. 

I invite your attention to the recommendation 
rea Secretary of the Navy on the subject of a 

organization of the Navy, In its various grades 
of officers, and the establishing of a retired list 
for such of the officers as are disqualified for 
active and effective service. Should Congress 
adopt some such measure as is recommended. it 
will greatly increase the efficiency of the Navy 
and reduce its expenditures. ‘ 

I also ask your attention to the views expressed 
by him in reference to the employment of war 
steamers, and in regard to the contracts for the 
transportation of the United States mails and the 
operation of the system upon the prosperity of 
the Navy. 

By an act of Congress passed August 14th, 
1848, provision was made for extending post of- 
fice and mail accommodations to California and 
Oregoh.* Exertions have been made to execnée 
that law, but the limited provisions of the act, the 
inadequacy of the means it authorizes, the ill 
adaptation of our post office laws to the situation 
of that country, and the measure of compensa- 
tion for services allowed by those laws, compared 
with the prices of labor and rents in California 
render those exertions, in a great degree, ineffect- 
ual. More particular and efficient provision by 
law is required on this subject. 

The act of 1845, reducing postage, has now, by 

its operation during four years, produced results 
fally showing that the income frem such reduced 
postage is sufficient to sustain the whole expense 
of the service of the Post Office Department, not 
including the cost of transportation in mail steam- 
ers on the lines from New York to Chagres, and 
from Panama to Astoria, which have not been con- 
sidered by Congress as properly belonging to the 
mail service. 
It is submitted to the wisdom of Congress, 
whether a further reduction of postage should not 
now he made, moré particularly on the letter cor- 
respondence. This should be relieved from the 
unjust burden of transporting and delivering the 
franked matter of Congress, for which public 
service provision should be made from the Treas- 
ury. I confidently believe that a change may 
safely be made, reducing all single-letter postage 
to the uniform rate of five cents, regardless of 
distance, without thereby imposing any greater 
tax on the Treasury than would constitutea very 
moderate compensation for this public service ; 
and I therefore respectfully recommend such a 
reduction. Should Congress prefer to abolish 
the franking privilege entirely, it seems probable 
that nodemand on the Treasury would result 
from the proposed reduction of postage. Wheth- 
er any further dimination should now be made, 
or the result of the reduction to five cents, which 
[ have recommended, should be first tested, is 
submitted to your decision Ff 

Since the commencement of the last session of 
Congress, a postal treaty with Great Britain has 
been received and ratified, and such regulations 
have been formed by the Post Office Departments 
of the two countries, in pursuance of that treaty, 
as to carry its provisions into full operation. The 
attemptto extend this same arrangement, through 
England to France, has not been equally succes 
ful ; but the purpose has not been ahandoned. 
For a particular statement of the condition of 
the Post Office Department, and other matters 
connected with that branch of the public service, I 
refer you to the report of the Postmaster General. 
By the act of 3d March, 1849,a Board was 
constituted to make arrangements for taking the 
seventh census, composed of the Secretary of 
State, the Attorney General, and the Postmaster 
Ceneral ; and it was made the duty of this Board 
“to prepare and cause to be printed such forms 
and schedules as might be necessary for the full 
enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States; and also proper forms and schedules for 
collecting, in statistical tables, under proper heads, 
such information as to mines, agriculture, com- 
merce, manufactures, education, and other topics, 
as would exhibit a full view of the pursuits, in- 
dustry, education, and resources of the country.” 
The duties enjoined upon the Census Board thus 
established having been performed, it now rests 
with Congress to enact a law for carrying into 
effect the provision of the Constitution which re- 
quires an actual enumeration of the people of the 
United States within the ensuing year, 

Amcng the duties assigned by the Constitution 
to the General Government is one of local and 
limited application, but not on that account the 
less obligatory ; I allude to the trust committed 
to Congress, as the exclusive legisjator and sole 
guardian of the interests of the District of Co- 
lumbia. I beg to commend these interests to your 
kind attention. As the National Metropolis, the 
city of Washington must be an object of general 
interest ; and, founded as it was under the auspi- 
ces of him whose immortal name it bears, its 
claims to the fostering care of Congress present 
themselves with additional strength. Whatever 
can contribute to its prosperity must enlist the 
feelings of its constitutional guardians, and com- 
mand their favorable consideration. 

Our Government is one of limited powers, and 
its successful administration eminently depends 
on the confinement of each of its codrdinate 
branches within its own appropriate sphere. The 
first section of the Constitution ordains “ that all 
legislative powers therein granted shall be vested 
in a Congress of the United States, which shall 
consist of a Senate and House of Representa- 
tives.” The Executive has authority to recom- 
mend (not to dictate) measures to Congress. Hav- 
ing performed that duty, the Executive Depart- 
ment of the Government cannot rightfully control 
the decision of Congress on any subject of legis- 
lation, until that decision shall have been officially 
submitted to the President for approval. The 
check provided by the Constitution, in the clause 
conferring the qualified veto, will never be exer- 
cised by me, except in the cases contemplated by 
the fathers of the Republic. I view it as an ex- 
treme measure, to be resorted to only in extra- 
ordinary cages—as where it may become neces- 
sary to defend the Executive against the en- 
croachments of the Legislative power, or to pre- 
vent hasty and inconsiderate or unconstitutional 
legislation. By cautiously confining this remedy 
within the sphere prescribed to it in the cotem- 
poraneous expositions of the framers of the Con- 
stitution, the will of the people, legitimately ex- 
pressed on all subjects of legislation, through 
their constitutional organs, the Senators and Rep- 
resentatives of the United States, will have its 
full effect. As indispensable to the preservation 
of our system of self-government, the independ- 
ence of the Representatives of the States and the 
People is guarantied by the Constitution; and 
they owe no responsibility to any human power 
but their constituents. By holding the Represent- 
ative responsible only to the People, and ex- 
empting him from all other influences, we elevate 
the character of the constituent and quicken his 
sense of responsibility to his country. It is un- 
der these circumstances only that the elector 
can feel that in the choice of the law-maker, he 
is himself truly a component part of the sovereign 
power of the nation. With equal care we should 
study to defend the rights of the Executive and 
Judicial departments. Our Government can on- 
ly be preserved in its purity by the suppression 
and entire elimination of every claim or tendency 
of one coérdinate branch to encroachment upon 
another. With the strict ohservance of this rale 
and the other injunctions of the Constitution ; 
with a sedulous inculcation of that respect and 
love for the Union of the States which our fathers 
cherished and enjoined upon their children ; 
and with the aid of that overruling Providence 
which has so long and so kindly guarded our lib- 
erties and institutions, we may reasonably expect 
to transmit them with their innumerable bless- 
ings to the remotest posterity. 

But attachment to the Union of the States 
should be habitually fostered in every American 
heart. For more than half a century, during 
which kingdoms and empires have fallen, this 
Union has stood unshaken. The patriots who form- 
ed it have long since descended to the grave; y et 
still it remains, the proudest monument to their 
memory, and the object of affection and admira- 
tion with every one worthy to bear the American 
name. In my judgment, its dissolution would be 
the greatest of calamities, and toavert that should 
be the study of every American. Upon its pres- 
ervation must depend our own happiness and that 
of countless generations to come. _ Whatever dan- 
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Wasnineron, December 4, 1849. 
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Lonvon QuarTERLY KEview for October, 1849. 

We do not undertake to say what the other ar- 
ticles may be, but those on the Signs of Death 
and the Great Tubular Bridge, are among the 
most interesting of the general reading one finds 
in a review. They are followed by one on the 
Peace Congress, which is a curiosity of spitefui- 
ness. The same may be said of that on Italy. 
But Sir F. Head’s account of the great hollow 
iron beams, pinned with nine hundred tons of 
rivets, and resting on a central tower ten feet 
higher than the Bunker Hill Monument, needs 
mmendation to one who knows his powers 
and the odd liveliness of his utyie, 








no reco 
of description, 


Westminster Review for October, 1819. 

Fhe articles on Human Progress, and on Mal- 
thus, are excellent specimens of that sort of op- 
timism, or faith in the future, which is not afraid 
of facts, and defends itself by a thorough eoru- 
tiny of them. This is what we especially admire 
in the Westminster. Another article gives a 
pleasant biographical notice of Jasmin, a genuine 
descendant of the Troubadours, a popular poet 
in the dialect of the south of France—the old 
Langue d’oe—spoken still by ten millions of peo- 
ple, according to this writer. For the remainder, 
see advertisement. * 


Peopie’s AND Howi1Tt’s JournaL. November, 1849. 


The pieces are very numerous, and the types 
are very small, so we can only speak of the illus- 
trations, which are pretty good for wood cuts, but 
do not compare with the engravings of American 
magazines. The array of titles promises well 
for the work this journal is doing among the peo- 
ple of England. * 


Massacavusetts Quartsrty Review. December, 1849. 
The editor still carries the weight of this Re- 
view on his own strong shoulders. What his 
history of Mr. Polk’s Administration is, we need 
not try to say to those who know his power of 
blending terrible facts with more terrible satire; 
and to those who do not, we recommend (in one 
of their most good-humored moods) to read his 
account of South Carolina chivalry. There is 
a very droll article respecting Thorean’s “ Week 
on the Concord and Merrimack,” including re- 
marks on travellers and naturalists in general. 
We offer no comment on the remainder, the titles 
of which, with the writers’ names, (here givea,) 
will recommend them to those interested in the 
topics of which they treat. * 
(COPY-RIGHT SECURED.] 
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BY MRS. EMMA D. EF. SOUTHWORTH. 


XIL 
THE DOVECOTE AND THE DOVE, 


Go lift the willing lateh—the scene explore— 
Sweet peace and iove and joy thou there shalt find, 
For there religion dwells, whose sacred lore 
Leaves the proud wisdom of the world behind, 
And pours a heavenly ray on everv human mind. 
Dr. Huntington. 


There is 2 light around her brow, 
A holiness in those dark eyes, 
Which chow, though wandering earthward now, 
Her spirit’s home is in the skies. 
Moore. 


Through the front windows of the [sland 
Palace you have already caught a distant glimpse 
of the steep gable end of the Dovecote peeping up 
above the thicket. 

Now let ustake a nearer view. The Dovecote 
is rather a cot than a cottage. It is the tiniest 
and the most secluded little home in the whole 
valley. No highway comes near it. One narrow 
foot-path leads toit. This path léads down the 
southern descent of the richly wooded hill of Mont 
Crystal, and meandering lower and deeper into a 
gien that opened a narrow vista to the river, and 
passing through the thicket and across the brook 
at the bottom, leads gently upward to tho little 
wicket gate of the small garden in front of the 
tiny cot wedged up against and sheltered on three 
sides by closely pressing and thickly wooded hills. 
Thus this sweet, secluded little home is visible 
only from one puint—toward the Isle of Rays. 
This one path, wending past the tiny garden gate, 
leads through a short, rich brushwood, down to 
the sandy beach of the river, where to a post is 
tied a little skiff with one oar, in which the old 
schoolmaster rows himself across the river every 
morning and evening in going to and returning 
from the scene of his daily school labors. For, be 
it remembered, that the school-house is situated 
on the opposite bank of the river, and far up to- 
wards The Crags. 

The Dovecote, besides being extremely small, 
is constructed in the simplest form and out of the 
rudest and readiest materials—the walls, of 
twenty feet square, being built of red sandstone 
found on the spot, and the roof being covered with 
pine boards now nearly black with long exposure 
to the weather. One little door, with one little 
window to the left, are shaded by the projecting 
eaves of the roof which, supported by straight 
pillars made of the slender trunks of the pine 
trees, with the bark on, forms the rude porch. 
There is room for the little garden only in front, 
the sides and back of the house being crowded by 
the hills. 

So, dear young school-girl reader, the Dovecote 
is no stereotyped, neat white cottage with green 
blinds, the custom-sanctioned abode of youth, 
love, and romance ; no—its colors are those of the 
Virgin Mary’s costume in certain old Flemish 
pictures, namely: dun red beneath, dusky blue 
above, but more picturesque, more beautiful, and 
romantic it is, I assure you, than your sentiment- 
al fancy thing of white and green could be. The 
deep, rich hue of the red walls, the fine, dark 
blue roof, surrounded by the brilliantly variegat- 
ed colors of the gorgeous autumn foliage, the 
glowing scarlet of the oak, the dark green of the 
pines and cedars, the bright yellow hickory, the 
rich purple dogwood, crowning the close hiils, 
and the intense blue of the mountains in the back- 
ground, formed a fine, rich, deep-toned picture, 
that, when the sum mounted to the meridian, kin- 
died into burning refulgence. 

So much for the outside of the pioture—now 
come in. 

This small front door admits you into the 
reoom—the only room on the ground floor. Look 
around—this apartment is parlor, kitchen, and 
dining-room, for the little family, yet it is the pic- 
ture of neatness. The wails are colored stone 
gray; on the floor is a home-made carpet of red 
and green plaid, and at the only window is a red 
and green paper blind to match. Just opposite to 
the door you enter is the fireplace, where a clear, 
bright fire is burning; on each end of the mantel- 
piece is a bright brass candlestick, and a small 
clock occupies the centre. On the right band of 
the fireplace is a corner cupboard, with glasu doors, 
throrgh which you can see the nice, clean crock- 
ery ware. On- the left hand is a deal table, 
scoured white as a curd ; the chairsare of common 
white deal, to match the table. And in one corner 
of the room, to the left of the window, is a small 
stand with a drawer—that is Zoe’s work-stand, 
where she keeps all her needle-work ; but it is 
never removed from that corner, because on top 
of that stand is the cottage library, consisting of 
the family Bible, Shakspeare, Milton, and the 
Life of John Howard ; and above the work-stand, 
next to the window, hangs a portrait of John 


Howard—that was the image the old schoolmas- 
ter worshipped! ‘Little did he think he was an 
idolater. 

Above stairs there were two little bed 
one occupied by the old man and the other by 
Zoe, - 


_ * And now I want to tell you about this red and 


gréen plaid carpet on the floor. It is just laid 
down. It is the work of Zoe’s own hands—the 


product of Zoe’s own industry and economy. 


Nothing is lost in that small household, All the 
old man’s cast-off garments, and all Zoe’s worn- 
out clothes, have been saved for years past—have 


been washed, cut up into narrow strips, twisted 


half red— 
into cord, dyed—one half green and one- 
and is - woven into this fresh, new, bright 


carpet. Zoe has an especial little housewife’s 
pleasure in having drawn out from the cryealis of 


an old clothes barrel the butterfly of a ited plaid 

carpet. It isan event in her life that this new 

carpet is now finished and laid down, and that she 

has been able, from her scanty savings, to pur- 

chase the window blind to match it. The old 

man has not returned from school yet, and she is 

awaiting his arrival with great interest, to note 

his expression of surprise and pleasure when he 

finds the hitherto bare, cold boards covered with 

that bright, warm carpet, that gives such an air of 
comfort and coziness to the room. 

It was the last school day before Christmas— 
that is, it was Friday, and Christmas was to come 
on Tuesday—therefore, Zoe had laid down her 
new carpet, had made up a glowing fire, had re- 
rubbed the brass fire-dogs to a silvery brightness, 
and hadpainted the brick hearth with red ochre, 
found in the neighboring brook. She had set the 
coffee-hoiler over the blaze, made an Indian meal 
johnnycake on a long pine board, propped it up 
with a smoothing iron before the fire to bake, and 
laid two red herrings on the coals to broil. They 
could not afford a table-cloth, for those were not 
the days of cheap goods, but Zoe’s white deal 
table did not need one—it looked very nice, set 
out with its blue delf ware. Zoe was happy, busy, 
and watchfal. She sat down to quilt-piecing, 
while watching her johnnycake bake. 

It is time to describe this bonny small house- 
wife. She was a gentle, tender little creature, 
with a fair, delicate skin, with soft, dark eyes, and 
fine, silky black hair, inclined t> curl, but plainly 
twisted up. She wore upon this festive evening 
a dove-colored merino dress, with a black silk 
apron and little white collar—these were pres- 
ents from her friend “ Brighty,” who asseverated 
that a pretty child ought sometimes, at least, to 


be prettily dressed. 

If I were obliged to describe the cottage and 
the young cottager by one epithet, I should cali 
them clean. “So neat cnd clean,” was the form 
of praise everybody bestowed upon the little 
house and the little housekeeper, by all the kind- 
hearted neighbors. “You might take a fresh 
pocket-handkerchief, and wipe up the floor from 
one end to the other, without soiling the cam- 
bric,” would be the asseveration of all the admir- 
ing matrons of the neighborhood, when holding 
up the little housewife as an example to their 
daughters or to their domestics. Yes; the little 
apartment was glittering with cleanliness. And 
now, as the day is declining, the sunbeams smile 
into the room, and the smile is flashed back, here 
and there, and everywhere, by the bright brass 
candlesticks on the mantel-piece, by the fire-irons, 
by the mirror, by the clear glass tumblers, by the 
clean crockery ware in the corner cupboard, and 
by the glittering tea-service on the table. Lastly, 
the sun smiles archly, slantingly, on the glisten- 
ing little black head and nice gray dress of Zoe, 
and, withdrawing its rays, sinks below the hori- 


supper is ready, and it is now quite time her 
father was in. She has laid aside her work, and 
has gone to the window to look out. The sky has 
changed, the wind has shifted to the east, and 
blowa up dense white snow clouds—a snow storm 
is rapidly coming on—Zoe remains at the win- 
dow, anxiously looking down the footpath leading 
to the river, and hoping that before the snow be- 
gins to fall, her father may have reached home. 

“T wish he would come,” murmured Zoe to 
herself. “Oh! howI do wish he would come ;” 
and she strained her eyes down the darkening 
path. Then sheran up stairs, and bringing down 
his warm, soft, wool-lined slippers, she laid them 
before the fire, and taking out his wadded wrap- 

er froma closet under the stairs, she turned the 
sleeves, and hung it over the back of the chair 
to warm. Then she resumed her watch. Never 
did iady watch for her lover with more anxiety 
than did littie Zoe for her old father. The snow 
was beginning to fall fine—soon it thickened, so 
that she could not see an inch from the window. 
It was growing quite dark. She lighted a candle, 
and drew up the paper blind, so that he might see 
the light from the house, as a guide. “Ah! I 
know what keeps him,” said Zoe; “he is break- 
ing up school for two weeks only,and yet he must 
give an affectionate farewell lecture to the school 
in general, and a loving exhortation to each pupil 
in particular, as his or her wants may require— 
dear father! It is getting toe dark now ; he will 
lose his way, must go and meet him.” And, 
rising, she ran up stairs, got her cloak and hood, 
lighted a lantern, and set out, followed by the 
cream-colored setter, who had risen and stretched 
himself, as soon as he saw her come down with 
her hood on. She walked on through the whirling 
snow, the dog keeping closely at her side. She 
reached the beach where the boat was usually 
tied. It was too dark and snowy to see anything 
beyond the short glare of the lantern; but she 
knew, of course, that the little skiff was not there— 
that the old man had that morning, as usual, 
passed across the river in it, and that it was now 
moored on the other side, awaiting him, if, in- 
deed, he were not now returning in it. She 
walked down to the edge of the river, and threw 
the glare of the luntern across it. She could see 
nothing; the snow was freezing as it fell, and her 
cloak was getting stiff with ice. Her feet were 
like lifeless clods, and her hands so hard and 
numb, that she could scarcely hold the lantern. 
So she hung it on the branch of a tree, as a hear 
con light, and stood waiting. Now she could see 
the river, and the little boat crossing the Jine of 
light thrown by the lantern, and goon it reached 
the beach, aad soon a crackling footstep sounded 
on the frozen snow, and then the old man’s hand 
was laid in blessing on her head. 

“God love thee, my dove-eyed darling!” he 
said. 

“Oh! father—your hands are so cold! Lean 
on my arm, and let us make haste home, Supper 
is ready.” 

“Tean on thy arm, my poor little girl! Walk 
on before, with the lantern, child, and I will fol- 
low thee.” 

She obeyed him. The thick falling snow pre- 
vented further conversation, and they entered 
the little cottage before another word was ex- 
changed between them. Then Zoe dropped her 
own cloak, and helped her father off with his 
great coat, his boots, and so forth; and then she 
brought him his wrapper, and lastiy the old man 
sat down in his study chair, ran his feet into the 
warm slippers, and stuck them out to the fire— 
all without noticing Zoe’s new carpet. Zoe was 
shaking and carrying off the cloaks, &c. and 
hanging them up in the closet under the stairs. 
And then she came back, and placed supper on 
the table, and the old man turned around to take 
his seat at it. And now, when the candle was 
lifted off the mantel-piece, and set upon the table, 
and its rays fell down upon the bright red and 
green carpet, the old man exclaimed, with sur- 
prise, “ Why, Zoe!” 

“Yes, father! ain’t it pretty?” said she, with 
a smile. 

“ But—but, where did you get it, chiid 7” 

“TI made it, father!” she replied, with honest 
exultaties. . ‘ . 

“ You, Zoe!” exclaimed the old man, holding 
his coffee-cup half way between the table and 
his lips. 

“Yes, father; m, Zoe’—playfuily imitating 
his tone. 

“ But when? Where? How? What out of ?” 

“When? Where? How? What out of? 
One, two, three, four questions. First, when?— 
Through all my leisure time for the last month. 
Where?—Up in my chamber. How ?—With 
those powerful little magicians—needle, thread, 
and scissors. What out of ?—All the irreclaim- 
able old clothes that have collected in the house 
for taany years past,” replied Zoe, with dancing 
eyes, so happy in being able to prove that the fine 
carpet was a creation of her own. 

“Weli done, my little housewife.” 

“Oh, father, I do so love to make things.” 

“You do?” 

“Yes, indeed, father; but now, father, as you 
have catechised me, may I not catechise you 2 ” 

“ Presently, Zoe; but tell me first—for my ex- 
amination is not yet over, there are other ques- 
tions to be asked, other mysteries to be cleared 
up—where did you get that pretty dress? Did 
you make that, too? I never saw it before.” 

“‘ No, father; I was determined to christen my 
dress and my carpet on the same day—the day of 
your relief from school duties—the commencement 
of our holydays—to-day.” 

“ But you have not told me where you got it.” 

“Oh! from Brighty. Miss Britannia O’Riley 
gave it to me” 

« Miss Britannia O Riley gave it to you, my dear! 
and why did Miss O'Riley give it to you ?” asked 
the schoolmaster, seriously. 

“ Because she loves to see me nice. Wasit not 
right, father? ” 

«My d.-lizg, you used sometimes to speak the 
truth, however unpalateble it might be to Britan- 

did you not?” 

Yes, father, sometimes” = 

“ When she was sarcastic, satirical, irreverent, 
you were accustomed to keep a grave, serious 
face—and when she would question you cn your 
sobriety, you would reply with trath that you 
disapproved of her want of veneration—were you 
) not?’ 

“Yes, sir.” 

“ Yes, you performed that office of friendship 








zon. Zoe has watched and waited anxiously, her 


honestly ; but now how would it be? tt 
now, in such a case what would you do? Coul: 
you still gravely rebuke her levity ?” 

Zoe was silent and thoughifal. At last— 

“ Answer me, child!” the old man ssid. 

“ Father, zo; I should think of all her kindness 
to me ”——. 

“ Of her alms to you.” 

Zoe hung her head. 

The old man continued— 

“ And feel yourself a debtor and a slave in her. 
presence.” 

“ Oh, father !” 

“ Yes, child, you compromise your independence, 
and endanger your integrity, by accepting any fa- 
vors from those upon whom you can have no pos- 
sible claim, and whom you cannot hope to repay.” 
“ Oh, father, what can [ do? I cannot give it 
back to Brighty, pow that/it is made up and has 
re worn; that would insult her. What can I 
do?” 

“ Nothing that I know of, child ; but you must 
not lay yourself under any unnecessary obliga- 
tions in future. Zoe, my darling, you have noth- 
ing but your independence and integrity--keep 
them. And in regard to Miss O'Riley, do not, in 
the least, change your manner towards her. Do 
not induige or flatter one foible of hers, because 
she has made you a present.” 

“Oh, father! Brighty would not ask me to do 
it. Brighty is noble, generous, frank.” 

“But proud, satirical, and high-tempered. She 
is of a large and highly wrought temperament ; 
full of good, and full of evil. She needs you, Zoe, 
to take part with her good nature against her evil. 
Yes, she needs you, little Zoe; do not fail her.” 

“Father, needs me—Brighty, with so much 
genius, beauty, spirit?” 

“Yes, Brighty, with so much genius, beauty, 
and spirit, knows that she needs the little, humble 
Zoe to keep her in mind of duty. Again, say, do 
not fail her.” 

“Why, father, sometimes, when she has drawn 
it from me, I have repeated your lectures, second- 
hand ; I never set up, I never presumed to set 
myself up, for Brighty’s mentor.” 

“ And that is the reason, my dear, why she ac- 
cepts you, because you do not presume. Brighty 
cannot defy a meek and lowly mentor. Do you 
think that if, instead of being born in the manger, 
Jesus had been born in the purple—if, instead of 
taking the form of a servant, he had assumed the 
insignia of royalty, that his lessons of reverence, 
of humility, of self-denial, would have been even 
so well received as they were? No, the pride of 
human nature would have rejected him.” 

“And yet, father, human nature is given to 
worship all the ‘ pride, pomp, and circumstance’ 
of place, of rank, of royalty.” 

“Yes, my dear, but not to hear from them, or 
to profit by lessons of humility and self-denial. 
Those who would teach humility with effect, must 
first have made themselves of ‘no account ;’ he 
who would teach self-abnegation, must first have 
‘ offered himself a sacrifice for many ;’ in a word, 
my dear, precept can only be effectually inculcated 
when thesincerity of the preceptor is demonstrated 
by his example. My love, whole libraries of ser- 
mons, of philosophy, or of ethics, would not do me 
a tithe of the good effected by the reading of one 
chapter in the life of Christ. But to return to 
Brighty ; you are the only one about here who can 
be of real service to her, and you must not indulge 
her faults. She herself will not respect you any 
the more for it.” 

“ Dear father, I am not a man, and therefore | 
am not over-anxious for the cold ‘ respect’ of those 
I love; but you say true about Brighty ; for the 
other day, after she had given me this dress, she 
indulged her temper in bitter and pungent sar- 
casms levelled at Mrs. Armstrong, appealing to me 
frequently, and I——” 

“ Yes—well, what did you do?” 

Zoe was silent. 

“ Simpered, instead of looking grave, I am afraid, 
my dear.” 

“Something like that, I am afraid, father.” 

“ And she?” 

“ After her temper fit was over, and she had re- 
pented, she said to me, ‘ Zoe, why did you let me 
goonso? Why did you not look at me or touch 
me?’—that is what she said, and she looked so 
sorry.” 

“Ah, you had not come up to her help, you had 
not taken sides with her good nature against her 
bad. What withheld you?” 

“T did not like to seem to blame her, just after 
she had ”—— 

“ Laid you under an obligation !—was that it?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

“T knew it, only I wanted to hear you say it. 
That was not gratitude, it was a mean feeling.” 

“Gh, father, Jam not mean” 

“Tt was a mean feeling, a spurious gratitude. 

Every virtue and every emotion, my love, has its 
base counterfeit, which deceives not only its object 
by hypocrisy, but oftentimes its swyject by self-de- 
ception. It made you betray your trust for a pal- 
try dress.” 
“Father, I did not mean to betray my trust, 
and this is not a paltry dress; it is a nice, pretty 
dress ; it is such a sweet, dove-colored dress ; | love 
it. Brighty said that it just suited me, and that 
there was not another gir] in the valley who ought 
to have it. But, father, I know what I will do; 
Mrs. Armstrong is going to give a great dinner 
and ball, and there are a great many handsome 
dresses to be made up, and Miss O’Riley engaged 
me to make three—one for Mrs. Armstrong, one 
for Miss Armstrong, and one for herself. Now, 
when they are completed I will receive payment 
only for the first two, and when Brighty offers to 
pay me for hers, I will steadfastly refuse to take 
it”? 

“Do so, my child, that will be right; but why 
did you not think of it before?” 

“ Because, dear father, I did want so much to 
buy two blankets—one for you and one for me— 
and it would take the price of three dresses to buy 
them.” 

“Then, darling, you will have to sacrifice that 
pleasure, to allow for that folly,” said the old man, 
benignly. 

After a siience of some minutes, Zoe said— 

“Now, father, I am going to put vow on the de- 
fensive ; father, what made you stay out so late? 
You, at your time of life, keeping me so uneasy— 
making my heart ache —to say nothing of the 
johnnycake being burnt, the fish scorched, and 
the coffee boiled muddy.” 

“My dexr, perhaps you had better not have 
asked me—perhaps it would be better for your 
cheerfulness not to know—but I never keep secrets 
from my girl; she shall be brave, and learn to en- 
dure ; then, Zoe, two-thirds of my twelve pupils 
left school at the end of this term, being this even- 
ing. If I commence school again at the first of 
January, it will be with only four young pupils— 
two dollars per quarter pupils. Do you think, 
daughter, we can live on eight dollars a quarter— 
that is, two dollars and sixty-six cents a month ?” 

“Oh, father!” said Zoe, looking tearfully in 
his fase. 

“Poor little thing, it is sad for you, my dar- 
ling !” 

“Oh, father, not for me—you did not think I 
was thinking of nyself? Oh,no! Iam young,I 
am healthy and strong, and can endure. I am 
young, and life may change, but you—you !” 

“T am old, and have not much longer to suffer 
or to enjoy, darling ; therefore it js of little mo- 
ment to me.” 

“ But oh, father, after your faithful life—your 
life of toi!, of self-denial—to find yourself at 
seventy without a dollar beforehand! The laborer 
is worthy of his hire, indeed, but the laborer has 
not received it,” complained Zoe, in a tone of 
deepest sadnasg. 

as Phe day of settiemeyt has not come yet, my 
love’ 

“Oh, but father, to think that you should be 
left so.” 

“Zoe, I have lived seventy years in this world, 
and never suffered long either for food or for rai- 
ment; God, who has brought me to this time of 
my life, will not desert me now. ‘Take no thought 
for the morrow,’ ‘sufficient for the day {s the evil 
thereof, said the divine Master, and that mandate 
does not strike so much in the light of a command 
as in that of loving advice—a sympathizing reas- 
surance from warm and loving lips. Come, we 
will accept it in all faith. Come, Zoe, clear away 
the things from the table. Give me the Bible, and 
take your needlework. We have a good fire— 
provision enough in the house to last until after 
New Year. Come, darling, we will be faithful— 
we will be cheerful. ‘The cattle upon a thousand 
hills’ are the Lord’s, and ‘He knoweth that we 
have need of all these things’” 

‘ But, father,” said Zoe, as she drew the table 
up before the fire to the old man’s side, and set the 
candle, the snuffers, the big Bible, and her little 
work basket upon it, “father,I do not see aray of 
light.” 

“ Nor I, my dear.” 

* What are we to do?” 

Walk by faith, not by sight. People can walk 
by sight, and have no need of faith when they can 
see light. It isin dark days alone that we can ex- 
ercise faith. There, now, take up your sewing, 
darling.” 

And Zoe took out her patch-work, and the old 
man began to read from the Bible the parable of 
the three sparrows sold for a farthing, neither of 
which should fall to the ground with the Father, 
and the same lesson in the Sermon on the Mount. 
and that Plsam of David commencing, “ The Lord 
is my shepherd, I shall not want” Thus the old 
man tried to fortify his soul against the evil days 
to come. He was strengthened. He closed the 
Bible, and his face was very serene—was holy— 
was even irradiated. He fell into a profound 
reverie. Zoe had also fallen intoa reverie, a most 
painfal reverie. Zoe had not lived long enough, 
suffered deeply enough, observed carefully enough, 
to have teken note of God’s sure providences, and 
so she had not the cheerful faith of her adopted 





“If this had happened in summer, it would not 
have been so dreadful ; but in this hard, hard win- 
ter, oh, it is terrible! what will he do? He would 
not, upon any account, receive assistance ; no, not 
a dollar, not a peck of meal.” 

So Zoe cogitated. At last, seeing her father 
so silent, she thought him sad, and inquired— 

“Don’t you find it very lonesome, father, with 
nobody but me here?” 

“Lonesome, darling ?” 

“ Yes, sir, I should think you would be.” 

“ Why do you think so, Zoe? Is it because you 
feel it lonesome here, with no one but me? I should 
not wonder at you, nor blame yon, darling, if it 
were 80.” 

“ Me lonesome, dear father; no, never! When 
you fall into a brown study, and don’t want to talk, 
haven’t I got my quilt to piece? You don’t know 
how interesting it is, matching and contrasting 
these colors. See, for instance, what a pretty 
hexagon this is; the centre piece crimson, then 
white,” said she, laying the pieces on the table. 

“[ sometimes pity gentlemen, because they are 
not privileged to take the interesting, amusing, 
and sedative employment of needlework.” 

Soon after this, the old man offered up the even- 
ing prayer, and blessing his child, they separated 
for the night. 

[ro BE CONTINUED. | 
For the National Era. 
THE CHILD'S PLAYHOUSE. 
BY ANN PRESTON. 
Who has not been a child, and made 
A playhouse ’neath the trees? 
And who so old but groweth young 
When passing one of these ? 
I saw one in a cool, green nook, 
Anear a cottage wall, 
Built cunningly, with many rooms, 
And stored with playthings small. 
Prompt little hands had laid stone walls, 
And swept the mossy floors, 
And sticks, across the openings laid, 
Were gravely called ‘ the doors.” 
On showy shelves, which oft would fall, 
Were treasures rare, I ween— 
The broken “chinas”’ glistened there, 
In blue, and red, and green. 
The golden light of childhood’s morn, 
While gazing, round me stole, 
And fragrance, from its far, sweet shores, 
Passed, breeze-like, o’er my soul. 
Once more I trod the green, mossed bank, 
Where, ‘neath a school-house tree, 
From tiny acorn cups we drank, 
And called it “taking tea.” 
We held our “meeting” o’er again, 
And I was preacher there, 
And with mock gravity we wore 
Ogr serious, Quaker air. 
But thou who put on matron airs, 
And played the mother then, 
The fairest one of all our school, 
Now walketh not with men. 


Thos, too, whose dark eyes proudly beamed, 
The stateliest of that band, 

Mid summer toils has gone away 
Unto “ the silent land.” 

Those mosses still their little cheeks 
*’Gainst sister mosses lay, 

While, of the three who Ieaned on them, 
But I, the weakest, stay. 

Oh! earth would be one funeral pyre, 
And life a dream of pain, 

If Beauty did not live for aye, 
And God and Love remain. 


BERLIN LETTER. 


HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE PRUSSIAN REVO. 
LUTION, 


SECOND PART. 


Cnapter I, 


Position of the Monarchy in Prussia after the 18th 
and 19th of March. 

The withdrawal of the troops from Berlin ele- 
vated a popular tumult to the height of a victo- 
rious Revolution. The people were in full pos- 
session of all the rights of victors, but did not 
abuse them. Frederick William IV testified em- 
phatically to this in the first gush of his gratitude 
for his pe from a Revolution which he had 
brought on himself. “The people of Berlin,” 
said he om the 31st of March, to a deputation of 
the inhabitants, “ has conducted itself more nobly 
and magnanimously towards me than would have 
been the case in any other city of the world.” 

This was true. The cause, the beginning, and 
the end of the conflict showed that royalty had 
its roots deep in the manners, habits of thought, 
and prejudices of the people. The retreat of the 
soldiers and the dismissal of the hated Ministry 
changed public opinion as to the part the King 
had taken in odious measures. It seemed that 
the Revolution had freed not only the people but 
the King himself. The masses that crowded the 
streets on the 19th and 20th respected above all 
the name of the King. 

In the entire absence of the military and police, 
the greatest security for person and property ex- 
isted. The shops, even those of jewellers and 
goldsmiths, were opened. No thefts were com- 
mitted. The former Ministers were not menaced, 
but were permitted to leave the city, as Guizot 
and his colleagues were to leave Paris, or to re- 
main quietly at home. The people showed itself 
in its true character—noble, generous, and ripe for 
the enjoyment of freedom. 

The behaviour of the bureaucracy and civil of- 
ficers was altogether different. While the King 
had reigned peaceably, they had been his zealous 
coadjutors in all measures of severity against the 
people, had been the stanch and noisy advocates 
of absolutism, and the systematic slanderers of the 
bulk of their fellow-citizens, As soon, however, 
as their royal master appeared to have met a re- 
verse, they were ready to abandon him to seek 
more profitable service. This was also the case 
with many of the King’s former courtiers. It is 
remarkable that these new converts to democracy 
were for the moment more violent than those who 
had taken part in the struggle. Throughout the 
whole of Prussia, the machinery of Government 
came to a dead stand-still. The administration 
was paralyzed in all its members. 

The partial suecess of the conspiracy of Mallet 
against Napoleon destroyed that Emperor’s confi- 
dence in his subordinates. What wonder, then, 
that the isolation in which Frederick William 
IV was left by the desertion of all in whom he 
had trusted, affected powerfully his weaker mind 
and wetettled his old political convictions? We 
are constrained to believe in the sincerity of the 
King in his promises at that time, and his subse- 
quent relapse into his former views ; the contrary 
supposition would make him not only the most 
false of monarchs, but the most unscrupulous of 
men. 

The promise given on the 19th of March, that 
the people should be armed and the preservation 
of order in the capital confided to them, occasion- 
ed unbounded joy. 

The King said in his proclamation: “I am 
convinced that the tranquillity of the city can be 
guarded by none better than the citizens them- 
selves.” This joy was increased by the “ Appeal 
to my people and the German nation,” published 
on the 2ist of March, and in which the King de- 
clared that he adopted “ the old national colors of 
Germany,” placed himself and his people under 
“the honorable banner of a German Empire,” 
and promised that “ Prussia should be merged in 
Germany.” In the same paper he said that he 
“ placed himself at the head of the German move- 
ment,” and that he “ was resolved to take the lead 
in the day of danger.” 

Such was the position of the monarchy in the 
capital after the Revolution. It was still more 
favorable in the Provinces, From the highest 
stratum -of society, to the poorest day-laborer, no- 
body thought for a moment of overthrowing the 
dynasty. All were in favor of a constitutional 
monarchy. ‘Those who entertained republican 
Opinions were obliged to conceal them carefully. 
Certain -y, it would have been possible, in the 
chaos of the first events, for an audacious knot of 
conspirators to dethrone the King ; but they could 
not have been successful in such an attempt for 
more than four-and-twenty hours. Men of all 
parties admit this. A writer of the royal party 





says: “The dethronement of the King would 


have caused a storm in the Provinces. The army 
and the’ landwehr, the bourgeoisie and the peas- 
ants, would have marched immediately against 
Berlin. Every town and circle would have de- 
clared for the King.” 

It was not the dynasty or the monarchy that 
stood in need of protection and defence after the 
Revolution, but the new-born freedom. Weshall 
see that the very men, who werecharged with the 
duty of watching over and guarding the fruits of 
the March Revolution, supposed their only duty 
to be, as one of them, Mr. Camphausen, expressed 
it, “to place themselves as a shield before the 
monarchy ”— which nobody threatened, Mr. 
Camphausen sprang at one bound from his coun- 
ter to the chair of the Presidency of the Cabinet. 
Professing to be the friend of the people, he ruin- 
ed its cause. 

The people had won the battle of the Revolu- 
tion, but knew not how to profit by the success. 
A victory not profited by is often worse than a 
defeat. The great error of the Revolution was, 
that it left its natural enemiesin power. This 
error is often made by a people in the infancy of 
its political life, and its recurrence is prevented 
only by the sad warnings of experience. The 
next Prussian Revolution will, doubtless, show 
that the people have profited by the lessons of the 
past. 


Cuarter II. 
The Procession. 

The Prince of Prussia had fled from Berlin on 
the 19th. Ilis palace was supposed by the Gov- 
ernment to be in danger, on account of the hatred 
borne to him by the people, and was protected, 
not by arms, but by theinscription above the door 
of the words, ‘national property.” On the 20th 
and 21st, false reports that the Princ was lead- 
ing the army against the city threw the people 
into commotion. Large barricades were erected 
at the different gates, and the citizens stood ready 
to defend them. The papers of the 22d contain- 
ed the official declaration that no attack should be 
made on Berlin. : 

The promise of the King to order out of the city 
all the military was not fully carried into execu- 
tion until after the burial of the dead, on the 
2ist. There was not a word of truth in the sol 
emn declaration of the Ministers on the morning 
of the 20th, that “the last soldier had left the 
palace,” and that “the King had confided himself 
entirely to the protection of the armed citizens.” 
The second battalion of the second regiment of 
guards lay concealed in the upper rooms of the 
palace until the night of the 2ist. The King 
even wished to bring back some of the troops which 
had already evacuated the place. He gave the 
following order to one Urban, a veterinary doctor 
who had become an intimate at the palace : 


“ At the wish of the veterinary surgeon, Urban, 
I consent that he may bring back to Berlin the 
troops in Pottsdam and its vicinity, especially the 
Emperor Alexander Grenadier Regiment. 

“Written by myself, March 21st, 1848, 

“ Freperick WILLIAM.” 

This Urban affords an instance of the facility 
with which revolutionary combatants may be won 
from the cause of the peonle, when it is no longer 
true to itself. He had fought on the barricades, 
and had been fortunate enough to capture Gene- 
ral Mdllendorf, but was among the first to ally 
himself with the Court. The representations 
and remonstrances of the King’s friends, who 
saw the danger of reintroducing the trvops at 
that time, alone prevented the disgrace to the sol- 
diers of being led back by a horse-doctor. 

The new Ministry under the Presidency of 
Count Arnim-Boz'zenburg did not please the 
people. The President himself had never been 
a decided liberal, and Count Stollberg, Minister 
of the Royal Horse, General Von Rohr, Minister 
of War, and Messrs. Savigny and Uhden, the 
two Ministers of Justice, had belonged to the 
old Cabinet. The only two Ministers who, as 
members of the former opposition party in the 
General Diet, could pretend to represent, even 
imperfectly, the new epoch, were Count Schwerin, 
the Minister of Public Instruction and Worship, 
and Mr. Von Auerswald, Minister of the Inte- 
rior. The general repugnance to this Cabinet 
induced the King to improve it a little by substi- 
tuting Mr. Bornemann to the two former Minie- 
ters of Justice. But the refusal of Mr. Camp- 
hauser to enter such a Ministry, effectually de- 
stroyed it in the public estimation. i 

The popular instinct was right. It was the 
Reaction that in the new Ministry seized on the 
rudder of the Revolution. Its whole policy con- 
sisted in gaining time. This was to be done by 
throwing dust in the eyes of the people—by di 
viding its attention from what was present and 
urgent,to what was distant end far from pressing, 
by reducing it from the paths of reality into the 
flowery fields of dreams and possibilities. The 
Reaction seized on the great idea of Germanic 
unity asan available one. It was dear to the peo- 
ple; the German flag had floated over the barri- 
cades. The Reaction seized this flag, and thrust 
it into the hand of the weak and vain King, and 
persuaded him that he must use it if he wished 
to regain in Germany what he had lost in Prus- 
sia. The author of the ultra-conservative his- 
tory of the days of March, entitled Signatura 
T-mporis, thus exposes the designs of his party : 
“In this situation, the idea of general German 
interests was the only ground of an effective activ- 
ity by which the intentions of the Revolutionists 
coald be destroyed, and in every particular 
brought to naught, by diffusion over too vast a 
space. The people were thus conducted from the 
firm, well-known earth into a region of clouds, 
where they could agitate as long as they pleased, 
without doing any harm, and until the general 
pulse should beat less feverishly.” According to 
the same author, “it was necessary at the same 
time to do eomething by which the evil effects of 
these acts of the 18th and 19th of March might 
be counteracted.” For this reason it was deter- 
mined that the King should head a procession, 
which should march, on the day after the Revolu- 
tion, through the streets of the capital. 

The possible danger to the King’s person in 
the still excited state of the public mind, had no 
weight with the men who from behind the scenes 
directed this perfidious theatrical show. They 
thought only of the effect it would produce on 
Germany, to seea King, who had just ingloriously 
yielded to his subjects, attempt to step at once to 
the head of his whole nation. The cry of indig- 
nation in all the rest of Germany would, they sup- 
posed, produce a reaction in Prussia favorable to 
the monarchy. The much-laughed-at procession 
was then an important movement in the polisy of 
the Reaction, which had calculated with reason all 
the effects. 

In the forenoon of the 20th, a crowd of men 
gathered on the palace square, and called for 
the King to make his appearance on the balcony. 
He did so, and informed them that he was about 
to come among them on horseback. He re- 
quested also that some one should bring hima 
tri-colored flag, (the German national colors,) 
which he might bearas his banner. A lawyer, 
named Stieber, ran and climbed up on a ladder to 
one of the black, red, and gold flags, hundreds of 
which. ficated from the windows of the neighbor- 
ing houseg, tore it down, and brought it to the 
King, who had by this time ridden out on the 
square, surrounded by his Ministers and some of 
the princes of his house. The King took the 
flag, wound it about his arm as a badge, and re- 
quested the people to accompany him. Two citi- 
zens rode on each side of him, and a third in 
front, to clear the way. As the procession start- 
ed, an immense black red-and-gold banner was 
hoisted on the dome of the palace. Crowds of 
people followed the King through the principal 
streets, thronging around him to kiss his hands, 
and app!auding with joyous shouts all his speeches. 

The King spoke at five different places. Each 
time he did not forget to place among his general 
expressions of warm devotion to the national in- 
terests some remark like this: “I will place my- 
self at the head of the new movement, but I will 
not usurp or rob any prince of his crown.” This 
was not noticed at the time, being supposed to 
be nothing more than a prudent civility to she 
other Powers of Germany; but the result has 
shown that it was intended to serve, as it has done, 
to pave the way by which the King could after- 
wards sacrifice the cause he was professing *o 
love. His speeches were not wanting in warm.h. 
In one of them, he called on all Germans to rally 
around him, and added—“ TI swear it, I wish noth- 
ing but a constitutional and united Germany,” 
At the University he complimented the students, 
assuring them that he “ felt proud that Germany 
had such sons.” Atthe Kéeln Council House, 
which a few hours before had been the scene of a 
bloody battle, he said that he “knew well he was 
only strong through the hearts and loyalty of 
his people. And, is it not s0? Will you not 
give me these hearts and this loyalty? I swear it 
to you, I wish nothing but your good and that of 
Germany.” 

General applause greeted these and similar 
words. There was only one warning voice. Once, 
when the King had closed one of these speeches, 
so full of flatteries, protestations, and promises, a 
voice in the crowd called out—“ Don’t believe 
him, brothers! - He lies, as he has always done!” 
The people precipitated themselves on the speaker, 
a man of the lower Classes, and of pale, sickly 








countenance, He was only saved from their fury 


by being arrested and thrown into the neighbor- 
ing wateh-house, after receiving a severe bruising. 

There was but one cry of indignation in all Ger- 
many against this attempt of a King, who, hated 
in eome places, despised in others, and unpopular 
in all, sought to take the lead of a free movement 
whose greatest enemy he had been up to that 
time. This indignation was excessive in southern 
Germany. But the people of Berlin and Prussia 
had applauded this step of the King, and the ex- 
ecrations of the rest of the country touched not 
only the King, but his subjects. The Prussians 


had attained its end. The Revolution was di- 
verted from jts object. 


views already described, it had an immediate re- 
sult, which was alsoimportant. It served to pre. 
vent an outbreak on the following day, at the 
much-dreaded ceremony of the burial of those 
killed in the combat. The historian whom we 
have already quoted says on this point—“ With- 
out this intermediate act of the drama, the fune- 
ral of the fallen reels would have assumed a 
much more fanatical and wilder character, and 
probably have been the starting point of the most 
melancholy events.” 


[v0 BE CONTINUED | 








NEWSPAPER AGENCIES, 
V B. PALMER, the American Newspaper Agent, is agent 
Y e for the National Era, and authorized to take Adver- 
tisements and subscriptions at the same rates as required by 
us. His offices are at Boston, 8 Congresa atreet; New York 
Tribune Building; Philadelphia, northwest corner of Third 
and Chestnut streets ; Baltimore, southwest corner of North 
and Fayette streets, 
oe S. M. PETTENGILL, Newspaper Advertising, Sub- 
scription, and Collecting Agent, No. 10 State street, Boston, 
(Journal Building,) is also agent for the National Era. 


THE WATER-CURE JOURNAL. 
HE Water-Cure Journal and Herald of Reforms is 

. published monthly, at one dollar a year, in advance, con- 
tain'ng thirty-two large octavo pages, illustrated with en- 
gravings, exhibiting the structure and anatomy of the entire 
human body, with familiar explanations, easily to be under- 
stood by all classes. 

The Water-Cure Journal, emphatically a Journal of 
Heulth, @mbracing the true principles of Life and 1 ongevi- 
ty, has now been before the public several years: and they 
have expressed their approval of it by giving it a monthly 
circulation of upwards of Fiiteen ‘Thousand copies. ‘Shis 
Journal is edited by the leading Hydropathie practitioners, 
aided by numerous able contributors in various parts of our 
own and other countries. 

FOWLERS & WELLS, Publishers, 

Nov. 15—3m_ Clinton Hall, 129 and 131 Nassau st., N. Y. 

THE PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL, 
ce 1S Journal is a monthly publicetion, containing thirty- 
six or more octavo pages, at Ove Dollar a year, in ad- 
vance, 

To re'orm and perfect ourselves and our race, is the most 
exalted of all works. To do this, we must understand the 
human constitution. ‘This, Phrenology, Physiology, and 
Vital Magnetism, embrace, and hence fully expound all the 
laws of our being, conditions of happiness, and causes of 
misery—constituting the philosopher’s stone of Universal 
Truth. 


PHRENOLOGY. 

Each number will contain either the analysis and location 
of some phrenological faculty, illustrated by an engraving, 
or an article on their combinations; and also the organiza 
tion and character of some distingnished peisonage, accom 
panied by a likeness, together with frequent articles on 
Physiognomy and the Temperaments 

The Phrenological Journal is published by 

FOWLERS & WELLS, 
Clinton Hall, 129 and 131 Nassan st., N. York, 
To whom all communications should be addressed. 
Nov. 15—3m 


THE PARKEVILLE HYDROPATHIC INSII- 
TUTE, 
1. from all parts of the United States—situ- 
ated two miles south of Woodbury, in the county town 
of Gloucester County, New Jersey, and five miles from Red 
Bank—having been opened under favorable auspices, is now 
in successful operation, for the cure of Gout, Rhenmatism, 
Br. nchitis, Consumption, Dyspepsia,Constipation, Diarrhoea, 
Paralysis, Neuralgia, Nervons, Febrile, and Cutaneous dia- 
ease2, under the superintendence of Dr. Dexter. formerly of 
Morristown, N.J., and receutiy of the Round Hill Retreat, 
Massachusetts. 











Establishment. is eapable of accommodating fifty patients, 
aud abundantly supplied with water of the pures! qua’ity. 

The treatment of disease by water is no longer matter of 
experiment; but afew years have elapsed since the first 
Water Cure Institution was opened in the U. S., and the re- 
sult of its administration, in both acute and chronic diseases, 
has convinced the most incredulous of i's efficacy. 

The Managers deem it unnecessary to refer to the nun- 
merous and astonishi: g cures which have been effected at 
this institution, (notwithstanding they have permission from 
many patients to do so.) Should any applicant desire in- 
formation of this kind, they will be referred to the patients 
themselves, who will certify to the benefit which they re- 
ceived while at the Parkeville Institute. 

The winter is the best season for Hydropathic treatment. 
“ Diseases ga!lop on towards a cure in the cold season, while 
the instinctive tendencies of the system are more manifest,” 
re-action being then more easily produced. 

In the experience and skill of the Superintendent, who 
was one of the earliest practitioners of Hydropathy in this 
country, the utmost confidence may be placed. 

The location of the Institution has been selected for the 
peculiar salubrity of its atmosphere, the inexhaustible sup- 
ply of water, its proximity to the city, and the advantages 
which it offers for fully carrying out the principles and prac- 
tices of the Waier Cure, 

THE BATHING DEPARTMENT 


Has been constructed after the European plan; every reor: 


felt their honor aggrieved, and resented it. This 
feeling was encouraged by the nobility, the mili- | 
tary, and the civil functionaries. The Reaction | 


Though the procession was devised with the | 


This Institution was built express'y ‘or a Water Cure : 


| ODD FELLOWS’ HALL, 

| SEVENTH STREET, WASHINGTON 

| Is handsomely fitted up with raised seats and eler,, 

| platform, and brilliantly illuminated ore mg 
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the exhibition of 


AYNE’S ce! het adiarpie 
| Brxtities “° erated series of gigantic PANORAMAS, 


A VOYAGE TO EUROPE 
: J] 
the Atlantic; Enea views of Boston, its Harbor, Halifax 
. 3; 4a Verpool, London from th ing 
| ne Tee eee _-. ending with 4 m-mec rege | 
MES TUNNEL. bri eng 
| both banks of the beantifnl — —— sis: fhe 
RIVER RHINE, 
being the largest Panoram ibi 
4 a ever exhibited. 
Walter M. Bayne, from original aketches taken by himself 
and Which occupied three years in preparation. It ha 1 — 
witnessed in Boston, Philadelphia, and Baltimo “D — 
wards of 900,000 persons. tiesiieed 
An exhibition every W sa 
én y Wednesday and Saturday afternoo: 
Admission 25 cents: children under twelve years, 15 


Doors open at 6 ‘elosk : , i »cente, 
Des. 2 4t 3-4 o'clock; to commence moving at7 19. 


Peinted by 
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___ VALUABLE PUBLICATIONS, 
ACTS FOR THE PEOPLE, second edition: A comyj 
dis uefion a Sa oe of Hon. William Jay Hon J 7 
Fiddings, Hon. 3. Palfrey, and others, on the relations of 
the United States Government to Slavery os8 enna 4 
history of the Mexican war, its origin and objects B + A 
ring Moody. Price 20 cents. a 


Nathaniel P. Rogers.—The » 
tion from the writings of Nathaniel f 
neat cloth binding, 31. ; 


Narrative of the Life of Willi § 

UN weve OE fe am W. Brown. a Fy 
gitive Slave; written by himself. Complete Glition-t + 
thousand, Price 25 cents. _ 

Auto-Biography of H. C. Wright: Hi i 
0 raph «C, cht: Human Life, jj 
trated in my individual experience as a ( hild, a Yas iites. 
a Man. By Henry C. Wright. “There is proverly no 
tory; only biography.”—-R. W. Emerson. Price$}. 
The above works are just published and for sale by 
Sept.27.—6m___ BELA MARSH, 95 Cornhill. Boston 


NOTICE, 
O George Williams, John S. Williams, John W I 
te and ope A. Van Valkenburgh: , , 
on and each of you are hereby summoned t > @ 
complaint of Christopher C. Totem rec: ua ~~ oo 
ty of George and Walter Williams in the hans of ‘ok : Ss 
Williams and Jchn W. Pound, «nd the complaint of Lyman 
A. Spalding, which is filed in the Cl-rk’s office of Nisesrn 
county, and to serve a copy of your answer on me, at the 
Village of Lockport, in the couaty of Niagara, within twenty 
days after the service of this aummons, exclusive of the day 
of Service; or, iu default thereof, the plaintiff W1l! any’ 4 
the Supreme Court, at a term thereof to be held at the 
court house in the village of Lockport on the fourth Monds 
of February, A. D. 1850, for the relief demanded in the cone 
plaint. F. J. FITHIAN, of ! ockport, N.Y 
Dec. 20—6t Plaintiff's Attorney. 
Dated December 8, 1849. ; 


edition of a collec. 
Rogers. Price, in 
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THE FRIEND OF YOUTH, 
HIS new and attractive journal far Youth, edi vy 
yy Mrs. Bailey, and published at Washington, Ag mph 
at the Boston Agency for the National Era, 25 Corvt ill 
Prie*, by mail, 50 cents a year; detivered in Koston, free of 
pos-age, 75 cents. GEORGE W. LIGHT, 
Nov. 25, 25 Cornhiil, Boston. 


No. 25 Cornhill. 


i iy National Era comes from Washington to this office 
by ' xpress, and is delivered by carriers in eny part of 
the city proper, at $250 a year, free of postage ; singie 
copies, six and a quarter centa 4 * eee 
Now is the time to secure this national advocate of the Lib- 
erty Mover-ent, during the first session of Cor gress under 
the new Administration, when questions of the most tbrill- 
ing importance must be decided. +4 
Subscriptions and renewals respectfully rolicited by 
Nov. 25. GEO. W. LIGHT, 25 Cernhi’). 
A NEW PUBLICATION, 
OETICAL Sketches of the Messiah. By Rev. Samuel 
F. Porter, of New Jersey. Published and for eale by 
M. W. DODD, New York. 32mo. Price 31 cents 
“These Sketches are worthy of more than ‘ faint praice;’ 
they are the offspring of a gennine poetic fancy, sanctified 
by Christian feeling. * * *.°—Journal of Commerce 
“A beautiful little volume, embracing severa) Sketchos 
referring to the advent and work of the Messiah. * * *» 
Presbyterian. 
“«* * * Much of the volume is in rhyme, with glowing 
thoughts, and will be read with pleasure by all "— (7s. 
tian Intelligencer. Dec. 13—3t 











TO INVENTORS. 
HE subscribers offer their services to persons wishing to 
obtain patents in the United States or in foreign coun- 

tries. an i will prepare specifigations and drawings, and take 
all necessary steps to secure a patent. : 

From their long experience as practical mechanics, adde.) 
to a thorough knowledge of the Patent Laws, and aequaint- 
ance with the details connected with the business of the 
Patent Office, they trust they will be able to give satisfection 
to their employers, both in the clearness and precision of 
their specifications, and in the promptness and abiiity 
with which they transact all business intrusted to them. © 

Persons residing at a distance may procure al) necessary 
information, have their business transacted, and obtain 4 
patent, by writing to the subscribers, without incurring the 
expense of a personal attendance at Washington. 

Models can be sent with perfectsafety by tie Expresses 

ough sketches and descriptions can be sent by mail 

For evidence of theircompetence and integrity, they would 
respectfully refer to all those for whom they have trans 
acted business. 

Letters must be post paid. 

Office on F street, opposite the Patent Office. 

H. WATSON, 
June 7. E. S. RENWICK 


EXCHANGE BANK OF R. W, LATHAM & (0. 
Washington, D. C, 


EALS in checks, drafts, acceptances, promissory notes 








being provided with a plunge, foot, and sitz bath. The 
douch has a fall of about thirty feet, while the main plunge 
is supplied from an exclusive spring of cold water. 

The servants and bath attendants have been selected with 
the greatest care, and all accustomed to the economy of an 
Hydropathic establishment. 

Parxeville is about nine miles from Philadelphia, sur 
rounded by a flourishing neighbourhood of industrious and 
enterprising armers. Communication may be had with the 
City, either by water or otherwise, several times daily. 
There are churches and schools in its immediate vicinity. 

The Managers, while they offer the advantages of their In- 
stitution to the diseased, wou!d also tender them the eom- 
forts and conveniences of a home, 

Terms—for the first four weeks, Ten Dollars per week, 
after that, Eight Dol'ars per week, which includes board, 
treatment, and a!l other charges, except washing. Those re- 
quiring extra accommodativn, will be charged accordingly. 

The water tre.tment is not a panacea that will cure al/ 
diseases ; it is therefore necessary that each applicant should 
have the benefit of a careful examination: In every in- 
stance the doctor will candidly state his opinion, and then 
applicants wil: be at liberty to become patients cr not, as 
they think proper. This examination can be made in Phila- 
de!phia, or at the Institute, for which a fee of five dollars 
is to be paid at the time of making the examination. 

Persons at a distauc- can obtain an opinion as to the pro- 
bable effect of the water treatment, by enelusing ten doliars, | 
accompanied by a written statement of their case. | 

Application to be made to SamveL Wepsp, Secretary, 58 
South Fourth St., Philadelphia, or to Dr Dexter,on the 
premises. 

Patients will be expected to bring with them two linen 
sheets, two large woollen blaukets, four comfortables, and 
half a dozen crash towels, or these can be purchased at the 
Institute. 

At the Livery Stable, they can procure carriages or sad 
dle horses, (for Ladies or Gertlemen,) and such as wish to 
keep their own horses at Parkeville can have them well 
taken care of, at Bvery stable prices 

A stage runs daily from the tstitute to Red Bank. 

Oct. 25—tf 


REVULULION IN PERLODICAL LITERATURE, 


Holden's Illustrated Dollar Magazine. 


INCE the death of the projector of this popular Maga- 

zine, the property has passed jnto the hands of the sub- 
scriber, who will continue to publish it at the Publication 
Office, 














No. 109 Nsssau Street, New York, 
THE NEW VOLUME, 


To be commenced on the Ist of January, 1850, will comprise 
many important improvements, which, it is believed, will 
render the Magazine one of the best periodicals published 
in the country, as it certainly is the cheapest. Among these 
improvements will be new and beautiful type, fine calender- 
ed paper, a higher order of illustrations than those heretofore 
given, and contributions from sume of the ablest writers in 
America. It is the aim of the proprietor to publish a Popu 
lar Magazine. adapted to the wants cf all classes of reading 
people in the Republic, which shall be both instructive and 
amusing, and free alike from the grossness which character- 
izes much of the cheap literature of the day, and from the 
vapidity of the so-called “ Ladies’ Magaaines.”” The Ilus- 
trations will consist of Original Drawings engraved on wood 
by the best artists; 

Portraits of Remarkable Persons and Views of 

Remarkable Places, 
Illustrated by pen and pencil. A strict revision will be ex- 
ercjsed, that no improper article or word shall ever be admit- 
ted, so that it may safely be taken by persons of the utmost 
refinement, and read at the fireside tor the amusement or in- 
struction of the family circle. 

The Review department of the Magazine will contain briet 
critical notices of all the nw publications of the day, and 
will form a complete chronicle of current literature. 

From the business and literary connections already estab- 
lished, the best assistance that the country can afford will 
be secured for completing the plans of the publisher, and 
nothing will be wanting that ample pecuniary resources and 
watehfn] industry can obtain, to make the Magazine the 

Leading Literary Periodical of America, 

The extremely low rate at which it is published precludes 
the hope of profit, except from a circulation greater thanthat 
which any literary periodical has ever yet attained ; but, 
with the new avenues daily opening for :he circulation of 
works of merit; the constantly increasing population of the 
country; the cheapness of the Magazine, and the superiority 
of its literary and artistio attractions to those of any other 
work now issued ; the proprietor fearless'y engages in an en- 
terprise which will he sure to benefit the public if it should 
not enrich himself, 

The Magazine will be under the editorial charge and su- 
pervision of . 

Charles F. Brigg: 
who has been connected with it from the beginning. 

The “ Pulpit Portraits,” a series of biographical sketches, 
accompa"ied by well-engraved Portraits of Eminent Divines 
of the American Churches, which have formed a conspicnous 
feature of ‘‘ HOLDEN,” wili be continued in the succeeding 
Volumes of the Magazine, and will render it of peculiar value 
to religious people of every denomination. 


The Fifth Volume 


will commence on the First of January next, but will be issued 
on the 15th of December. Each number will consist of 


64 Pages, and Numerous Engravings. 
The Terms are 
One Dollar a Year 


in advance; the Magozine will be plainly and carefully di- 
rected, and sent by mail at the risk of the subscribers. As 
each number will be stereotyped, missing or lost numbers 
ean be at any time supplied when ordered, but will be de- 
ducted from the time for which payment has been received. 
Remittances may be sent at the risk of the proprietor, pro- 
vided a description of the bills are taken, and enclosed in the 
presence of the Postmaster, as evidence of the fact. 

Five copies will b2 furnished for $4, and twenty copies for 
$15. Numbers for the year 1848, excepting the month of 
Jannary, will be furnished at four cents each, and Bound 
Volomes in cloth with gilt edges, from July to December, 


inclusive, at &1 each. 

N ak al = who will insert this Prospectus four 
times, and notice the Magazine monthly, will receive a bound 
volume for the year 1849, and au exchange for the coming 
year; they are requested to send only those papers in which 
the Prospectns and notices appear. Letters must be ad- 
dressed to “ Holden’s Dollar os No. 109 Nassau St., 
Bow Vork,) and post-paid in oy. DIETZ, Proprietor. 

LAW OFFICE, CHICAGO, 
ALVIN DE WOLF, Attorney and Counsellor, Telegraph 
C ’ Clark street, Chicago, Ilinois. Particular 
ons. 


‘ounty, Mlinois. 
t Monday in February, May, and Oo 


Circnitcourt—second Monday in June and November. 
2&9 Demands for suit should be on hand twenty days be- 











fore the first day of each term. Feb. 3.—I yr. gr. 


bank notes, and coin. 
BANK NOTES. 
Notes on all solveut banks ia the United States bonght 
and sold at the best prices. 
_ DRAFTS, NOTES, AND BILLS, 
in Washingion and Georgetown, collected, and remittance 
promptly made, in Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, or 
Boston funda, at a charge of one-quarter per cent. 
; COLLECTIONS 
Made in all the principal cities of the Union, on the most 


favorable terms. 
EXCHANGE, 
3ills of exchange and bank checks on most of the princi 
pal cities of the Union bought and sold at the best rates. 
ic#~ Office hours, from eight o’clock A. M. to five P. M. 
Nov. 15—tf 


LAW OFFICE, COLUMBUS, O. 
\ ILLiIAM B. JARVIS, Jun., Atiorncy and Counseil: 
et Law,Cobambus, Obio. Office in Platt’e new build- 
ing, State street. ey te south door of State House. 
usines? Connected Wits the professicn. of al) kinde pur c- 
tnally attended ta Jan 2 
LAW OFFICE, CINCINNATI 
IRNEY & SHIELDS, Attorneys at Law, corner of Main 
and Court streets, Cincinnsti. 

JAMES BIRNEY, Notary Public and Commissioner to 
take acknowledgments of deeds and depositions for the States 
of Maine, Vermont, Connecticut, Michigan, New Hampshire, 
Missouri, Illinois, Tennessee, New York, and Arkapsar 

jan.6.—tf 





NOTICE. 
ORRESPONDENTS and others desiring to communi- 
cate with the undersigned will please direct their letters 
and papers to Fulton, Cswego county, New Ycerk, my pres- 
ent post office address. J. C. HARRINGION. 
Nov. 29. 





DE WOLF & FARWELL, | 
TTORNEYS and Counsellors at Law. Office, Ulark 
street, opposite the Court House, Chicago, !llinois. 

CALVIN DE WOLF. 
Jan. 4—ly. WILLIAM W. FARWELL 
GREAT IMPROVEMENT IN PLANING, FONGUE- 
ING AND GROOVING LUMBER. 


Joseph P. Woodbury’s Patent Planing Machine. 


TS subscriber, having received letters patent for a sta- 
tionary cutter, planing, tongueing and grooving machine, 
now offers for sale machines, and rights to use the sale. 
This machine will plane six thousand feet of boards to any 
uniform thickness, in one hour, producing a better finished 
surface than it is possible to plane by any other means now 
known, not excepting the hand plane, and ie peculiar!y adapt- 
ed to plane and joint clapboards, or weather-boariing, and 
will do the work faster and better than any machire hereto- 
fore invented. This machine is so arranged that it planes 
the board with an unbroken shaving the whole width snd 
length of the material, and does not take more than two- 
thirds of the power that is required to do an equa! amount of 
work by the rotary cutting cylinder, now in common use 
The construction and organization of this machine is dificr- 
ent from any other now in use. Communications for further 
particulars cheerfully responded to, by addressing the rub- 
scriber, (post-paid,) Boston. Mass. 

One of the above planing maqhines may be seen in opers- 
tion by calling on the patentee. 

JOSEPH P. WOODBURY, 

Border street. East Boston, Mass. 





May 3.—ly 


OF The above Planing Machine has been thoroughly 
tested, by planing over 1,000,000 feet of lumber. and has 
planed 3,000 feet in seventeen minutes, and is adapted to 
stick any description of mouldings with great rapidity. 

The subscribers, having purchased the territory annexed 
to their names, are now ready to offer fur sale the machine, 
and the right to use the same, in the territory purchased by 
them. h 

A machine may be seen im operation soon at Buffalo, New 
York, and at the Planing Mill of Duncan Mangey, Louisville, 
Kentucky. 4 

Communications for farther particulars cheerfully respond- 
ed to, by addressing either of the subscribers, post paid, Os- 
wego, New York. STAATS & STEWAKT, _— 

For the State of New York 
3 STEWART & TEMPLE, 
For the States of Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, and Missouri. 
STEWART & ALLEN, : 
For the States of Wisconsin and Illinois 





LIBERTY ALMANAC FOR 1550, 
UBLISHED by the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
¥ Society, and for sale at their Depository in New York, 
at the following prices: 
For one thousand copies . . ° 
Forone bundred copies - - + * 


- $20.06 
- 250 
. 40) 


For one dozen copies - 

For a single sopy - - - - b 

The Almanac has been compiled by the Corresponding, 
Secretary of the Society, and includes twenty-three pages ¢! 
valuable original matter by William Goodell. The price by 
the thonsand is put at a trifle above the actual cost, 1D the 
expectation of selling large editions, and of securing the 
active co operation of Anti-Slavery friends thronghout the 
country, who, it is hoped, will give to this important annnsl 
a wide and thorough circulation. The size is the same as the 
Almanac for 1849, viz: 48 pages. BR 

Orders for Almanacs by the hundred or thousand will be 
promptly executed, and should state, definitely, by what 
mode of conveyance they can be sent. The postage on ere’ ¥ 
Almanae sent by mail will be two and a half cents, withou 
reference to the quantity. h 

Orders should invariably be accompanied by the cash. 
Any sum under one dollar may be sent in postage stamps. 

WILLIAM HARNED, Agevt, 

Sept. 20.—tf No. 61 John street, New York. 


BOARDING. 
RS. EMILY H. STOCKTON, No. 161 Chestnut street, 

IVE between Fourth and Fifth streets, Philadelphia. 
Oct. 25—tf 2 ol aie os 


DRS, MUSSEY, ss aeot 7th 


EDICAL Practitioners and Surgeon®, 00 (nig, 
street, two doors east of Vine streets USSE y, M. D. 


W. H. MUSSEY, M.D. 








Jan. 4. a eae 
MONEY! MONEY!! MONEY!!! hio, will 
B. JARVIS, Attorney at Law, Columbus, Obie f 

« give particular attention to the collection 4 
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Kentucky) 1 oy gg 
Wisconsin, of that class of claims jong. stable ” by mer- 
“ Loss,” ‘Gone West,” and “ Not Colle snd others. 


re, @ 
ge a ot a ont confidence; hence 


ears’ experience f ie 
ree wall be no charge, but 80 ‘ar a8 collections are mt i 
except postage. Cards, giving references, Cees 
strnctions, will be sent in answer to post paid etters. 
Dee. 20, 

















